' Some’ tlmt llm it became known
atlmlne coal deposits du the land were of far
greater value than had first ‘been sipposea.
The attention of ( speculators, includ-
ing, it has been o stated, eotuﬁmembera
of the senate and the Hou, cmnggl. )
cunoatoncomemdan&p_,_ . Many at-
tempts, it is claimed, were mad tsuv.;ne |
property qﬂeﬂxm tmq-ﬂn crown ‘and
restored to tha Hobpo people upon payment ot
back rentals on the understanding that tne
Hoppe- people should sell\ out to a Canadian
syndicate that was being formed to take over
the property and dispose of it later to certain
coal mumumnmtmm Asa.rqmmot
this pressure the Dominion: ;wemmut last
year, against the advice !? its- own depgumout
of justice, granted the Hoppe interests a. fiat,
that is, thquxhttoonmleﬂonmlnutne
goverament, to secure the return of their leuea
on the payment of back rentals. -

The whole matter aroused so much sus-
,}::I in the ‘country, certain senators being
} y named as involved, thn.t the gov-
“ernment felt called upon to a ""’l‘& a senafe -
cou;mittee to investigate the ‘whole affair. This
committee, which heard evidence in prlvpte.
now recommends- thnt the: tmnmm should
introduce. a- bill to Tevoke the fiat and™ thus
check any further u:uun§ Mm the’ restora-~ .
i tiow of the leases to‘the’ Hom interests.” Such™
a bill, it is uudeﬂibod will- shortly be intro-
' duced; and it passed, will _mean ‘thit the so-

called Hoppe cual 1ands. with their inexhaust-
ible supplies will remain the property of the
people of Canada,
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