
AINSWORTII.
A. shoot of rich silver-leadi ore lias becn encountered in

No. 2 tunnel of the Bismark mine, on the South Fork of
Kasio Creek, Ainsworth Mining Division. Assays have given
250 Ozs. silver and 70 per cent, lead, and it is estinated that
there is $17,000 worth of ore already exposed. The lower
tunnîiîel is to bc extended with the object of tappinig the same
shoot of ore at a greater depthi.

Two iew veins have been discovered on thc Vera group,
also on the South Fork of Kaslo Creek. l'lie width of one
is given at 20 feet and of the other t8 feet. They are uhouglt
to be extensions of lcads that have for somte timie been work-
ed on thc Cork and Province, two shippinîg properties across
tie creek.

NELSON.

'Mr. C. A. Ulricli, a recent arrivail, wlo is stated to have
liad a long mnining experience in Atstralia and New Zealand,
has arrangCd for the purchase of the Great Hope and Ahia
minerai claims, situate on Crowford Creck, near Nelson.
Tlie ore on this property is galcna, carrying 40 ozs. silver
per ton and 70 per cent. lcad. An aerial ropeway fron tic
minei to the wagon road is to be put in to facilitate shipinit
of ore to the smelter.

'T'lie Mollie Gibsoni mine i non in stcady operation. \Ir.
C. E. Trethewey having reccntly heen ppointed supîerintend-
ent. An additional 500 feet of tramway lias bcc installed
and other preparations made for ic carly commencement
of slipiments.

Exploration vork has becn coiimenced ai tic Crawford
Bay iroin mines, with tIe driving of a tunnel which is de-
signed to encouinter the ore at a depti of r.ooo fect.

YMIR.

Ad ices fromi Ynir, in thc Nelsont district of West Koot-
play, state thiat ore iiiilled in local mills and slippcd fron
Yiir mines to the smtelters non cxcceds im quantitîy ro.ooo
tons per mîonth. 'Tis shons a considerable improvcenicit
in the production. With the exception of ic Ynir Con-
painy's gold minc, wiich now produces less thian half of tie
total tonnage, the mines in the district are in their inancy.

The new strike of ore lately made fi No. 3 tunnel of the
Wilcox mine lias been procd continuous for more tuant 15O
feet. Raises are now bcing made anîd the ore is found ta
vary fron ta feet to tiree fect six inches in widti. Tie
depth fron the surface is ahoit 200 feet.

'Tie Erie Placer \liiiig Company is preparing to start
active operations on its ph.er grouînd on the North Fork of
Salmon River. The gravel carries good value andcl thle gold
is coarse and casily rccovered.

RoSSLAND.
t lias been anniouiced that tlie Govenmiiîent of Britishi

Columbia lias conienced legal proccedings against the Le
Roi \Iinig Company to recover the sumfi of $19,637.23 claieIid
to be dite and uiipaid on accoiit of the two per cent. minerai
tax payable to te Governmtîc on ore produced. Tt is clini-
cd that ic company's quarterly rettîrnls to the Govcriiifieit,
An wNicl the two per cent. tax is isally collected, do îlot
agrec with the returns given ii tic companîy's aniuial reports.
in whici appear certain anoutis as the value of the ore and
certain otlier amounts as the cost of freiglit and treaitment.
l'le contention ain belalf of ihe Govcrnmncnt is tait Ihe tax
sliould he paid on amoutit corresponding to the difierence
bctween sucli adiitted total valie and the acknowlcdged
actual cost of freigitinig and treaing Ie orc. Oin the otlier

hand thIe company clainis that tIe Nortiport siielter, at
wvhich ihe Orc is treated, is owned by a separate Orgaisation
to the Le Roi Company and tuait coisquely the dedcuctiol
for the cost of smchiig the ore, vliich the Act ailows. shoul<i
hc tie ordinary rate clargecdI by the siielter for trcating cus-
loin ores and not siiiply ic bare cost of treating thcii.
The anmount alleged to be due is for the fiscal years ende t

