THE CATHOLIC.

.

mer sphere of utility, (we hope that the next offici-
A intelligenee will confirm the nowe of bis  eleva-
1.m ) he now occupies a throne the most venera-,
Ile and gloriows in the range of ¢iv ilizalion.——Pa-i
gan Rome, the mystic Babylon of uld, is fallen;
flom ite ruins Lo tisen the Cliristian Ruine, the
ustpride and tiutoph of the cruss, the Lonor and

the happiness of the Catholic worlh—The Cac-;‘
St are, oy it they never were 5 their sceptres like
thenedves Lave ciubled jnto duste. The Pusto-
sal staff ot wllicy Lus succeeded ; and though  ascd
sor Eughitcen hwnhied years, by the true siepherd,
of the true flock, exhibits the same  freshiness, and
firmuess of teature as when it was first committed
tu the hand of the Prince of'the Apusthes by the Sa-:
voar Gold, whoius coted Lo with Pastual Supre-.
macy, when he said: ¢ Feed my lambs ; fred my -
alieep.” Cardigal Cappelari is now in his 66th;
sear, and o the uyoytment of good health, a fine
coistitutivn and full majosty of misd.—May b
whe lung upun casth! and shortly satness the s,
tons that hud revotad  Jrom the Apostolic l.ulh,n
srounding the arms o) ther rebeliwn, and. oner
more rallyinge about the. cruss of Salvation... .
AsaBiogiaphival sketuh of Cardinul Cappelariy
suust be interesting to our readus, we funiush Uu'
tollowing, wlich we hiy e every reasonto bencee is
currect,

Mauro Cappelari was born in the Venctian
States in the year 1765—He early distinguished
himseifin belles letters, the study of which le cul-
tivated with much success, in the most cclebrated
colleges of the republic of Venice. Notwithstan-
Jding the public honors decreed to his merit, and the
encomiums of relatives and friends, so flaitering
at the age of 22, he was <ensible that there exist-
~da vacuum in Lis young heart, which time vould
oply increase and religion alone could fill. He a-
handoned the world and its deceitful llusions, and
retired to the Benedictine Convent where he con-
secrated himsclf'solcly to prayer and studyv.—In
*his retirement he rendered Limsell cunspicuous by
his austere piety and ready obedience to the com-
mands of his superiors ; while he pursued s stu-
dies at the same time with astonishing success and
filled successively the professorial chairs of Belles
Letwres, Philosophy, History, and ‘Theology.  But
Y.eo the XIith, whose diseriminating tact in the
~hoice of hisouncellors was so refined, neglected

lis obliged touppear, it would be unpossible to dis-

the RRoman purple, has not in the least deviated,
from the simp'e habits he had contracted in his
monnstery —Y1e leads a retired bntactive lift, nev-
er accepts of invitations, but gunerally  passes the
Festivals with his former colleagues; the pious.
monks of St. Gregory,  He is so very plain in l.isi
dress, thut were it not for the Calotte in which he.

cover by lus apparel the dignified rank of C.n‘di-\l
nal-—=Vet there is S0 liwew miajeoty i Lis loub, and,
nol.lity in his deportinent, that one cannot butim- |
mediatcly recognize . him the man of superior

mind. H. D.

DEFETCE OF CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES,

By Demetrius A. Gallitzin, a Russian Prisce @ now a Ca-’
tholic Pricst , addressed by bym to a reviler of our Holy
Reli: on. '

|
!
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DEAR SIR. |
AFrter your unprovoked attack upon the,
whole body of Roman Cathalics, it was expected’
that an apology for the same would have been con-
sidered by you as due ta them. To exhibit above
one hundred millions of Catholics, es standing up-
on a level with heathens; 4o represent the whole af |
them as a superstitjous get, wandering in the paths,
of darkness, and finally to exclude the Catholics,
of the United States from their rank of citizens, |
cannot be considered by you as a {rifling insult.,
Now, sir, as a gentleman, you cannot be ignorant
of the common principles of civility. As a Chgs-
tian, and especially asa teacher of the Christian
religion, you cannot be ignorant o that great pre-
cept of christian chority which our blessed Saviour
declares to be the very soul of religion, on whickh
depend the vhole law and the Prophets. Matt.
xxii. 40. Wishing to agt under the influcnce of
those principles; 1shall, according to the direction
of your and my Saviour. (Matt. v. 44.) return you
gaod for cvil, and pray God to bless you, whilst
vou are persceuting and calumniating us,  How-
ever, as you refuse us (what we think we are justly
entitled to) an apology, I shall step forward in the
name of my Catholic brethern, and give you and
the public an explanation of our principles, which
will convince you, I trust, that we are not guilty
of superstition.

