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sprawlingl sýtop at the stable door, and
said, "Hle's pulled out, right 'nuif.
Everythîng's dark as 'Billy-be-damn.
Hoss; gone, and no sign of Dupre; so,
I guless the breed's trailed bim."

Mayo mnuttered a curse, and slip-
ped half a dozen shells into, the maga-
zine of his rifle. "Load up 1" Mayo's
voice carried a sharp, cruel ring that
made the girl shudder. The metallic
click of the rifle breech souinded cold
and mierciless.

The riext instant Bender callcd,
"Thiar's Kootenay and Dakota. I see
,cul pass tlue store light just now."

Mayo pushed hurrîedly into the
stall, backed his horse out, and lead-
ing imii passed with tbe other îtvo
rouind t0 the front of the bouise.

CHAPTER VIII.

Chris darted mbti the stable, seized
lier saddle and bridie, and, hurrying
to the corral, called to Chinook. The
chestruit came forward warily, and
field bis tceth closed in playful oh-
stinacy wh len the girl sboved the steel
sruaffle bwenbis lips. Angered,
Chris jabbed her thumb beneath the
horse's tongue, the snaffle clicked over
the teethi, and then, tbrowing the sad-
die to p)lace, she cinched it up with
a huirried( rougbness tbat caused tbe
paýinperedl Chinook to shake bis bead
irritably,

Motnîing, Chris circled tbe corral,
kecepinig beyond the radius of bouse
lights, and crossed the street to, the
northward, Just as sbe dipped into
the solemn toned prairie, tortuous
splashes. of ligbt and shade just
mnerged iinto a vast expanse of moon-
lit solituide told ber that theSfve men
hadl ridden out on the trail of Black.
Slué' had hoped that perbaps tbe al-
hirenient of a drink migbt hold theni
at the Lone Pine wbile she stole tbe
atat. Now her task was more diffi-
cuIt. They would ride fast witb the
quarry in front, and she wonld have
to carry Chinook wide lest the beat
of his boofs; told them of another
rider that wýent their way.

For a little she jogged Chinook ait
a trot, bea ring to the west; then she
touched Iimii withbher heels, and hie
broke iio a gallop, his long, swinging
stride carrying themi over the level
prairie tilI its grassedc turf floated by
in the blurred, smooth glide of a
iighty river, Faster and faster she

urged the chiestnuit bilh he raced as if
lier own life hung on his speed, as
thoulgl blood seekers gallopei on lier
trail.

HlaIf in the way of instinct, the girl
judged her course, the small hand al-
ways a littie heavy on the rein that
la y awvay froni the trail, knowving that
Chiinook. left to Ilimiself, woul snrely
edge toward it. Twice Chris checked
the eager horse to cool out bis luings,
and then on, mile after mille. Sud-
denly in the dimi mnooffligbt contorted
lines ctit the silver-grey veil that hnng
,so mnystically before the girl's eyes.
With a start of affrighit she drew the
clnri, almost thirowNing the chestnuit to
bis haunrches.

Chbris 1 istenecd. There was no echo
Of hoofs. She put Chinook forward
at a cautions wvalk, peering with head
thrust Iow. Then she liaughed in re-
lief. It was only bulshes growing on
th.e bank of Whýite Mud Coulee. Shie
urged Chinook on, peering into the
ficIlow for a crossing; but the horse
turaccd obstinately to the righit, grab-
bing the bit witfi his teeth, and thrnist-
ing bis head ont as thongli intimating
that it was impossible. Chris threw
the rein slac, and the horse took bis
way along the batik. The girl realised
that she had gone farther than she
liad thought, They were six miles
fron Stand Off, and shec had hoped
to strike the trail aliead of the others
befôre reaching flie coulc, She munst
have circled too wide.
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