Juine 30. 1902 anid June 30 1903. for whicl periods tlhc Le Roi

Comîpany paid t tthe Govermiieit an M eiicral Tax accouit

tlie sumfi of $17.02t.85 wlile tIe Goveritieit claiiis thiat il

siould have paid $57.259.02. The difference betweci thîese

two tilaounts is wiat is being sucd for. Tlcre havimg recenît'

ly been a change in ic personnel of tlie management of ic
coipany, an adouriiiiieiit to October r5 has becn granted,
in order to give ic new management ample time to becoime
faiiliar with tile position. The question of whelicer a coin-
pany owning ils owni siielter mîay deduict as cost of sielting
the rates il charges for custom ores or whether it iay onily
dcduct actual cost of smîelting is an important oie. Gov-
ernmiiienît oflicials have long cained that soie suci con-
panics have îlot been paying as much as thc Governiieit is
entitled to reccive fron tiei. ILt is nteorthy that Ie
generail manager of tlie Centre Star and War Eagle Comn-
panies, of Rossland, which, by ic way, dl îlot own their own
siielter, althougli a mîost persistent and outspokci opponenît
of ic two per cent. Mincral Tax, has ail along been most
punîctilious in paying the Goveriiient the full amounît it was
cititled to tnder the Act.

Ore crishing was coiniiiced at the White lcar inill oit
Aigist 31. Crisliers, thirty-staip Wilfley tables, etc., have
beci installed, but tile Elmiîore oil plant in îlot yet complete,
delivery of somlie of tlie niacliiiiery havinîg been delayed.
Until tihis shall arrive aid bc placed in position w-ater con-
centratiol onily nill be practicable. 'ie nmill will have a
prescit capacity of 75 to loc tons per dicti. but considerable
enlargeient is contemplated conditioially upoil results withî
ftle initial installation warraiting tlc carryig ouit of lie ad-
ditions in prospect.

'lie Le Roi No. 2 Company lias honded four clains oi Red
Mointain kiown as the Eveniniug-Euîreka group. The develop-
ment of which has already commenced.

T'lie Rosslanîd .Vier states thiat construction wdil siart
immiiîîediately oi an addition ta the Veivct-Portland concci-
trator to double fthe crushing capacity of the mill. This
is iiderstooI to iave bencii ic instructions recived Iy cable
frot London yesterlay, and work is to start fortlhwilth.

lien tie present plant was constructed at the Velvet-
Portland suifficient groind w'as ilasited to permit of tie ad-
cliin. <n that if fite increase was adopted laier the preseit
building wouîld înot hie injured by lie blastiig ncccssary
for foiidaioniis Tlie copiiiany is, therefore, in a position
to procced immîtîîediately witi the work. As ail tIe machincry,
or practically all1. is carried in stock by tlt imatifacturers,
it is expccted that little difficuiiky will ie cxpcrienîced in
getting the itncreasecd plant into operation within six wccks
or two mîîontis.

t'le concentration operations ai lie Velvet-Portland are
dIescribel as llost satisfactory. a large saving hiaviig beei
achieved bv straight water concentration. ''lie company is
now reorted to iave concentrates io the value of $1o.oao
stored ai the miil. This mîîay be shippcd as soon as snow
flics. rendering transport cheaper.

nouxDARv DiSTRICT.

Ani ore train n'as wreckel oi thle Phoenix braiclh of the
Colutbia & C. P. R. Co.'s Western Railway last nionth. A
SIay engine withî 2 cars of ore froi thic Granby iniies and
consigned la taIt com1tpatIy's sIcIter, lcft the track, owin1g
to ic air-brakes not actinlg wlien goinîg down a long scep
grade. Tite engine was badly damîaged and rearly aIl the
ieavy hoîttom-dumpîîîîî cars were totally destroyed. Bctweci
700 and Soo otois Of Ore ncre scattercd about the Nrcck.
'le loss ik stated at betwn'cci $4.ooo and $5o.oo. Noe
of the trainî crew' vas seriously hurt, for wlien ticy found
tIat neitier air or land brakes woild iold te i raii tley

jimpel oiff before lie speccd of the ruiinway got too great
to allow iof tlcir doing so with a chiance of saving their
]ives.

At the annuîîîal IIeciiIg Of ic Denoro Mines, Ltd., ti

Presideit statecdI tat 28,000 tons hîad been shipped during

fite ycar and liesides liqutidatmiug a liability Of $20.000 the

colpanly iad puircliascd a seven drill compressor and other

piani. done mîtuchi ccvelopmIcnît vork and had a substaintial
casl balance in hîandcl.

A s tiimer of important transactions have recently taken

place in this district Thcsc inîclhiîte the boinlîîîg of the Lait-
casihire Lass in Siimiiit camlîp and thie Sudbury in Dieadwood
camii ly tile Montreal & Bostot Comttpany; Ite bîondîiig ni
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