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Women should be equal, but
not always the same

An alarming thing happened to me last
term. Just before the exam period
started, I received a phone call from a
parent of a UNB student who wanted
to talk about the football referendum.
It seemed strange that she called to talk
to me. I hadn't expressed an opinion
on the issue. I don't write for the news
department. I am not involved in the
Student Union or the Friends of UNB
Football. Apparently this woman had
called me specifically because she
noticed that I am a regular contributor
to womynsay.

The woman, who never gave me her
name, believes that football is a terrible
thing, particularly football players and
fans who she believes are encouraged
by this game to commit violence against
women. She assumed that she had an
ally in me because I am a feminist. Her
assumption left me speachless.

Without explaining her position,
without a summary or a question to
me as to my position, this caller
expected and assumed that because I
am a feminist I would automatically
agree with her.

This is a troubling thing. It is a
mistake to believe that feminists will
agree on every issue, any more than any
other group that shares something in
common. One of the most important
and difficult lessons that I have learned
as a feminist is that women are
incredibly diverse, and that this is one
of our most valuable assets.

For all that I tell myself that people
are beginning to understand that the

goal of feminism is not to oppose all
things male, this phone call tells me
that we have yet to reach that level
of understanding. My feminism does
not include man-hating. Making the
kind of sweeping statements about
football that this caller did is not
feminism.

Feminism is different for every
person, but I don’t believe that
intolerance is ever a part of it. Instead,
feminism is a way we try to understand
our world and ourselves. It is the belief
that women as well as men must share
this world as equal and different people.
That I am a feminist doesn’t mean that
I will automatically agree with every
other feminist. .

‘What do I think of football? What
does it matter? It is my opinion, as an
individual. Certainly being a woman
shapes who I am, and I am a feminist.
Do not assume, however, that this means
I hate men. Don't ask for my support
for such a position. Until we all learn
that there is no war between the sexes,
one pitted against the other, we are not
going to be able to co-operate and
achieve the equality we have set out to
find.
To my mysterious caller: please do
not consider this an attack, but one

s to her's questi
I respect that you believe in your
position, and while I would not limit
your ability to advance it, I must say
that I do not agree. Don’t be
disappointed about this. Sisterhood is
not always easy.
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Frustrated with school? Join the club

School is a difficult thing at times, to
say the least. Teachers fill you with
knowledge, yet you don’t always
know where it fits in. They have neat
solutions to self-developed problems,
not the problems that actually exist
out there, but ones they create. At
school you should learn how to learn,
yet I get taught how to crunch
numbers and grind out answers that
have no practical value. Why can't 1
learn about things that are of interest
to me? [ pay all this money for an
avenue, and it seems to end in a dead-
end street, with no street lights or
signs to guide the way. I would like
to be able to guide my own way
because I'm the only person who
really knows what I want out of life.
And I want a lot. I'd like school to
by my avenue, not the boring pathway
I see before me so often.

I just got an exam back, a midterm
in which I thought I had done well.
I understood everything. Yet my
teacher, who is trying to help me
learn, gave me a bad mark because
he feels that some students shouldn’t
get credit for understanding, but for
the ability to crunch numbers. How
boring. How impractical. They say
that we will never use half the stuff
we learn in school, and that is an
overstatement. So why dont’ we learn
what we're going to use? Seems pretty
obvious.

Now the critic will jump in at this
point and ask how we can do this. I
have a suggestion: Active Independent
Learning, AIL if you're wounds need
healing. This would allow each

individual student to learn as they are
motivated to do so. Would anarchy
be the result? I don’t think so. Each
year as students come to school it’s
the same thing: leave home, consume
mass quantities of academia. But the
wise soon stop, and the people who
don’t will underachieve anyway. And
later in the year people go back to
who they really are. That is what is
important after all: your true self.
Inside each person there is a dream.
I have millions of far-off dreams but
I chase them with everything I have,
in the moment that I'm in right now.
I control to moment to change and
create the best future. Do you agree?

The basis of AIL would be to
promote learning in an area that is
of interest to the individual. Our
wealth of
knowledge and experience, yet many
of us don't realise that they, too, are
human. We can learn so much from
them. The classes I find interesting
at school are discussion classes or

professors have a

when a prof talks about real world
stuff, things I'm interested in.

