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arm, but it was plain that he was not
here for the purpose of hunting, as
¢ paid no heed to the excellent marks
orded by the flocks of geese, 1e-
turning “from their feeding grounds,
which flew close over his head and

zlighted noisily in the water, there to

spend the night.

‘“Voila!” muttered he, impatiently.
“Dumontes surcly ought to arrive
soon. I told him to be here before
stinset, and now it is long after. Can
anything have happened? I don’t think
s0. I told him to have his recruits
ready at noon, and to travel fast, by
the most unfrequented roads he could
find; and he knows the country well

,un'\Ontes is a trusty officer, a little
fond of his glass Sacre! it may be
that! If it is ” and his brow dark-
ened threateningly. “The time is
drawing near,” he continued, ‘“‘when
Riel shall want every man he can get,
and he would be furious if he knew
we were wasting time plundering on
the road. But the first blow has al-
ready been struck, so it can do no
harm. Besides, this farmer Shaw has
the finest herd of thoroughbreds in
the West, and we need horses! If it
is true that he also, as Dumontes
savs, really sold the best of his cattle
a short time ago, he must have a big
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bundle of money, and, by gar! we
wunt money, too! If -this job suc-
ceeds, I will at once set off to join
our forces.”

As he uttered these words, he again
mounted to his place of observation
and was gratified to see; rapidly des-
cending the “hills to. the southward,
a tand of mounted men.  As he look-
ed, they entered .the' ravine andiad-
varced quickly along-the road at its
bettom. :

It was now rapidly getting dark,
and he strained his eyes to“discover,
in the man who rode at the head of
the cavalcade, his lieutenant Dumontes.
The former was of the same build,
but did not otherwise resemble 'his
friend. Then suddenly he made the
discovery that the band of men, who
were now coming along the lake road
at a distance of less than a hundred
yards away, was not the one he was
lcoking for, but was probably one of
the  local  volunteer corps, travelling
about to investigate some matter!

The revelation was: a startling one.
He knew his. dress and trappings would
itimediately betray him as a French-
nean, or at least as a.rebel. His lurk-
ing there would be taken as a sus-
picicus fact. At all costs' he must
prevent a meeting with them. There

was no time to lose. Glancing hur-
riedly about, he saw something he had
not noticed before. Half hidden by
bushes was a deep ditch, dug through
the bank, probably to drain the mea-
dow-land above. Hastily untying ‘the
rope ‘by which his horse was ‘secu;ed,
he stepped into the opening. The ditch
wac some four feet wide and three
deep. The bushes which grew over it
irade it somewhat deeper, and he had
not much fear that either he or his
horse would be seen, as it -was now
cuite dark. After he had gone a short
dictance, he made the animal lie down.
Then he quickly hobbled it, and muz-
zled it by tying his scarf over 1ts
mouth. He patted it and spoke quietly
to it, and it lav quite still. He: now
stcle back to the opening of the ditch,
~e-arranged the. thick screen of bushes
so as to almost entirely conceal it, and
crouched down to listen.

No sooner had he done so than the
cavaleade roee up and, to his surprise,
halted. There was an instant’s silence,
and then 4 voice said in a low tone:

“Is not this the place; boys?”

Several voices responded in the af
firmative, and the first speaker pro-
ceeded:

“Green certainly declared positively

that Gervoise was in this neighbor-
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hood, and that he would meet his lieu-
terant with recruits here to-night.
When the Frenchman went through
here a month ago, I suspected that he
was going to recruit a company over
the line. Since the outbreak in the
Territories, it is our duty to suppress
e"€ry suspicious movement we see,
and in this case, when Gervoise is so
cbviously collecting a force for Riel,
we must act. We shall wait here for
a time, and if they do not arrive we
must go elsewhere.”
|  The listener did not wait to hear
| more, but stole quietly away toward
his horse. He was Gervoise, and he
had been betrayed. Green, at whose
Lcuse he had spent the previous night,
was a Catholic, and he had thought he
could trust him. So he had told him
about the arrival of his force.
“Fortunately I did not mention my
pian of attacking Shaw’s ranch,” he
thcught. “As it is, I have a little score
to settle with Green at some future
time. How lucky fellows did
not know the road my force was to
come! Why, Dumontes must have
been close at -heir heels, and he can-
not be far away now. I will find him,
and then we will to work. Shaw’s
farm is a couple of miles away, so
these fellows will know nothing of it.
In the morni I
I

these

1 ng, they will find what
1as been done under their noses, and
they will feel in good humor!”

With these reflections, he unbound
hic horse and led him softly away.
When he reached the end of the ditch,
he could no longer hear the
behind him. He

voices
mounted and rode
off, soon increasing his pace to a fast
gillop. He had reached the base of
the hills, when he heard above him the

1

unmistakeable sounds of an approach

band of horsemen, and drew his

liorse into the shadow of some trees
till - he y were.
mistaken. He
oice singing and
1 very light-hearted fash-

shiould see who they
his time he was not

Dumontes’ v

ey ame nearer, he saw
t of a lantern which one of
ld, that their horses werc
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rascal! cried Dumontes
you, sir, approach me like

you know that I am——"

‘ 1] ou drunken fool!” order
er up becide him
and looked ;L—*ynly at his

‘ thordinate Dumontes’

glance quail-

'DYING WITH CRAMPS
‘ he distress times 1s soO severe
ans death. In
cramps with
it? “I think Ner-

t remedy in the world
nps,” writes W. B.
When 1 take

ing to relieve

| am never
1d Nerviline
and stomach

{ it for strength

Gt

January

Inter]

ed, and |
dle. He
voise gof
“Pardo
stammers
enemy.”
“Even
other, “
kimas y
only as

I't
consist
bushel:
has a
Peterb
wife a
pre-err
loraine
winter

t1 f
these 1

Rebine




