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and here are united, so te speak, the olimats of
Italy, the beauty of the Apennines, and the tertility
of E ngland. Mountain and valley, hill and dalo,
crowyned with high forests and rioh pasture grenade
and plains, afford the most pleasing varioty."

lerom what 1 have eaid above regarding the slow-
ness of Tasmania, I would not have yen te inter it
is altogether idie, for the following figures will
prove the contrary. The total population was
estimated last June te ho 139,220. The chief pro-
duots are bark (for tanning), fruite, geld, tisubor,
tin and wool. As high as 2,741,787 Ibo. ot preerved
fruits and 303,708 bushels of green fruit have been
exported in a single season. For tho year 1886
3,776 tons of tin were exported. There are 446,391
acres undor cultivatien, and bosidea other live
stock the Colony had 1,608,946 sheep, iu June, 1887.
litis will give you an
idea of what ie being
(loue.

0f ail the Australasian
Colonies Tasmania is
the most notably Eng-

Iish in its charaoteris-
tics, and Hobart, the
chiel oity, of over28,000
population, and tho seat
of governmont, is de-
cidedly Englieli in its
appearanco.and oustoms.I

Our observations wero
Iimited to a short stay

a trip by rail across the
Island (133 miles) to
Launcoston, the second
nost important City,
located on the river
Tamar, 40 miles from its
mouth, la the north of é
the Island, where we
aise made a briet stay.
I3esides thîs Uine there -~ ,~.

are several short branch
railroads, but this is the
"Tasmanian Main Lino e-

Railway."
liefore the railway,

whîch is a compara-
tively recent institution, ~ /4
ail trafflo was by coach
over a superb road builb
snd kept i perfect or-
der by convict labor.
So adrnfrably was the 0
coaching syetem car.
ried eut that it used te be a jeurney of only ton
te twelve heurs-lt new takes six heurs by rail.
lising used te, sec such large trains and spacieus
cars as thoso usod ini Canada, a glance at a Tas-
inuan railway train would reuso your curiosity
and cause you te emile. In the firet place tho gauge
is only 3 tt. 6 in., a.nd hence the cars are very eniall
and narrew-certainly ne wider than a Toronto
Yongo Streot Car, but somewbat longer. The seats
are placed along the aide lilce those of a street car,
and if the car be at ail full, seh lengthy individu.
ais as myself have te double up considerably te
niake room, and about six heurs ridiag la such a
dicarniage" (as they called them> is an "«elegant
inflicieucy."' The cars belng se emaîl and the track
as narrow, it was possible te make more troquent,
hortor, and sharper turns than in au ordinary rail.
oad-a tact the engineere did not ferget te take
dyantage cf-fer the first third of the way threugh

the meuntainous district it was the most serpentine,
up and down railway I evor traveled over. There
were several horso.shoe bonds. This toy railroad,
as 1 arn tempted te caîl it, was a curiosity to us and
affcrded us cousiderablo amusement. There were
soins very pretty bits ef scenery-especially the
views cf Mount Wellingten.

Eu roule we crossed the river Jordan, called at
Jeruealem (a quaint little village) fer water, passed
the Sea cf Tiberius (a marshy hollow about a mile
in oxtent), aad aise made a short stop at Jericho ;
the first setlers cf the district having evlncod a
great fondness for Biblical names. There was but
little agricultural land te be seen from tho train
excopt for the last twelve miles. Harvest was ovor
and tbe crops had been light. Owing to an unfor-
tunate drought mnauy fields had been partially lofa
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uncut, the crep being scarcely worth taking off.
Launceston le a clean and neat little place, cen-

siderably smaller than Hobart-but wants waklng
up sadly. We teck beave ot Launcoston for Mol-
bourne on Jannary 23rd-twenity.tour heurs by
steamer. The torty mile ride down the Tamar was
particularly enjoyable, the eurroundigs reminding
me cf the upper part et Puget Sound.

When wo awoke in tho morning, the low, sady
and anytbing but intfirestiag coast lineocf Victoria
was in sight, and before noca we wore enterig
Ilthe heade " et Port Phillip Bay. Juet outside the
outrance was the wreck cf an untertunato ship
which had mot its tate on the dangereus rocks ot
the headlands. IL wae a sad spectacle, and having
corne ehl the way trorn England te ho wrecked en
close te the desired hayon, seemed doubly bard.
Juet inside the entrauce there were two other
wrecke-tbe work cf a terrible gale. Port Phillip

Bay is largo, almoat an inland eea-rom the
entrauco te, Melbourne being a strotch cf uearly
fcrty miles. Aloug iLs shores are several watering
places and reorts. This bay is cof immense value
te the commerce cf Victoria, affording sevoral
ports. Melbourne itself is at the head cf this bay,
on the river Yarra-Yarra. Williamstowu, eue cf
the ports, is on the left at the mouth cf the river,
and is the stepping place fer the largent ehips, none
exceeding 1,600 tons being able te proceod around
by tho crooked and rather shallew river into the
City.

On the lSth cf June, 1836, the presont site cf
Molbourne was known as Beargrass, and comprimea
thirteen buildings, viz., Lbree weatber-board, two
slate, and eight turf buts ; and what are now the
principal streets cf Melbourne were thon pasturc

lande. To.day a mag-
nificent CiLty is there te
ho seen with ail the
latest advantages and
attractions modern sci-
ence has dielosed-a
inetropolis %vith splendid
suburba and a popula-
tien ot 365,000 seuls !
OnI>' think et it! Our
first impressions were
meet pleasing- and last-
ing, and a stay thereocf
a wcek but încreased
our admiration cf this
wonderful CiLty.

Mr. Chas. McLeed,
the Australasian repre-
sentatîve cf our Cern-
pany, met us at the
dock, and iL did eeem
good again te shako the
baud cf an acquaint-
ance and ospecially a

\\ fellow-coumtryman. Ho
'"rogaled us with glewing

accounts ot bis succes
with the Toronte Light
Binder and bis triumphs

\,h at the varions field
. ..... trials,

A further* account et
our exponionces in Ans-
tralia I leave te anether
letter.

When Tasmania wae
first occupied by tho
English in 1803, there

were four or five thousand natives upon it; there
,%vas incessant war betweon them and the whites
until 1832, when the greater nuiuber cf the blacks
had been killed, cnly a few hundrede remaining
In 1854 there were only sixteen et them alive, andi
the last died ln 1876.

Tasmania centaine the most valuablo tUn mine in
the world, its annual yield being worth uearly a
million dollars. It was diecovered in 1872 by a man
whc was regarde by hie neighbors as more than
hall a lunatie. For years hoe sought for tin among
the meuntains, sufferng ail sorts cf hardehips and
privations ; and when at last ho tound tho desired
deposit, his assertion that ho had done se was net
believod. He was nicknamed "lPhilosopher Smith "
aa ad great difflculty in socuring attention te, his
discover>' and raieing the necessary capital for
workig tho mine. Like mest discovorers, ho did
net reap the reward for wbat ho feund, as ho ivas
cosnpelled te, seîl hie ahares in the mine while thoy
wore at a vory low price. A share originally cost-
ing thirty shillings wae worth eigbty pounds a tew
years later.--Tiis. W. KNox, in thc Boy Travellers
in A iistralas<a.


