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IN THE MATTER 0F THE CLERGY

Y OU may have noticed the otlaeýr day that a young man wvas com-
missianed by the ,New York Presbytery ta preach the Gospel
who stated that he did not believe-among other things-îi

the fiesh-and-.blood resurrectian of Christ. Now I have nat the
remotest intention of dîscussing with youi whether that youing man
was right or wrong; but it does scer to me that suich ca)ses as his
give grou-nd for an appeal ta the clergy to be 'honest with the people.
The business of preaching is surely an ethical business; and one of
the first essentiais of good ethics is to tell the truith. Lying, decep-
tion, suppression of the truth, deliberately leaving a false impression
with one's.auditors, is hardly the sort of coriduct we have a right to
expeet from mn w take aur rnoney on the understanding that they
will hdld up befote< us the doctrine of pure righteouisness; and who,
morcover, profess tQ have received a commission ta preach this right-
eausness ta us in an admonitorv wav from the Deitv. That is, they

clergy ought surely ta be entirely frank
mns as to what they believe and what they
it ta be no preaching with the tangue in
al reservation" like a dishonest witness.

direction the incident, has carried my thoughts. You probably knoia
yourselves clergymen who hald a different tone in the "study" whei
they meet "the eleet," whose reading and thinking has ber "pr(
gressive," than they do in the pulpit within hearing of the whlo'
congregatian containing ail sorts and conditions of people from thos
who swallow Jonah to those who prefer to SUP up Jackson. No,
it is against preachers of this class that I arn raising my vaice.
'three-caird-mnonte man can afford ýto deceive us if he can, for that
.his trade; but a teacher of ethics and a preacher of the Gospel shoul
passess at least the fuindamnental virtues of truithfulness and honiest,

Tf0 my mind, the case goes even farther. ,VWhat is the position
the Church? It cannot have two opinions on such a questio

as whether Christ rose again or flot. 'It is not like a political part
whichi can compromise anything sc5ong as it assembles a majority c
votes. Its on ly dlaim upon public, confidence and support is that l'
bears a'message fromi the Most High; and it suirely ought to knoý
what that message is. If, for instance, there is any doubt about th
Resuirrection of Christ, how does it. know that there wvill be a. resui
rectian iif anybody-that there is a future life-that mani bas an'
relations with God? It seerns ta me that the removal of the Resui
rection is the pulling out of the corner stone. The Chuirch ma
continue to be a very fine ethical society-thouigh it will have t
readjust its ethical systern ta a one-world measuire-buit it would bc
corne a purely human society of ethical study; and rny "guess" woul
be just as good as that o~f any Conference or Synod in existence.

T HE Church-all the Chuirches-are constantly coi
the request-and ofteti the demnand-that we ý

mloney ta promate their cause. They take one ma
aniother man's son or daughter and send themn off to
to preach-what? That is something which the mat
dollars and the man wha gives his children hiave a
WiIl these missianaries rsreach Christ risen, or wîl

ding ta


