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FRANCE'S TRAINED MEN |

Were Schooled in the Great Colonies of the
Galiic Republic

E do not sufficiently realize, claims Charles
W Johnston, in the North American Review, the
splendid training that the generals of France
have gained, in her great colonial possessions, which
stretch from Tongking to Guiana. We have grown
accustomed to think of the period following the
Franco-Prussian war of 1870 as one of depression and
shrinkage for France. In reality, it was the be-
ginning of one of the greatest periods of expansion
in her history; for while, in Alsace and eastern Lor-
raine, she was despoiled of territory covering 5,600
square miles, France built up, in the years imme-
diately following, a colonial empire of nearly five
million square miles, more than four times greater
than the total of the German colonies at their
ereatest extent, and containing very rich regions like
Tongking (310,000 square miles), some two-thirds of
Algeria and Tunis (with a total of 267,846 square
miles), the French Congo (553,000 square miles),
‘Madagascar (226,000 square miles), and added greatly
to her holdings in West Africa, which now total more
than 1,600,000 square miles; there is also an area
of a million and a half square miles, not included
in the figures cited, in the Sahara and French Sudan,
4an area by no means all desert, since it has a popula-
tion of 800,000. When we remember that France
herself has an area of 207,000 square miles, we see
how great an achievement this is, carried out almost
in silence and without advertisement, during the very
period we are inclined to think of as one of shrinkage
and depression. 5 :
Not only has France occupied these vast terri-
tories; she has admirably organized and adminis-

WAR AGAINST EVERYBODY-
—Kirby in New York World.

tered them, so that they have already a valuable
import and export trade, each more than $150,000,000
yearly. France has shown herself to possess the

" golden hand, in dealing with subject populations,

as England has, in her best work in the East and
Egypt. Indeed, the extent, sticcess and wealth of
these French colonies was one of the baits which
aroused German cupidity, as was made evident in

the negotiations at Berlin, on the eve of the war,
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between the British Ambassador and the German
Chancellor—the discussions which gave to the world
the deathless phrase “a gscrap of paper”; five days
earlier, the German Chancellor assured Sir Edward
Goschen that “provided that the neutrality. of Great
Britain were certain, every assurance would be given
to the British Government that the (German) Im-
perial Government aimed at no territorial acquisi-
tions at the expense of France should they prove vic-
torious in amy war that might ensue.”” The British
Ambassador “questioned His Excellency about the
French colonies, and he said that he was ‘unable to
give a similar undertaking in that respect.’”
Particularly good work, in the colonial field, was
accomplished by the late General Gallieni in West
Africa, Tongking and Madagascar, as is recorded in
his charming books; excellent work was done by
Joffre, both in Tongking where, among other things,
he ormganized a very successful industrial exhibition,
and on the upper Niger, now linked by a railroad,
in part constructed by Joffre, with France’s very old
colonies on the West African coast. General Roquez,
who suceeeded (Gallieni at the French War Ministry,
and General Lyautey, who has just taken General
Roques’ place there, had the same training: the
training that made so many great pro-consuls of the
British Empire; so many men like the Lawrences;
like Cromer and Kitchener. ;
There is one large and very valuable territory, now
practically a mpart. of France’s colonial empire,
though not yet formally incorporated in it, which
has not yet been mentioned: Morocco, at the north-
west corner of Africa, over against Spain and Brit-
ain’s base at Gibraltar, and because of that posi-
tion, of special importance to these two Powers.
Morocco is surrounded on all sides by French terri-
tory, of which the old French colony of Algeria is
the most valuable and important part; with the con-

sequence that the frontier possessions of the French

colonies have been perpetually menaced and dis-
turbed by the chronic anarchy and brigandage which
passes for “native rule” in this ancient Moslem
readlm; at the best, it is really armed tyranny; at the
worst, it degenerates into atrocious cruelty. For,
fine as the religion of Mahomet may (be, in certain
ways, it has never taught its devotees how to govern
subject populations with anything like justice and
humanity, whether in India, in Egypt, in Turkey or
in Morocco.

It follows that France had certain interests, cer-
tain responsibilities, in Morocco, shared by no other
Power. But Germany, and especially the German ex-
pansionists, were eager to oust France from Morocco,
and make it™a German colony. From this motive,
two incidents arose, which gravely disturbed the
peace of Europe, and brought France and Germany
to the verge of war. The first occurred in the early
spring of 1905, when France was bringing pressure
to bear on the Sultan, to introduce certain reforms

_which would temper that “absolute despotism, un-

restricted i)y any laws, civil or religious,” which was
called the Government of Morocco. At this ecritical
juncture, the German Kaiser suddenly descended, on
March 31, on the port of Tangier, and made an in-
flammatory address, declaring that the Sultan was
a free and independent govereign, not bound to obey
any- foreign pressure; that sudden and sweeping
reforms were undesirable in Morocco; and the Ger-
man interests in Morocco must be safeguarded. This
was followed by a demand for a general Buropean
conference to settle the affairs of Morocco.
Germany failed. It was necessary to try again.
She found an opening when, in 1910, a year of con-
stant unrest culminated in the rebellion of the tribes
round Fez against the Sultan. By March, Mequinez

‘should have been carried out with jealous regard

_writér uttered a warning,

had been captured by the rebels, a new Sultan pro-
claimed and Fez invested by considerable fonces.
On April ‘26, ‘France, at the Sultan’s call for help,
sent a force to Fez, and the rebellion was suzppressed.
the Sultan abdicating in favour of his brother, a feW
months later. This left France stronger in Morocco,
and Germany immediately demanded compensatory
gains, sending the gunboat Panther to the Moroccan
port of Agadir to enforce her claims. It was the

THE SANDS ARE RUNNING LOW.
—Kinrby, in New York World.

mailed fist once more. Unfortunately, the French
Government, inspired thereto by Caillaux, who has
more than once proven himself to be the evil genius
of France, on this occasion yielded, and, in return
for the recognition by Germany of France’s dominant
interests in Morocco, ceded to Germany the westers
part of the French Congo, on the frontier of the
Cameroons, an area of 107,000 square miles. Happily,
this strip has now beemn brought once more under
the tricolour, by. the combined French and British
victory in the Cameroons. ;
It was in the midst of this dangerous and eX
plosive Moroccan situation that General Lyautey, the
new French War Minister, received his administra-
tive training and accomplished a large and far-reach
ing success. Lyautey had earlier served under Gal-
lieni, both in Tongking and Madagascar, and proudly
boasted that he was “a pupil of Gallieni”; from. that
very able proconsul he learned the ‘two cardinal
points of Gallieni’s system: te turn army officers into A
civil administrators, as soon as they had occupied
a territory; and to handle all supplies on the prin®
ciple which we have since learned, in this countrys
to call “efficiency.” . :

MAN AND SEA-POWER |

Archibald Hurd’s Comment on the Manage-
ment of Maritime Affairs

ERHAPS, writes Archibald Hurd, in the Fort:

P nightly Review, and, indeed, it may be accepted

as a fact, this country was compelled to raisq

the new armies, but it is no less true that that task

to our maritime interests. A year ago the present
It was remarked:

Our naval success is our greatest peril, There I8
practically no unemployment; wages generally are
exceptionally high; and the war is popular with th
wage-earners. The nation is, nevertheless, €O
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