If, instead ofaccusing us in a gencral manner,
you had been pleased to state distinctly in what
particular points we arc guilty of superstition, a
great deal of time would bave been saved, as my

no opportunity of hecoming intimately acquainted
with the learned Capellari.— He accordingly invi-
ted him to Rome in 1824, 3vhere he was raised by
bis colleagues to the dignity of Superior of the can-
vent of St. Gregory, on Mount Celius, founded by
the Saint whoschame it bears—Leo the X1ith soon

defencewould be confiued to those praticular points ',

of allack: but now, not knewing for which par-
ticular points the attack is intended, Ianust be
ready at all points.

In order to ascertion whetherwe are or not guilty
of superstition, it will be necessary, in the fiest

admitted him to his confidence ard was not long

place, ta give a distinct definition of the word su-

in perceiving that the learued Monk was ciidow-
ed with sagaeity and judgment to axxé:tl-x:xoﬁl\innry
Adegree, and a firmness of character which could be
influenced only by virtuc ‘ora holy desire of pro-

moting the cause of the Catholic religioh.~—He ac-

rondingly clevated hum to the diguity of "Cxrdinal
1 1826, and shordy afier to that o Prefect of the
Propaganda. The Cardinal, since i< clevation to

perstition. Many disputes originate altogether in
the misunderstanding of wards, and might be en-
tirely avoided, by first agreeipgabout he meanipg
of those words.

Collet, a great divine of {he Gallican church,
gives the following definition ofthe word super-

i

Superstition (says hie) est inordinattts culto
veri vel fulsy numinis.  Whieh I thus give in plain:
English: Superstition is an inordmate worship ot
the true or of a false divinity,

‘T'o accuse us of super-tition then, is to say, (hat
weeither worship the true God in an inordinats
manner, or that we worship false Gods, or that we
are guilty of both,

To whichiof the tenets of the Catkelic Clancl
does auy of these three medes of superstition a) -
ply?

I reply beldly—1o none: and inorderto conviner
you uand your hearcrs, that 1 um justifiable in £ay

jing so, T shall give you a short sketch of oyr €a

tholic principles; but do not expectio find, mrayed
amongst them, those pretended Catl.ohe ; rincsple-
which ignorance, prejudice, and,Iam apprehicn

sive, sometimes malice and ill-will, falsely atti

bute to Catbolics. ‘Thus, ¥ shall say nothingabot

the infallibility of the Pope, thePope’s power U
grant licenses to commit s, or dispensation froin
the oath of sllegiance, about the worship of Saints.
and many other articles folsely attributed to Romau
Catholics. and which (I have too much recasonto
belicve) are industriously propagated, 1o auswa:
ceriain jniquilous puposes.

May the great God give me grace todisplay he-
fore your oyes, and before the-cves of the public,
the beauties and perfections of the Catholic Church -
that in her you maybeliold the true and immacul-
ate spouse of Jesus Christ Bphes. v, 81; ever sub-
ijest and ever faithfulto him, 24; ever loved -and
icherished by hur. 25, 29; joined o kim by ¢n indrs-
jsoluble union, 81, 32; that in her youmay behold
\the kmgdom of which Jesus Chwist is the King, St.

Luc. 1 85; the sheepfold of which Jesus Christ s
the shepherd, John x. 16; the house of the living
God, 1 'fim, iii. 15; the ptiar and the ground qf
lthe truth, ibid.; altays ¢ne, Jobn x. 16, Lphes.

iv. 4, 5; aheays visible, Matt. v. 1]; unconquerable

by the united efforts of hell and carth, Matt. xvi.
'!S; that you may not fall uuder the sentence pro
jnounced by St. Peter, 11, ii. 12, <Thesc men.”
i blaspheming what they know not, shall perish in:
'lhcir corruption; and by St. Jude, 10, these men
.blaspheme whiat they know not.  <“Woe fo them, ™
,&c. Onthe contimy, Itrust, that you will feet
. yourself compelled to exclaim with Balaam, ¢ ITow
1beautiful are thy tabernacles, O Jucob; and thy
tents, O Isracl 17 Numb, xxiv. 5.
We believe, dear sir, that Almighty Godis per
fectin himself, and perfectin all his works, A4
.ter creating the world, and all it contains, God sawn
'all the things fhat he bad made, and they were
'very good, Gen. i. 81. By tle Llp of nalural
: pinlosophy, physic, anatomy, astrorcmy, and otha:
sciences, many of the Leauties aal porfections v
naturc have been discosercd, which give us the
most exalled idea of the ponwerand wisdem of theio
Creator; many miore, however, are, and will e
main wrapt up in wystery, aond are thereby tl.¢
better caleulated to give us suane, though fabit idca
ofthe immensity of God. Irom whatdiscovenies
have been made, vie are stinck with astoniskment.

A

stition, whichyou will rcadily grant to be cor-
rect, ' -
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“at the wonderful ! arnicny displaved in the whele



