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,J 1 11, 1 ' ill.~ ix-lis il, tire great toî% ers of old
l-~ Part~ Iie Cu liirels, ii 31ont reul, we're

-f~îîialg iiii. liour of tenî, a gust of October
il moie t eruîce tiat, ifs fellowîî, bore dowiu upon
i i-i tiv lit" iii h' Frencli Square fronting thte
A11,u iori-. froui dieni îilultitudeq of ]caves,

lbruil digt zIispuii dryI drove then paut the
.Ii. î.îu'l Ciliîrch. iduiîag 1Yfro Damre Street, acroas
ili- ( liaiîm, t ~u St,. Doinîique Street, anîd

lIt.JLJed thviîî tÀlolîtlvelv iun tliedoorway of a quaitt
Friaul tuuiudîxîcottfage.

1jehrt la uddlisig aujprehenusivcly togcther, thie
d.ivr ujuavd Jb as rte wiîid %vitl rerîewed vîger
liegi,u llu tupun thcîin once 11101 . For a few
iiiuitielIL- il w cird, lient figuire, crute in la ad,
-îto(li iiiUî doorway gatspiitg for breath,
lier cltt%% lîko hiuiilà brush1ingô awvay tie
1eaven, Nwlîiciî clisug te lier as if affriglited.
'rue wdeglif. of >-cars bore uipou lier se

Ittilh riait site rciturcel>' iad strenith te
JluNe il ie or in tire face of tire riotous

iuug in die liLtle parloir, ite wvlieli the
street <ler opoicd, site in.de a reinarkable
jicture. Sie iras clad in a darki, ili fit-
tiîîg dresa, fastened around tire waist by
a brond striji of faded yelluw ribbon ;
about lier ucck the parcliinettlihke skia
huit n la îcav folds, wlîile, lier entire face
%%n-i"senticed nvcr anîd over ivith deep
%vtit)iîc, giviî ii ii~ marvellously aged

At leuîgth lier streiug:i w'turned, and
site naîtfered as slio' hobbled acrees tire
m-ont :"lTire storîu is %vorsp ; 1 fear site
caiiot go eut to-iiiglit," 11encltin, an
anciet door, freont wliicli tire paintelîiad
fnded years before. sie turued tire liandie, wvlîen a
strahige siglit %vas revealed. lIueeling before a
plaster cast cf te Virgin, ivith a string of boue
pnayer-beads in lier hiands, ivas another aged
W<umi.tl. Raîiged ou cubher side of tire statue were
tw'c' colored wvax cauidles, liglitiuug up tire face of
tire deout ivorsitipper, wvlose liair thue vears hiad
bleaehed whiite as tnow. Site wua twenty years
yotiuiger titan lier crippled sister, %vire 1usd defied
dcatli for ucarly a liuindrcd years.

On seeisig tire imange and tire worsiîipper, tire
-sistcr in the doorway îrnînfully full upon ber kncs,
clausped lier banîids, and aise begax te pray.

Fnl tîlci both rose Putting aside lier beads,
tieyouiîger sister-whom tire neiglibors caled

« Little 2%lotlier Soulard "-took up' ai, ancient-.
lueking bonnet, %whiclî stue procecded te fasten by
twe limense .4triuîgs uinter lier chin. Site wva
short, ini st.atuire and incliuued to bostout; lier face,
thougli licavily lined, 'vas -itili pièàsing te) look ut.

ls *t strming as badly as over, Doiluia? silo
wi-cdl, tîîruing te lier sistecr, wîo, stood wvatclîinog
lier puîttiîîg on lier tîtings 'vith a dissatisficd coun-

Tire storni la ivorse tirait ever," Delmia auuswer-
ed pecviishly. IlDe net go eut to-niglit. Yen,
ton, ariG olul, and it is a long way te tire IJonsecours
Churcli. 1 fîar tire sforiin will ho tee miueli for
yoll1'

gouht îluink, dear," replied lier sister, come
eraiingiv. Il1mw our peer aeophew ii bo think-
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ing of us in thiat drcadful place, and think, too, of
lier who was thiR day to have been bis wife.
Tlîey botli soroly need iny prayers this niglit. 1
mnut-I nust go, Pelunla.»

