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Landing the Big 'Un on the Rideau
By C. P. G.

THE professor and 1 were, in the Rideau to
fisb for those large inoutbs that reach un-
heard-of weigbts in those waters.

Now, mny humble opinion is that the pro-
fessor, Who bas fished these waters off and on for
twenty years, is by long odds the best authority on
bait, casting, and as from father to son the Wonder-
fui rodi nanied after hîm is bandeti down, so wiih
bis namne go down to posterity as a great fishermnan.

'The year before we, or ratber 1, bad srnashed
sonme tackle over the big 'un, and got bis brother
beside tbe saine old stump, so I had come back
again to try conclusions.

I wanted first to fisb the shoals to get my hanti in
before tackli ng the piece de resistance, but for
several days it had blown so bard we coulti do
notbing.

At lengtb the morning arrived when weatber con-
ditions were ideal, so after fisb'ing the shoals for
a wbile, I rowed my boat out to the arm of Loon
Lake, and after casting round for a littie'planted
(ne rigbt over Ille hole in tbe weeds near the stunip,
but tbere was no eager response, no flurry, anti ny
spirits feul.

Had some one got bim?
I fisheti that morning in a despondent fraine of

mmnd, whiie' the professor was apparently very
happy. I coulti bear bi in bis boat not a bundred
yards away buimming popular snatcbes froni ligbt
opera. It dawneti upon me that our difference in
temperament might be accounted for by tbe tif-
ference in our baits, for the fisb were not taking
myN spinnlers and tbcy were bis f rogs.

We resteti in the heat of tbe day and I read good
OkI Izaak Walton until I was in the proper fisher-
mnan's frame of mind, wbicb I dlaim is reflective.

After reviewing the position generally, I tiecitiet
to try a frog. Now, the professor's ways of using
a frog are interestiýng anti not as cruel -as they
look, because« he first puits the frog out of misery
by takcing himn by the legs and 'bitting bis head on
tbe side of the boat, tben pinches himn so that he
wvill flot float and books himi on to this Stewart
tackle.

Having carnied ouit this part of the programme,
1 cast ligbtly, so that Mr. Frog came tiown in that
bole in the weeds close to the stump. I let him
sink qulietly down. The big baýss rejoicing, witb
one eye closed, digesting two firie mninnows., was
in a very happy and contenteti framne of mmird, until
there dived rigbt in front of himi a beautifuil green
frog; be mutst bave taken a beader off the olti sttump
above. One swift dart and ping! I bit himi as
bard as a stiff roti andi a Kingfisbet- Iine wouild
iýerinit, a gnot ten pounid blow t', dig in the hooks.
H-ooks well in, youi are pretty safe, but this was
an old-timier anti 1 woukhdn't bave believeti the re-
serve power lie hati. 1 was bringing bimi in witb
long pulls on the rod. whiie the quati reel was
taking the ie witbouit an atoin of slack, when
91nash!. He was off again on a run and the devil
himiseif woultin'- bolti himi, and iv y ne parteti, ct
itself riglit tbrouigh at the swý,evel.

Now, that the professor hati something on bis
inid as very plain to be seen the next morning,
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anti it titi not take mie long to 'find, out that tbe
big 'un was not only on bis mind, but on bis. nerves.

~I~xgoing to try that fisb again," he said.
"Imafrýid that you will finti that it's tootbacbe

drops be wants, flot frogs, this morning," I replieti.
It dit not take the prof essor long to) get on the

grouu, .-ýu le ws castibng round in a feverish
kind of baste at tijiferent likely spots, finally coning
to the stujnp.

He matie a beautiful cast, but in somie way got
ai backlasb, a quck stripping of the re el, andi be
recovereti just about the time bis Une was getting
low enougli to get iinto trouble in the logs on the
bottomi. As be 'began to reel in I saw bim strike
bard.

"A monster'!" be jerked out, and certainly by the
looks of tbings there was a figbt going on ail right.

It does not take the professor very long as a rule
to bring the biggest of tbemi to net, but there was
no quick work this time.