I'm an engineering student so I'm
very interested in technology, design
and innovations. I love to watch the
Discovery channel and 1 find I learn
more staying home and watching it
than I do at school. Because it
interests me. Isn’t the goal of school
to learn about what interests us? We
should use resourses beyond even
professors and television, we should
learn every avenue to learn. I don't
mean just for the sake of careers, but
also for passions, feelings and
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CRAFT

- FIBURATIVE PANTING & DRAWING
- INTRDDUCTION TO PATTERN
DRAFTING
= INTRDDUCTION TO GRAPHICS
- BEGNNER'S RUGHOOKING
- BEGINNING BENCHWORK/
HEAT AND MeTAL
- INTRODUCTION TO CLAY
- INTERMEDIATE POTTERY

Join the Bruns

Your student newspaper is an excellent place
to get experience and meet new people. Staff
meetings are held in the Bruns offices, room

“WNhere tradition meets technology”

Winter Courses - Credit &
Non Credit

- CoMPUTER GRAPHICS FOR BEGINNERS

CALL 506 453 2305 FOR INFORMATION
15 CARLETON ST. P.O. Box 6000
FREDERICTON NB CANADA E3B SH1
FAX 506 457 7352 E-MIneveu@gov.nb.ca
WWW http://www.gov.nb.ca/ael/ccraftd/calendar/ENTRY.htm

- INTRODUCTION TO THE FIGURE

- Wes PAge Desicn
« Rug-Hooxng: A Fouk ARt
PcToma.

- INTRODUCTION TO Sewing
« NATURAL Dre TecHnoues
-anvuommm
WORKSHOPS FOR CHLDREN

35 of the SUB every Friday at 12:30 and new

volunteers are always welcome. Introductory
writing workshops will be held in January - call
453-4983 for information about times and

locations. We need people for this year and
next. If you are self-motivated, creative, or
simply interested in learning, the Bruns can put

you to work. Take photos, cover news and
sports stories, review movies, music or
television, learn layout and design, write

feature articles or offer your ideas. Drop in

opinions. Life is a constant learning
process. I learn because I want to
learn, not because I'm forced to do
50.

So I started to think one day about
the best learners. I came to the
realization that the quickest learners
are the smartest people. I think it's
because they allow themselves to
learn things. A child is like this. They
develop quickly by saying, “Yes,
Daddy.” Many times I have rejected
the understanding of others and
thought I knew it all. This is when I
couldn’t learn. So keep an open mind
and realize that you'll never know
everything, but you can learn a lot—-
and have fun with it.

My classes are a drag. I get bored
and stare off into the sky. Dream of
the weekend, pretty girls and happy
moments. I would rather be this way,
yet I don’t neglect what they teacher
is teaching. He just teaches it so
slowly and I'm not interested in it.
I'd like to do research on things like
anabolic steroids, sexual performance,
body massage, love, new technology.
I'd like to be on the leading edge of
these things but society tries to tell
me that I need a degree to be able to
do this. I don’t need a degree, I need
understanding. I need a passion to do
something.

In the perfect world we could strive
to achieve, we would be free of
restrictions. No scheduled classes, yet
constant learning. Lots of friends, but
few enemies. Love and happiness. I
will try to achieve these things
though I'll never really be there. I

Next to Greco

453-4983
bruns@unb.ca

CLEANERS AND LAUNDROMAT

Attention Students

U offer a futl laundromat with:
Maytag Washers
351b and 50Ib Oversize Washers for your big workloads
And 30 Ib dryers
Our Facllity has:
Color TV
Reading and study area
Air Conditioning
Ample Parking
‘We are just minutes from campus
Dundonald St. at Beaverbrook Ct.

Drop by and see our most modern
t laundromat facility today

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

see the successful people of the world
as ones who chased their dreams, full
steam ahead. I want to achieve my
dreams and am willing to do anything
to get them. Hold strong to what you
want, your dreams if you will. Believe
in them. Do not be afraid to go after
them; you will gain favour in the sight
of God and man. They will respect
you.

These are a few of the things I've
thought about. Consider them and
tell me what else you have learned,
so that I may also know and we can
all learn together. Your ideas are
important: express them! But do not
force them on other people. Present
ideas as food for thought.

The learning experience at school
should be what we want to learn, yet
we need to be respectful of the
knowledge and understanding of
other people and things so that we
can all learn together. This may mean
stripping down some laws, but laws
have never worked for us. We will
always follow what we believe, what
we want. Why not start doing that
right now? Start chasing your own
dreams. Play music in the streets,
dance naked-well maybe we won't
go that far, but point served. Follow
what you want to do with a sense of
purpose, whether you are a teacher
or student. The way to happiness is
love, peace, hope, patience, endurance
and purpose. We can please ourselves
only by doing what we know is right
inside.

Contributed by Jeff Tegart.

Dundonald St

Beaverbrook
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