"tBut," contiqnded 1)einia, persistentiy, bring.
in- lier crutch sharply dowvn on tire floor, Il vhy
net pray Iiore"l (turning and looking rit the
statue) Ite the 'Vit-girl, instend -of going out
titis fearful »ighlt to pray te lier in tire chturcli 1 '

Tire Little Mother lut tire shawl site wua drag-
ging around hier alieulders lu to tire iloor, as she
houard tire question, and walking over to lier van-
orable sister, said oxcitedly, as sile grasped lier by
tire arin : Ifl Hae vou not hourd, Delia, of tire
wonderfui answers'to prayer that the Virgin has
giveli in tire I3onscours Churcli 1 Only ycstcr-
day two more miracles wero reported. Madame
Dubuc told me about them this inorning. Two
women who liad been afficited Nwitli laineness for
)-cars were fully restored te iîealth, and they ieft
tlieir crutolies in the church, wvhere they cati be
seoin by nyone.'-

lIer excitement was infectious: the aged Del-
îuia's eyes aise begetn to gleamn vitiî religieus
enthusiasm, while hier trembling hand ciLused the
crutch to keep up a soft tattoo on tire fleor.

IlAnd guess wlîy tire Virgin answered their
prayers, Delmia 7"I site went où in a hiushed voice;
Ilbecause tlîey prayed in the churcli from mid-
iiiglit until daybreak. Ncar:]y ail tire miracles

ttîat the Biessed Virgin huas perfornicd
there have bedn for those wlio have denied -theut-
selves for lier iii thia mariner. Tue niiglît i.Rrougli
aîîd sue knows how oldlIarn. Who eau tell îvhat
sie unay do for une if I go eut on a night liko this
te the cluîîch and pray te ber 1 »

IlIt is wouderful 1 .vonOnSrful 1 Blessed bo tie
Virgin! It was wrong cf uneo te tell you net te
gro. I spolie in igniorance. It xnay be that she
ivili hear yen, anîd cause a miracle te o bevorked,
;w thaL aur nephov ivill ho restered te us again.
I .... anot beur to tlîink cf bu» having to stay there
for four-long, long yenrs."

IlThat %vould hoe un, rucli te ask cf the-Virg-in,"
answered flic Little Mother iu a voice as thîougli
stuc fcared te put-sue thue thouglit "lbut I will pr-ay
te lier thiat lie bo comforted, and tluat littie M4rio
ho restored to liealth agaiu." As ste spoke
Mother Saulard glanced in tire direction of thre
lit tle bedreom wbero bout-age site, who thiat day
was te have been a bride, hâbi rotirced te rest.

Poer -Marie! On this woful uviglit shie had
pdt-sistced in sleeping ait tireir hbouse. Her parents
had tried te soothe bier, but she had grown se
vibient that, stormy and ail as iL -vas, thoy could
do nothin- but bring lier te lier lovoes Iromie.
Site 'vas nowv in tire little bedreoin 'hich had been
Ovide's since how'as a boy, but wvlich bc lîad .net
slept in for six nîonths and would uîover sieep in
agnini.

Delmia turned ber dimmcd cycs in the direction
of t.he rooni and 2aid \vith a sigh <Çf <-hf Marie
scerne te ho sleeping wel), sister! -

Jnary. M.e7.

As fliey stole, hand in hand, pust tire bedroom
toward thié streot door,-thio LittloMotheé repliedý:
"'Slcop is tire only tliing tliat eaui save lier now.
Site lias liardly slept at al eince Ovide went
away, and lier reasen is nearly ail gone wviLi sor-
rowing for in. Everytlîing depends upen lier
sleeping to.niglit. Ali, sucli trouble!-~ I mu'iit go
and pruy, sister.. If Ovidie only knew hc,Y she
suifera, it would kili hiiu." Turning wvith a iiand
on the deer site added ehrnèstly, "Y yon hear the
slightest unise in the rooni, Dielniia, go and sootlîe
lier, and tell her I won't W~ long.»

