
CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO

discharged from such confinement, commitment, custody, or arrest, for or
by reason of such alleged right, title, authority, privileges, protection, or
exemption, so set up and claimed, and the law of nations applicable
thereto, and that the same exists in fact, and has been duly proved to the
said justice or judge, then it shall be the duty of the said justice or judge
forthwith to discharge such prisoner or prisoners accordingly. And if it
shall appear to the said justice or judge that such judgment of discharge
ought not to be rendered, then the said prisoner or prisoners shall. be
forthwith remanded: Provided always, That from any decision of such
justice or judge an appeal may be taken to the circuit court of the United
States for the district in which the said cause is heard; and from the
judgment of the said circuit court to the Supreme Court of the United
States, on such terms and under such regulations and orders, as well for
the custody and appearance of the prisoner or prisoners, as for sending
up to the appellate tribunal a transcript of the petition, writ of habeas
corpus returned thereto, and other proceedings, as the judge hearing the
said cause may prescribe; and pending such proceedings or appeal, and
until final judgment be rendered therein, and after final judgment of dis-
charge in the. same, any proceeding against said prisoner or prisoners,
in any State court, or by or under the authority of any State, for any
matter or thing so heard and determined, or in process of being heard
and determined, under and by virtue of such writ of habeas corpus, shall
be deemed null and void.

Passed the Senate, July 8, 1842.
Attest: ASBURY DICKINS,

Secretary.
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