
280
THE WEEK.

AN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL 0F POLITICS, SOCIETY, AND LITERATURE
in RM ad One ya,$00 i months,.t$Luùj; four monthB, $1.0O. Subsoriptions pyb

ADVETISENT, lmao.eol)tionablo, iu character and limited In nuinber, will be takena$4 per lion per anaou; $2.0 jrer lino for six uionths; $1.50 per lino for three months; 20 ceu1týPer lille l)0r ilosertioli for a shorter periol.Mucir Ou<ra ] l -- u Ilnd supidpotg roa n rm following:-
Ail~~ ~~ a 1 wil be he upb 1r ty as tob ur WBR' tasteful typo-gphia "Illsrao bn ehaetevlu o teavrisul.it ome No advertiseusent cla<e esand tî ý ln a l.r5. th. CLUTE iRts.s Maaer, 5 Jordan

Ate t I r ,&to.1 
. . L O K T C 

M NS N, Pub l ihe .

THE same correspondent of the Globe who a short time ago was cal1inîfor legisiation to compel bis landiord to reduce the rent of the bouse nomiproposes that no landiord shall be allowed to charge more than three dollarian acre for cleared land, wbatever the clearinig Or the land itself may havecost. Tbis is one of a series of measures by which lie thinks we migbitavert the great revolution predicted for the und of the century by tbatcool buaded and sure-footud investigator, Prince Kropotkine., the Wigginsof pol -itical meteorology. We do flot know what the correspondent's ownoccupation may bu. Let us supposa that hie is a tailor. Tailors are saidta be bîghly cammunistic. Marr, himisulf a Coinuîîînist, is quoted as statingthat at the meetings of Communists iii Switzerland three-fourtbs of tbosepresent were of that tradle. IlJ feit," be says, Ilwhien I unterud one of theseClubs tbat 1 was with the Mother of tailors. The, tailor, sitting and cbat-ting at bis work, is always extrema in bis opinions. Tailor and Communistare synonymaus termis." We propose, then, that no tailor sliall be allowedto charge more tban five dollars for a coat, let the pric(, of cloth be whatit muay, and that if the tailors refuse to inake coats for us at that pricetbuy shall be brought to the whipping-post. The correspondent would ofcourse enact that the landowner sbhould be coînpelled to clear theu land,for whicb bu was to receivu no more tban tbreu dollars ; otherwjse the landiiglit flot be cleared ; and this coulti only be done with tbe lash.

iHououi ane party is in power at Ottawa aîîd the otber at Toronto, theposition of the Opposition leader for Ontario suems as liopcless as tbat of theOpposition leader for the Dominion. Mr. Meredith plays bis part well ;lie is a goad speaker, aibeit rather of a mild order; lie is personally respectedand popular in the highest degree; yet lie mnakus no wfty. The cause isthe saine in bis case as in that of bis Liberal brother in adversity: hae biasno policy on wliich to appual to the people for a change of Government.
A palicy offers itsulf to biîîî, but lie will not emnhînce it; indeed, to ernbrace
it is hardly in bis power so long as bis party is a donkey-angine to a party
resting on the support of the Roman Catbolics of Quebec. if lie wcrewiiling, and were left a.t liberty, to attack the Mowat-Lyîîch compact bymoving boldly against sectarian domination, hae would sooni find Iimsui4lf
borne forward by a strong and antliusinstic followilng. Self-respocting,
citizens are sick of the sectarian yoke. But so long as lie bias to shape his
course with a view to thu retention of the mure reumnant of Roman Catholics
whicb still lingers witbin bis party linos, thora is really nuc reason wby any.body shîould maku an effort to put himi in and the Mowat-Lynchi Confedura-
tion out. The balance of parties, therofore, is liku]y to romain indetinituly
as it is. Tbis state of tbings is to bu regrotted on groulids broader and
higlier than any connected with the rivalry betweuxî Mr. Meredith and
Mr. Mowat. Party in the, Local Lagislature bias always suunîed to us
transcendently absurd. But if we are to have it, an occasional cbange of
tbe party in power is absolutely essentiai to the purity of administration.
'flera can bu fia political liouse-cleaning withaut it. Of aIl Govurnments
in the world, save us fromn a party Goverimuent withîout an effective Oppo-
sition.

TomE defeat by the Governînent of Mr. Monk's liill for the extension
of the Torrens Act to tbe County of Canleton, tbough mucli to be regretted,
was flot sa injurious to tbe cauntry as their refusaI to comply witb the
recomnmendation of the Land Law Amndmunt Association, that ail newly
patenited lands shonid bu at once brouglbt under the Act. In evury onu of
the Australian Colonies thesu lanîds wcre from the lirst required ta bu brauglit
under the Act, and as a consequence a large portion of the landowners
bave imuvur known any ather than the Torrens System ; in Queensland,
aver ninety.eiglit per cent. of the land being now unîdur the Act. This
provision would be a gruat boon ta the nuw landowners of the Algama,
Nipissing, Thunder Bay, and Rainy River Districts. The owners of landin the last-named district will not bu inclined ta bu thankfnl that their lot
bias fallen under the jurisdiction of the Refarm Govurnment of Ontaria
wben they find that the Conservative Government of Manitoba lias con-
ferred the full benefits of the Torrens System on their neiglibours in
Manitoba, and bias also swupt away thu last vestige of fendalism from tho
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land tenures of that Province. WVhy the inhabitants of the iRainy River
District shonld bu pestered with estates tail, base feus, tenancy by thecurtesy, and the mIle in ShelleY's case is liard to, compruhlend. TbeeAttarnev-General's idea of revolutionary lugislation must bu peculiar whenhoe s0 designated the sweuping away of sncb unmixed evils.

