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was kopt up arid & refy seneible défi
soon uppatent s the bacon. At the dmd of a
fortmght John mado hiis appearunce 13 ¥now
whathor or uo the enioking vjictntion had been
completet, nud s alone bigught the reckless
fellowa to a etnl.  Ho was informed that a
conple of days mnte would ba 1equired to finish
ofli But what wus now to be dune s the bacon
was very muoh dimwished 10 s1ze, and should
the fact reach tho onfs of Sir Jumes, Mr. Bonth.
wick would lore him as »n customer, and as a
conecquence they themselves would be paid offt

16 matlor was takon iuto serious considetition,
and ovpntte boldest of the wights ha some mis-
!{:mng- an tothe final fosult of their knavory.
Necersily is ever tho mpther of ivention, ‘A
plan Wwas deshsed which sermed vary feasible,
and it sl once met a hearty approval, and thoy
went away (diheir rorpective benches, with their
minda & little eated, baing quila eatisfied that
md{ wonld escape the imponding mischief when
their Pl was fully developad.

(On the forencon of the faliowing day the ap-

prentice was st to work 1o sweep the shop and
rollact togethut nll 1he shavings.nnd enbbish that
could be got, and Kzlo it the.chimaey, Have.
g dune. so a hight was applied, and in a fow
minuies the melimg bacon was titekling down
amongst the flames, lelping to inckaso their
futy. By and by the churnvy touk  five, aud
their object was nccomphshed. I blazed away
for some Limo without any effust to clicek at till a
shout tras mude jrom without that the honse was
on fire. All now was busile and confusion,
nanu‘n?ly with a view to fuench the flames.
The police weia on the alert, and a.firo engine
wan speedily on theground, bat it Jid not require
10 play. hen tho fire was totally subdued
they set themsalves 1o wotk to clear out the fire-
placo, when Jo! sud behiold ! the flitches havin
melted down a0 much as 1o havo Jost their holg
of the nails by which thoy wero suspended, had
fallen uto the fite, and hero thoy Jay as nicely
done as Ching-ping’s roast pig, with this only
difference, that 1t was roast bacon.
- The scheme - was complete,. 1t was imposai-
ble for any ono to have saul what kind of form.
the.bacon hiad prior to the biaze, for it was pretty
much used up, DMr. Borthwick was in the emer-
gency summoned to tho reene of .action, and.
having.wistfilly gazed -upon the.orusted bacon,
enquired minutolysinto the sffair; . but could not
be mada 10 understand huw & wasAliat the men
did nottake down tha Lucon wnen they tequired so
Iargs a fire to heat their cauls, rather than run the
risk of- burning ity He woulil rather have paid
the vulua of il twenty -times than. by any. possi-.
bility bave: offended -Sir-Jamnes ;. butot course:
shis dxd net make maiters a.whit batter,

A hurried nale. was sent off by the clork:ex-
pressing the deep tegret of Mr. Borthwick at the.
uutoward circumstance, and staung (hat he had
somo friends -in the coantey to whom he would
mmediately apply fo have the loss made op.
He hoped that his Lordship wonld not take
offsnice, as- the incidént was altgzethér’ Yeyorid
his power to foresey, ar t& have prevénfed, 'Td
corrobormis the statenyents = messenger was’
despatched with the fingments iu 2 bog that thé’
parties -interested mixwnt ses the rémaius of the
offering made 1o Bacchus. T

This was the most, sincere part of the whole'
procceding, and. 8ir Jumes declared  bimself
ratisfed that whoever yras fo blame jt.was not
M. Bothwick, although it was a3 likely a8 not,.
that ha'might hnveaboul hjs establisiment some
reckléss Jellows wliose cuselessiioss aloue had,
beeu the cawse’ of tio Joss.” He codlid ot listen

dinney was [

10 tho propoeal however of Mr. Borthwick supply=
ing ite pldcoy #s lie had no hauyd in the matter,
and h wasthrouh favour that i was tharel

