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Losses Can be Reduced When
2 Earnest Effort s Made
Individually

Reduction in Canada’s fire loss
must be effected through recogni-
tion by the public of personal
responsibility.  Unfortunately, we
have too long looked to other
interests to initiate and carry out
laws or regulations to reduce the
heavy losses due to destruction of
buildings and stocks by fire,

As insuran e companies are
directly interes ed in the fire waste
much has been expected of them in
the way of fire prevention effort,
Fire insurance, however, is strictly
business.  Without fires there
would be no need for insurance;
the constant danger of fire is the
principal and in fact the only
reason for the purchase of fire
insurance. Fire insurance rates are

upon experience; as the
insurance companies have control
of the setting of rates, it can readily
be seen that they will proteet
themselves,

Insurance agents are paid by a

ission on the

ol

iums collected, and it cannot

expected of that they should
wish to reduce their incomes.

The mp\;uﬁw of a fire insurance

company for

losses is one
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Andrew his brother, when hand
nets were the most up-to-date gear
for catching fish, and fishermen
knew when their hauls continued
to be light, that they had fished out
& particular area. But, in these
days, when demand may be in-
creased and stimul: d by long
distance transportation facilities,
theintroduct ‘on of modern methiods
of fish eatching, like the steam
trawl, in which tons of fish may be
taken at a lift, it is not so easy to
determine quickly and accurately
whether a given fishery is being
fished out. Intensive modern
methods of fishing may for a few
years give a larger catch, even when
the supply of fish is diminishing.
Depletion is therefore an insidious
thing, creeping upon our fisheries
before we know it. Sometimes it
is far advanced before we even
suspect its beginning,

But there is one pretty sure way
of detecting it—that is by statistics
of catch (not of value) over a
period of years. If the eatch keeps
going down year after year, we
may be sure, despite intensive
methods of fishing, that the species
under observation is being cleaned
out. A statistical enquiry of this
sort shows that there are several
species of Canadian fishes in pro-
cess of depletion. One of these is
the sturgeon, a fish caught in large

8| umbers years ago in the Great

lakes, especially lake Erie, and

the which was highly esteemed for its

edible qualities.  As late as 1900,
the annual catch of this fish
to 2,645,722 Ibs.; by
1010, it had decreased to 1,036,400
Ibs., &d, in 1919, only 27,700 Ibs.

was taken.
The shad, also, is almost extinct

in our waters. In 1885, the catch

was 14,535 bbls.; twenty years

later it was 6,265 bbls.; in

it went down to 3,867 bbls., whilst

in 1919, production was only 1,038

bbls.
The “big run” of the valuable
n, which oceurred

four on the Fraser
mhhr!trhnColumbh,'ul
thing the past, due to over-

1915, (i

Yale during the construction of the
Canadian Northern Railway, pre-
venting the salmon from ascend ing
the river to spawn in the tributary
streams and lakes of the upper
river. There are other fisheries,

too, which a statistical study shows |

to be declining for Canada as a
whole, and many individual
streams and bodies of water are
being depleted of valuable species,
This is especially true of game fish
which bring so many thousands of
dollars worth of tourist trade into
the country every year,

The remedy lies in prevention of
over-fishing and in planting fry to
replenish fished-out waters, it is
remarkable what fish eulture will
do to rehabilitate our fisheries. In
1912, the Commission of Conserva-
tion, after a careful statistical
mn:x of whitefish production in
the Great Lakes, represented to the
Government that the supply of
this valuable fish was being de-
pleted and showed that the small
annual plant of fry then being
made was quite inadequate to
make good the loss. Later, the
Government increased its fish cul-
tural facilities and made larger

lants of fry. The results speak
or themselves. In 1010, the wm
fish catch was 12,772,300 lbs, In
1915, it rose to 15,352,900 Ibs., and
in 1919 it reached 19,740,300 Ibs,,
in spite of the heavy consumption
of fish during the war years,
Private interests have
in and
of fry in streams an:
of water

smaller
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Mpke Comtract with Rainmaker
tal Less 1t
pitation

“Is it necessary to leave the
farmer to learn wisdom at his own
expense by becoming the prey of

greedy plunderers? . . . . It is &
#ood thing to prevent forest fires;
it would be still better to stop the

squandering of the savings of the
people.”-Mgr, Choguette, at Seventh
Annual Meeting of the Commission
of Conservation

The United Agricultural Associa-

tion of Medicine Hat district has
entered into a contract with “Rain-

maker” Hatfield, under which, if
four inches of rain shall fall between
May 1 and August 1, 1921, Hatfield
is to be paid $8,000. He is to be
given eredit for one-half of the pre-
cipitation at $4,000 per inch up to
a maximum of four inches; in
other words, if four inches of rain
falls, Hatfield gets credit for two
inches and receives $8,000, while
Providence is to get credit for the

other two inches.

In order to carry out his Pm of
the contract “Rainmaker” Hat-
field is to “construct and build a
rain ipitation and attracti
plant” at a suitable location, also
rain nug.

The minion Meteorological
Bureau, Toronto, says of this pro-
posal: “In my opinion the whole
thing is absurd. We are not
ignorant as to the causes which

to rain, and fuuy ize
i':“ the forces of nature involved

er are tic, 8o gigantic
indeed that it is hard to conceive
that any forces chemical or other-
wise that man can bring to bear
are otherwise utely pic~
; . The which wreck-
Halifax in ber, 1916, did

C. V. Marvin, Chief of the
Uniudnsrt- w-th: 'Bnnm.
says epartment “ eagerl;
desirous of assisting in the




