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THE WINTER PICNIC.

WHAT is a 'winter picnic,' Aunt
I&dith ?" asked Laura. "In this

book it tells about some children hav-
ing a winter picnic, but it doesn't tell
what they do."

"Weil," answered Aunt Edith, "to-
morrow is my birthday, and I will
celebrate it by taking you and Doris
Alden on a winter picnic; then you
will know just what it is."

"Goody !" exclaimed Laura. "And
may 1 go and ask Doris now ?"

"Why," said Aunt Edith, thought-
fully, "I think an invitation to a birth-
day party ought to be written, don't
you?

"Perhaps it had," agreed Laura.
"And you can run out to the wood-

shed and find me a nice smooth piece
of birch bark to write it on," said
Aunt Edith.

It was not long before Laura was
back with the smooth piece of birch
bark; and on it Aunt Edith carefully
printed, "Miss Doris Alden is invited
to a winter picnic at eleven o'clock
to-morrow."

"That is lovely 1" exclaimed Laura.
"But you don't say where ?"

"You can tell her that we will cail
for hier," said Aunt Edith.

At exactiy eleven the next morning
Aunt Edith and Laura found Doris
waiting for themn at her front door.
Thty were ail warmly dressed, for it
was a cold day in early December.
Xunt Edith was drawing a sied, and
,on the sied were severai packages cov-
ered by a large shawl.

They went down the road by the
schooihouse and turned into a wood
road which led in atnong big spruceý
and fir-trees. The sun flickered down
through the branches and made littie
dancing lights across the snow. The
trees kept off the coid wind, and both
Doris and Lauira said it did not seemn
a bit like winter.

"This is the very place for a. winter
picnic," declared Aunt Edith, as they
cam~e to a little clearing, wliere two
great iedges rose out of the saow'.
Aunt Edith took the shawl fromn the-
packages on the sled and spread it,
over a smooth place near a large tree,
and then put the sled on the shawl.
"That is our dining-roomn," she ex-
plained. "Now you find me somne dry
twigs and smali branches of wood,
and I wili cook dinner right beside
this~ big rock."

It did flot take long to start a fine
blaze and put the potatoes to roast,
and as soon as they were cooked, they
ail sat down on the sled with their
feet on the warm shawl, and ate the
hot potatoes and the littie sandwiches
which Aunt Edith had brought. Then
there were some nice mince turnovers
and big red apples.

Aunt Edith put the fire out very
carefuily, and Doris and Laura fasten-
ed an appie to a branch of a tree.

"Some winter-loving bird may be
glad to find it," Aunt Edith said.

"Now I know just what a wînter
picnic is," said Laura, happily, as they
trudjged toward homne.-Youth's Coin-
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SHIE TOOK PRE4CAUTIONS.

T HE Dutch peasant lives withl
canais ail about him,ý and

reaches his cottages by way of a
drawbridge. Perhaps it's in the blood
of a Dutch chiid flot to'faîl into a
canal. At ail events, 'the Dutch
mnother neyer appears to anticipate
such a possibility. Qne can imagine
the average English mother trying to
bring up a family in a bouse sur-
rounded by canais. She never would
have a minute's peace until the child-
ren were in bed. But then the mnere
sight of 'a canal to the Englîsh child
suggests the deliglits of a sudden and
unexpected bath. An Englishman in-
quired of a Dutch woman: "Does a
Dutch chiid by any chance ever fail
into a canail?" "Yes," she replied;
"cases have been known." "Don't youi
do anything for it ?" 1continued the
questioner. "Oh, yes," she answered,
"we haul themn out again." "But what
I mean is," expiained the Englishman,
"don't you do anything to prevent
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"Surplus-

-$4,179,440

- 1,271,255
-- 966,221

- 171,147
-- 300,341

The income from interest shows a bandsome
increase over the previous year. tbough the
saine high standard of securities bas been
maintained. The SAFE investmentocfmoney
is, and must always be, of infiaiteiy ïreater
importance than the interest return there-
front, and this principle has ever guided the
management of this Company in the irnvest-
ment of its funds.

INSURANCE IN FORCE, OVER $61,0O,00Ô

BEAU Orna - WATERLOO, ONT.

BOVRILý
has grown to be indispensable in'
thle sick roomn on 'account of its
valuable strength-giving qualities
and the rezewed vigor it gives to
the conval.escent.

It is equaily valuable in the

KITOHEN
for it not only adds au appetizlng
flavor to the dishes with wlch
it isused, but it materially in-
coases their nutritive value.
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