As many British Liberals voted with the Government in the Rieldivision as voted witb tbe leader of tbe Liberal Opposition. No morenaed bu said. To pretend that Hr. Blake feli into a trap is idie : lie hadmost deliberately considered the question, and had laid out the rigbts aluneta bu taken upon it, in bis London speech, with the greatest cîearncs nfarce. For Mr. Blake, standing on anytbing like tenable ground, thesMinister of Justice would bu fia match ; but lie wan an easy victary averMr. Blake standin g on sucb ground as tlie cause of Riel. The plua Ofîmpnnity for politicai crime ought ta bu denounced as often as it is Putforward. Lt would place society at the mercy of every scoundrel whapreferrud agitation ta honiest work, and at a time whun the number of suchscoundrels is daily on the increase. The crimes of Robespierre and Carrierweru political. The Phoenix Park murdurs wure political. Bucause acrime is political it by fia muans follows that it is flot sulfisb. Lt was tamnake himself Emperor that Louis Napoleon massacrud tliousands of ino-cent citizens and deportud othur tbousands ta Cayenne. Riel would bavepersanally prafitud on tbe largust scale by the success of lis rubullion, andlie clcarly marked the mercunary character of bis unterprise hy showingbiniseîf ready ta sel! ont. Hu bad actually estopped himsulf and lisdefunders fraîn this plea by bis awn exucution of Scott for off uning politicalrusistance ta bis usurpation. Mr. Blake is the prince of Canadian adva-catus, but in this case lie had n bad brief, and a lamentable catastrophewas the rusult. Unluckily tbe country suffers as well as the party leader
and the party. This fiasco will taku ahl the life ont of the much-needud
inquiry into the causes of the rubellion. We came back ta the samne pointThe leader of the Opposition lias no pahicy ta oppose ta the policy of thieGovernment. Ru is canseuently drivun ta angling for "lvotes." Nowlie angles for the Fenian vote, now for the Bleu. Such stratugy is weakas weil as ignoble. Artificial alliances neyer last. I r lk a
succeeded in capturing the Bleu vote by aff'ected sympathy for Riel, liewould flot have huld it for six months. The trutb is, tisat the sympathy
of thc Bleu politicians for Riel is just as iolaow as lus own.

THE adjonrnment of the Sunate for thrue wecks in the beginning of thesession was a practical confession that it could nat initiate legîslation. Anattamipt ta initiate legislatian on the part of a body whicb bias îîo authoritywould of course bu idle : bis of any importance, wliun sent down ta that1-anse in whicli all power centres, wonld lie no more advanced by thelugislative endorsument of the Senate than by the printer's naine upanthoir backs. It is in the interest of Conservatisni that a ruformn of theSunatu is ta bu dusired. Radicais may wuhl bu content ta allow theConsurvative elumunt in the Constitution ta liave a nominal organ which,iii reaiity, is a caver for impotence. It is with this feeling tliat tlieRadicals in Engiand discountenance a ruform of the flouse of Lords, whichthey, with mncb reason, regard as a practical ostracism of the Consurvativeforces. No Senator surely can persuada hinîiseif that ruai aiîthority willrosîdu in a flouse thîree-fourths of the luemburs of whicli are the nomineusof onu man, and nominated by him openly and flagrantiy in lis owninturust; or believe 'that sncb an assembly would bu able ta oppose aneffectuai harnier ta any rcvalntionary or socjaîistic movement which miglitgain possession of the popular flouse. Tbe presunce, wbich nabody dunies,of somu vury able and valuable men in the body will not snpply tlie wantof a collective tîtie ta public confidence. If theru is a gennine Conserva-
tive with a brain in lis liead, in the Senate, lie will set himself, before it
is too late, ta propose a measuru of reform.

THE paralysis of legislation at Wasliington stili continues. 0f morethan seven tliousand bills and resoîntions introdnced so far this session,not more than onu or two muasures of prime importance have been fullycansîdered. Numurans ineasures of no importance whatuver ta the countryhave of course bad abundant attention; but there legisîntion lias stopped.As THE WEEx lias already said, it is evident that where, in consequenceof tao frequent elections, a Rcprcsentativc's whole timu and effort is takennp in retaining bis seat, but littie of cithur can bu given ta public business.
Where the ruai business of legislation is donc by standing- committees, aononu or anothur of which uvery Representative nat otlierwise pravided *with
a cbairmanship is piaced, with nimitud licunse ta introduce bills and
resolutions, and with unimited respansibiîity toward politicians ; where
toc, the lugislation in the Hanse is canducted without any recognized or


