"_The Petmon of ‘the undemo’ned Mrmster, Churchwardens and other Inha.brtants of' the .
s ‘ *Orastheproper_ S

L Majesty’s colonidl possessions, and-especially in these Nort

EIY

CLERGY RESERVES CANADA SRR ;1353 .y

FORM OF PETITION IN BEHALF OF THE- COLO\IIAL CHURCH

. 1. To the Rmht Honourable the Lords ‘Spiritual and Temp oral; "
- 2. To the Honourable the ‘Commons of Great Britain and/l(eland ; [m Parhament
Assembled.] .

Parish or Townshnp ot AT . im the County of
Humbly showeth,’ o ) ‘
“That your [Lordshxps’] petmoners are ﬁlled wrth the de l;])est recrret that throughout Her

No.go. -

Governor Thomsen - ="

‘to Lord J. Russell, -
5 February 1840, . -

llncl ‘in No. go

designation of the - -
petitioners may be.

American provinces, the provi~'. . "

sion for religious instruction, according to the doctrine and discipline-of ‘the United Church '

L of: England ‘and Treland, is ‘totally lnagequate to the wants of the inhabitants. - =

That such wants have been largely increased of late years by extensive emmratxon from ": -
Great Britain and Ireland; and that the religious destitution of the emigrants, thus’ removed -

from the spiritual advanta«es which they’ enjoyed at: home, and ‘cut off from. the opportunities

tru'iy deplorable
hat the provision hitherto made for the relmous mstmctlon of the members of the

“which were. there ‘afforded them for worshxppmw Grod after the ‘manner of thelr fathers, Is

-Established Church in these colonies, and more e:.pema.lly the tricts-of land in this-province '

- ».of Upper Canada: called clergy reserves, ‘which have been set-apart,. under the authority of .
- Parliament, for the maintenance of a protestant. clergy, are:sought, not merely by individuals, -

but by Her Majesty s present Adxmmstratron, to be n.henated and chvertcd from thexr onn'mal L N

"+ destination.

‘That your petmonerq therefore humbly pray, :

Lordships . . .
That your {Honoumble House

- 'i"rao'ement to the bishops and clergy throughout the Bntrsh colonies, and will make prov:sxou

. will be pleased to contmue your protectlon and encou- e

for i Aincreasing their number to such an amount. as may be required by the circumstances of .
the dlﬂ'erent provinces; that you[r Lordshi s] will devise measures for readering the clergy-- - -

.- .reserves in-the’ Canadas, and all other lands in British America  intended for. the benefit of
- the church, available for the ‘sacred purposes to which they were orx«rmally déstined ; and -

that you[r LOrdshlpsj will refuse to pass or sanction any law ‘depriving the colonial church : g o
- &g endowments solemnly conveyed to- her by ‘rrants from the Crown, or by the Parhament of Co
’ reatBntam s , -

“And your pehtloners will ever pray

St

Ev.

(Separate) : IR ---No 91 —

Cop\' of a DESPATCH from Lord John  Russell to’ the nght honourable
C Poulett Thomson e

S, O : Dowmng-etreet 20 March 1840
1 HAVE to acknowledge the recelpt of ‘your despatch of the 5th of February,

:-‘ enclosmé a-.copy of an address, which has appeared in the public journals of

E Upper

- “.Teserves. . _ )
", After the full. and free dlscussmn whlch this. questron has recently undergone, o
' 'fand the deliberate -decision which the legislature have expressed upon:it, Iwas. - = ...
" not prepared to expect that the anhop ot Toronto would see ﬁt to enrrage m this. .~

_ specres of agitation against, the measure.

L » - Tlu, petztzons may be wrztten on. common paper: —The szgnatures, as in the petztwns of .
o qut year, . to have the Tesidence and, number qf the famzl _/ opposzle, and t/ze clergymans Co
T szgnature testzfyzng to their. aut/zentmty : o e

" No. 91 .

Lord JoRussell to -

GovernorThomson, -
20 March.1840." - .

TN anada, from’ the Bishop of Toronto: to the clergy and laiety of his .
.. diocese, urging them. to petition agamst the progress of the Bill ‘which has been " o
.+ .passed by the levxslature of the provmce for the ﬁnal (hsposrtlon of ‘the: clergy F

- The: récorded ‘opinions “of -his” Lordshxp,' ‘as to the injury fo' socrety and to‘_:.' e

‘ the interests of religion which. is likely to spring from such a system of excite- - "> = .-
'ment, would, -as you have shown, have’ Justlﬁed the expectatlon that he would o

- ’have abstamed from adoptmo' it on this occasion. = B
‘It is, however, highly satlsfactory to know, beyond the poss1b111ty of dlspute, ST

”,'v"the province haye. viewed the measure in a calmer. and wiser spirit; and I

R AR

Coe0s. o c;¢34 T

s Ihave,&c

(sxmed) J Russell

~that so many respectable and influential ‘members of the Church of England in

. earnestly trust, that if not obstructed in-its passage, it will be: found‘to realise 1"
.-the object. for which' it’ was" framed, and on" account of which it“has been so = - .o
- strongly supported by all classes, and will remove. an element - of discussion ‘*
“* which 'has been-solong the fruitful ‘source of -irritation and. discontent;" and«._ L
" i'f;_vvhlch could only be protracted at the nsk of the best mterests of the’ provmce : e




