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REHI1STORICý G.ERMANY" 0F 1918
9W that the Canadian Government's new Budget has made everybody decide to eat less, wear clothes

longer, smke less, and go easy on the coal-heap, we shahl ail find a great deal of useful information in

wing what Germany has done along these Unes. What the Teutons have been doing for two years we are

beginning to do. It's ail a problem, of getting as near to cave-man economics as we can and stili be civilized.

NE day atter England declared war an Ger-

many ln 1914 the. wrlter of this turned th.

lie on a potato patcli. His back garden

cemparýed te the counitries -tien going, te

vas the. size of a postage stamp on the, side

aiountain. But tlie lawn liose ef 1914 vas ln-

ively recognized as part of the war. How ?

iy quit. kmev. None of us wlio iiad lioes and

in 1914 dreamed that in 1918 the. hoe and thie

would be organizlng over haîf the world. W.

lreamed that If the war slould last even tiiree

it would corne to a desperate struggle for food,

ýrt, fuiel, clotiies, light aIl the. thlngs Int make

Ion materlally civilized.
e' men, more men le on. cry. Food, and more

is the otiier. The cail ls' ieard under every

Tii. -wiole world le living from biand te moutli.

ery country people are learnlng, as only our

foretathers knew, thie business of scraping

platter, uslng ,very stitch, raklng up -every

1 of fuel, economizing every copper.

le war wiii be won net by the victorles of armies

ef eld," said Ludendorff, tiie brames of war-

any, "but by thei. dIsIntegration of peeples bo-
thie armies."l
Ybe iie vas tiiinking of Boloism., Or h. may

meant food, clotiies and fuel. We don'tknow.

le knews. Ludendorff knews what disintegra-

Ineane ln Germa;ny. He le the. Quarter-master
rai. W. ueed to say thus vas a war of war-

of despoite, o! officers, ef profeseare, e! news-

'se-ef gold, of slips, ef a dozen otiier thinge that

àle tîme being s.emed to fill the. bill. Nov we

that tues is the. Quarter-masters' War.

dWe have been everlastingly wondering as w.

UIada ver. taxe d and drafted and ecenomized

Inan-powered and food.-regul ationed-iow vas

gaule o!f getting down to the. bottom et the pot

; n the. countries thnt for tliree yeare and a

have been bieckaded by thie Britishi Navy tram

Glerce witii the, world?

DEAL et buncombe lias been hànded eut on

this question. And tiiere is a lot of comfort to

Lken tram thie tact that the. people o ett. Cen-

Powere are down te thie "Iron ration," tliat

Leers hiave piliaged the, popu~lace and tiiat tiie

'0tionomic tabric ot Central Alliance lias been
>tlireadbare; tiiat thi. Britishi blockade lias, In

been a miglity efficient facter ln fercing Berlin

rd-s tiie Inevitable capitulation. It le hearten-

Usoe te learn tlit tlie inuel vaunted ",fficiency"

ettn officialdom ls "buncombe--ret, pure and

le," and tuat the, administration o! Internai q!-

was se badly bungled by thie bureaucracy dur-

%eI firet tva yeare et war that the. iiole strue-

Vas wnhhilv with w ar.,weariness and tlireaten-

By REX CR-OASDEL

AI

AFEW yeAre ago he was a promninent citizen wlth

a boxat the opera. He la atiII fond of the, opçra,
but ýhe's *toc bu.y sprambllng for existence to bother
wlth It

In the signIficafice of the siglits le sair around hlm."