IlHad you not botter open tire door now, and
look nt lier? She hias been a8leep s0 lorig,"é an-
swered Delmia, uneasily.

IlNo 1 ;no j Delinia; we nîight disturb lier."'
Tire next moment the door opened, a gust, of cold
air swept into tire rooni and she was gone. If
she ouly liad glanced into the moont to see if Marie
was sleeping,!

The storni had grown more violent, and great
clouds, otuinous with rm, were now overcast;ng
tire sky, ler sister could hardly have reaciled-
tire corner of tire streut, when Deimia thouglitahbe
hoard a siight noise, in tire bedreeni. She bou't
hier head and listeued àttontively. "CIt is piothing;,
my e.ars often deceive me new," 9he mun'îbled as
site iaboriously sea.ted herseif on a maimed rock-
ing-chair, -which creaked dismally as she rocked
hlerself to-and fro. Its querulous protestations

prevented lier heàring th 'e soun 'd of a faîl-
ing window whichi came fromtho dirc-
tiep of Marie's bedroom.

"Yes, yes,," Pelmia rambled on, nI y
hearing is very bad now." lresently
site stopped, leaned her head toward tire
door and-iistcnied ag-ain. Il Marie sieeps,
soundly, si e said with a tired, coritented
sighi. Poor Delunia'!

The straîigeiv-clad figure, which had
sprûng through' the window, 'crouched
close to the, side of the house,, and wi-h
rpidly-beaàÉghèrt],isenièd týhu

:Delmnia'aÜ&r the noise the treacher-;-
ouà sash haýd ile as 1, o!beidbr
She knew tliere Was noý danger of itho
Little Mother being aruefor she waýs
listening at the bèdrooni dooir and hiad
bo hard lier go ôut;ý -she.had only tie aged
UeDlmiato feur.

* , Thero wvas no need'for alarm; Delmia
hdtd net heard.

The rays from the gas-lamp cast yellow
llickering shadows on the lune and the side of tho
old brick bouse, and rit intervais îapon -the. crouch-
ing figure. Suddeniy Marie sprang te hier feet
and, started te run ; but before sire bhd gone Many
stepq, somfething *bite and elcu -Iike, wluich, was
fastened about -lier head,-and which unpercéived
by lier, lîad beedme fastened, in the7 window,
c.Lused her tehait abruptly. She caught the treni-
ulous thing lit herý banda and began te- pull;
tiiere was a- souuid of tearing and thon she w ,as
free. As site ran across the sidewvaik under the
lamp, her strange aètire was di.stinctly revealed;-
it was tiîat of a -bride 1 Strik-ingly grotesque in
tire stârm appeared lier long,'whiteý dress, fowiti-
veil, and whvlte kid shoes.

On reaching the opposite side of the road, where
the shadows were deep, Marie paused and oo4
back nt the littie bouse which elhe had so.ssPPi-
ciously lof t. i iding that she WA"8ý not ýbeiudipur-
sued, she turned, regardiess of the -storrni, anri
begani te walk toward thé- èas% Y'where lay, sorte
six miles distant., the great penitentiary of St.
Vincent de Paul. As she sped- along in the
shadow of the hoeuses, ghe began te *lalk te bier-
self like a pleased child. 14Thîis -is our wedding-
day, and be will be se glad te, ses me," she chat-
tered.

Suddenly tire smile died out of ber face, and she
said anxiously: « lBut' how shiall I know.hum now
tlîat tboy have changed hie niaie 1 "1 She wr&v' D
her lîands distressfully. Soon the. amilHe roturned
te lier round, 8wcet face, tind she went on .~'But