The mossenger was toll 10 take back the frag-
monis and gitu them td thadog, abd sthen ho
reached tho shop ho was reoeived with & gen-
vral shout. Four pots of ale and some bisgvits
were immedintely sent for, and the Bachannnlhs
wate rovived. The bumt crust was parod off the
blackened fragments, and they teasted their kiny
amd country, over what they declared tho most
exquisito rashur they had over tasted, mind they
left 1t as a stamhing momorial that 1o cnaure o
delicata a treat from the hag, the preforable way
wus 1o fire the chimnoy. This was the intro-
dutetion of srmoked bacon lute Eddinburgh ro fut an
i$ known (o

Patxmon,

MR, RIRBY THE NATURALIST

‘The popalar:fame of Mr. Kirby rests uron the
Intyoduetion to IZntomology, a work (pactly whit-
ten by bim) (ull of interesiing facts rexpecting
the aconomyof the msoct wotld. Amougst the
aiont.fie, his teputation depondson a vauoty of
claborato papers which ho wrote for loarned
sacisties ow Aubjocts connocted with nataal hise
tory. For mxly yaarts provious 1o the conclusion
of Inn lung life i 1850, he nad dovoted tho Jei-
suro of"a parsonnyte to that debighiful siudy, and
being a dilrigant.and accurate ubsorver, and an
slegant and ententaimng witer, he  had atwined
the lughost rantk amongst the Briush naturabists of
hisday. Itappenrs,from u memomt just published
that Mr. Kirby was born i 1769, and saqlo(i
{in 1782 m- the.curo ot Batham, noas lpgwwh,
{ whers he wus uiumately reuter, aud which lo
tonly lefl for lus lost long homo mxty-eight yenrs
thercafter. Jnan age of smggish thoology, he
was 80 earnest minisier and zoalous controver-
sialist, all the tune that he was culuvatng a taste
for natural objeete,  This 18 cqualiy unexpected
and creditable.  And you it dous not appear that
Ins porsonal conduct was charactenized by any-
ttang hike nigour, for,.as an example, we find,
from, the journal of av catumological ex-
cursion. in 1797, 1hat 1t was commoneed ol a
'Sunday ofternoon, and inyolved o other Sun-
‘day of constanttravelling, A roferonce of the
daies 1p. xn almansc _enables us 1o establish thg
fact, s0 unlike the spitit of a zéolous man in our
times,

‘Of the -sisler scisnces-of natoro, botany fiist
attracted Mr. Kirby’s-1egards. ¢ Thias pursued:
in- no hasty or supeificial mannsrybut wath the
grenteat: parssverancs and teséaroh. It waanot.
enough for liim 10 know a plant by sight, and to
.asceriain its proper name, bot he compatod tho

.ho songht for the most trifling differences-in those

iscience, fram the earliest age o the timae of the
‘immortal Linne. Of avery plaat lie met sith,
:aven 1o the daisy and primrose
10jogical atenctase. was thorougﬁly investiguted ;
‘he discovered, or rather observed, what it was
which. enabled- .sdme planta. to. endure . préat

:changes of. teruperatufe, while athers perishedy

and arid sands ; he carefully. mrarked . the causes

iwhioh écombined to clothe-even rocks: with ver-.
.dure,.in consequance of the wonderful structure.
of .the plants inhabitsng them, enabling them 10;

Jive as.it warq by, the suchn.of their numerous
.aouths, rather.than by, nowrishment: transmitted
by & tout-incontact: with' -that which wouldfe-

a

‘minitest patis of inflorescence and fructification’y-
nearly aliied, and atudied with 2 Jeen but gener::
,ous.criticisin tha.various theasjes of writciaon the

the whale phya-:

-

~jhe:formauon whicit.enabled:sume in livein.
water, while othors - flourished in the moet dry:

fuze t0 yield the onlindry food .of plauts.  And
as hie thas remarked all these pecubing udaptations
of hlantk td theirtespeduvo dituations, his mind
WHEDY A conviant train of thought ticeated fiom
the beauty and wondrous mechanism of the
vieatute, to contempiate the suproine and ineti
able glory of (ha Creator,’

With a mind so predisposed and zo iled (o
tho study of- entumology, a casual-ccourtence of
a tnvial nature svas suthciont to anwaken and givo
it shirection. ¢ Obactving accidentally, one
morning, u very beauiful golden bug cteeping
on the sill of iny window, I took it up 10 examme
ity and finding its wings were of a more yellow
hue than was common o my obacryation of these
nsecta beforo, §was anxions carefnlly to examing
any other of.ats peculiatiticn j and {inding that o
had twonty-two beanniful clear black spots vpon
its back, my captured ammnl waa jprisoned 1y
a botlg of gin, for the purpose, as I suppoeed, of
kilheg lum.  On tho following morhitig, anxious
17 pmsue my obsorvalion, I ook it again from the
gin, and Jad 1t on the window-gill to dry, thinl.
ing o dead ; but tho warmth of the sun very o
rovived it: and hence commended my futther
pureust of this branch of natuml History *

A Dr. Gwyn_of Ipswich was his preceptor in
this study. ‘Thonghh now u his sevcaty-fiftn
car, 0 much was the good old doctor interesied
{ in tho purswit of his friond, that ho wouid fro.
| quently walk ovorto Barham, & distanco of fixe
| mules, te seowhut had beeri the success of seeem
| perambulations, . The passonageshousa.was then
‘ approachied by nnarrow wicket, with posts fugher
than the gate, and often, whiie working in i
| garden, or anting 1n his patlour, Mr. Kuby would
) Jook up and sce, to Jus great delight, the shoeve!
1 hat of s fuceticus friend adurning ono post, and
{ the cumbrous wig aud n{q edaming  pig lail
| omamenting the othier,  And soon the Lind od
1 1nan would walk 1 with bis Lald head, s ho
t used to #ay. cool and ready for the investigalun,
{ These visus were niways hailed with pleasure,
ihe donghis of which ™ wero etill frésh in the
memor) of Mi, Kitby, ard woulld call forth ox.
pressions of affcctionate gratitude, oven when
nearly haif a cestony had elagsed, after Lis friend
and Macenas, as he loved o call him, had gone
to lus rest,’

There seems no room to doubl, that his studies
tended notmarcly to the happiness of Mr. Kiiliy’s
life, but to its‘duration. It '1s at 1lid_samd time
abuiidantly evident, that much hard- work was
undergone.  'Hé carried on & most Jaborious
.cortespditdeni¢d with othet 'naturaiists, often cx-
tending & Jetler to the dimensions of a pamphlet -
this altogetlier over and' Abave his practical
roserirches and his-published: writings. Ho_ took
zood-humoured views of most things, anid s
riot-éasily put out of temper. A slight dash of
absenco of mind incredsed that quaititness of
character 86 often found ift.zedlous students. On
it entorioldgical oxeursion with'tivo friends, Mr.
Marsham and Mr; Mdcleay, it happened on their
ariving-at-ap' ojd-fashioned wayside' fnm, that
“there Ywis-only ong Iarge .room fof theém, with
thres beds-in it Tho arrmangement baving been
mude for-the night, according to the custom of
ilic time, 1 réwﬁittixic;?gw wero Taitl 1:)’;’0n the
droaging-tabls.  Mr: ‘Kirby- tetired  before e
«agmpanions; and was :svbn-sound. usleep. Per-
ceiving ‘1o caps ready for them, .his friends
inquired for-what they considered the due appur~
tenances of-the pillow : they were assured by the:
hostess that three nightcaps were laid upon the
trble, but-they-stoutly. averred:they bad not seen
them ; the:landlady no less stoutly  maintaining.
heisile-of the.question... What. actpally passed
in.her.own mind.did not:transfire; but she ap-