Such a figlit 1 neyer saw, anti every minute I was
afraxid somiething would go, tbe hooks tear ont, or
tbe line cut, but finally he was landet anti I heard
the professor wbistle.

"Corne over here,' he sait. '*Look' at this."
Thlere was my- leader wilh one hook bedded in the
lower jaw.

"He's a mnighty big one," says the professor, as
hie took the hooks out. "He'll go six pouants-anti
a quarter, be is thin for bis size."

14e hung him up on the scales. "Six pountis, five
ounces,', he saitil, pieket up his stick to give the
qtiietuis, then pauseti.

"~He ouigbt to have weighed seven potids," he
saiti, anti slipped himi back ira', the water.

".o vehicIe, other than that propelled by- anîial
power, shall traverse the roads of Prince Ed-vard
Island."

Until. this becaile law, there were somte curious
happ enings on the Ilsle. One fariner was walking
bis teami down the ýroad, and with himt was his
motber-in-Iaw. An automobile drove up, and tbe
driver, knowing that the horses would probably shy
at it, told the farmer to ]ead his teamt by, while
the auto remained drawn up at the side of the road.
It isn't the horses," said the farmer, in a tone of'

dleep disgust; eýit's my mother-in-law in frightened
Of. She neyer saw one of them there machines
before, and she's scared to pass it 1"

Upon another occasion, an automobile broke
clown, and its driver, after spending the best part
of an bour under the car, in the approved fashion,
decided that there was nothing to be done bu,' to
tow the car home. So he went to a neighbouring
farm-bouse. andi asked the fariner to bring a teami
of borses andi a strong chain. The farmer agrteti-
though with, very great reluctance-anti led bis
tbree borses clown the lane to where tie car was
standing. As soon as the. noble animais heard the
puirr of the car, as the owner cranked it up, nunmber
one felu down ini a faînt, numiber two started per-
formiing circus evolutions on his bind feet, and.
nuniber three bolted.

But for the past two or three years there bas
heen a growing feeling-even, in some cases,
amiongst the farniers-that tbe automocbile baving
conie to stay, bati better be toleratei. Moreover,
there were a few, a very few, motor entbusiasts in
Charlottetown, anti Summersitie. the only two towns
of note on the Islandi, and they made their voice
1'eird. So. at the next election, the Conservatives,
uinder the leadersbip of Hon. J. A. Matheson, clîam-
iiioneti the cause of the motorists, anti were elected
hv a majority of 28 to 2.
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Toronto and Co.
An Experiment in Metropolitan ,4 reas

THE newest phase of the urban transportationTproblem is not, tubes, nor elevateti railways-
but the metropolitan area. This is a practical,
modern scheme, outlined to the Toronto City Couincil
by Aid. Morley Wickett, Chairman of the Transpor
ýation ;Committee of that body. He bas made an
extensive study of problemns affecting the growth
of a city and the necessary limitations' to making
a city bigger by mere arnexationi. The tendency
in Canadian municipalities at presenit is to create
alleged big cities by taking in suiburbs. But a
suburb cannot be transformred inito an integrai part
of a city merely by a proclamation and a by-iaw.
And when it is annexeti the real difficulties arise
in extending civic utilities to the new district, in
adjusting taxation and' working out civic govern-
ruent.

In the near neigbbourbooti of any big city like
Toronto, Montreal or Winnipeg, is always a cluster
of strait towns, miany of them as olti as the city
itself. The steami railway produceti tbem,. The
radial railway anti subuirban traffic on the steami
huecs brought tbemi into dloser toucb witb the city,
for markets andi passenger traffic. On a basîs of
transportation mnany suici towns as Richmond Hill,
Auirora, Brampton anti Markhamn are as mnticnt a
part of Toronto as any of the newly-annexed
Fuburbs. But on a basis of transportation onlly.
The day mnay corne when these outlying towns are
part of a city resemibling London or New York.
O)r the day may neyer come. In the mecamtime
tbouisands of people for economic anti othei re2asons
prefer to live ini the smnaller town, while continuing
to work in the city. This bas been worked out
considlerabiy in the case of niost large cities in
Canada anti rhi- Tn;tpd 9--c~ -.,;i ..