Thie booki Is the first uncensored and autiientic ex-

position of the real state of. affaire ln the. Central

EIuropean States. It le a comnferting book ta read-

at firet siglit.
But even at that it does flot require second siglit

to se. that the significance of Schreiner's book le

flot ite expose a~ Germany's weakneee and the. weari-

nees of lier allies, but its demionetration of Ger-

many's strengt-h and the deterinination of thie Alli-

ance to stick. The. conditions lie uncoverg are amaz-

lng and even gruesome ln some details, but they

combine te confirm the. idea tiiat every man, womafl

and eiiild Ini Germany, Austria, Bulgaria and Turkey,

and every ounce of productive effort, lias been

moblized and drilled or tlirilled Into co-operation

witii the. figlting forces lni tlie field.
Passing over the blunders of the bureaucracy and

the piflaging of the. profiteers, look ratiier at some

of the. tibgs whicl resuited wlien, ln October, 1910,

the governmentfl saw tiieir peace doves returning

witii ruffled wlngs and no way out of thie mess of
internai affairs but to, mend the mischief which. had

nearly wrecked their varinus States. Remember

that before October, 1916, tbey iiad already put tho

people on the "iron ration." Food, fuel and clothing

had been controlled, conserved, "substituted" and
"sub-substituted" Up te a point where thousands of

the, aged, feeble and Infants had died of mal-nu tri-

tion; hearths were cold and homes without artificial

llght; clothing was of shoddy four and five tilles

removed from the original fabric; and a cohbler

would. mend your broken shoes wlthout cost if an

older pair, from wiiicli he could salvage a tew ext7a

scrape of leatii0r, were left witii him for his labor

As Mr. Sciireiner pute; It- Thie regulations te

wiiicli the food crisie of the~ tall of 1916 gave justifi

cation laid the axe to the middleman system ot dî-'

tributien. Theý several governmente empowerel1

their Food Cômmissionsý and Centrale te, establi-,h,

shortcuts trom farm to kitciien that were entlrfly

in the. lands of tii. autiiorities. Though thie P, -c-

chieng Central Was' even tiien not unküowýn it

came now to supplanftbe mlddleman entirely.
Tii. grain was beuglit, tram tlie farmer and turne!

oveor to, the. milla, wlire it ýwâs converted 'into fouir

at a f±ied .price. The- millier *as. no longer able'to-

buy grain.for the. pur pose of holding the. flour atter-

ward until some commis sion-m'iU or wÈiioeealer'

made hlm a good off er. «He wsgentii, grain au.l

bil to account for every pound etIt.

OR wae thie flour- turned baose. Tii. PooJ
1 Cetrals lield It and gave It dlrectly to thie

bakers, wlio meanwhule had been licensed to act as

diatributors of bread. From'se many bags of flour

tliey iiad to-produce se many loaves of bread, and

since centrol by meane of the bread-card coupon

would liave, been as impossible as ift as, before, the

F'aod Commissions assigned to, euh, bakeeliop Fo

many consumera. Tbe bread carde were issued ln

colored and numbered serles. Thie color lndlcateI

the. week ln wicl tliey were valld, vile the num-

ber indicated the. bakeeliop at wiicl the. consumer

h-ad.to get lis bread-liad to get it in the. sens. that

the. baker vas responslble for the, amount. the. card

called for. Tii. Food Central iiad given the. baker

the neceesary flour, aid-lie iiad no excuse before thie

law viien a consumer iiad cause for complaint. 1 If

tiiere vere on. thoueand consumers aeelgned te a

bakeeiiop, the autiiorities eaw te It that the baker

got one tiiousand pounde of flour, and from thus one
thousand laves of bread iiad te b, made

Thie regulatione were ,ntorced with ne regard for

persene. On. baker trled "stretchiing" thie flour and

dlverted ten loaves Into illicit trading dliannels. He

had been tirty yeare in business and vas a "re-

putable" citizen. He vas fin.d fiv. tlieusand crowni

and loet hie license, and -only lie gray liairs sav.dj

hlm trom a prison sentence to boot.

WilI sorn. of aur potential profiteers kindly re-

mexnber this?
Wbat bread lis for the. adult mllk le fer the. baby.

It, tee, was zonifi.4. A card stinhlar te tiiat goverfi-

ing the, distribution ot bread vas adopted, aid deulers


