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eagle, the spielers of the concern ride
finally stop at the most public corners
line of talk to the crowd that guickly
at Tampico, Mexico. »
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“With flaming banners showing bright colored pictures of the Mexican

through the streets each day and
or upon the plaza and hand out a
collects.”"—From a photograph taken

Standard Oil Having Fight of Its Life Today in
” ngthem Republic--Big Native Refining Com-
pany Conducts Spectacular Campaign Against

Oil Trust.

Special to The Standard,

City of Mexico, Mexico, Dec. 26~
The most spectacular oil war in the
history of the world is going on in
Mexico today. It began several months
ago.

The Standard Oil Co, through its
subsidiary concern, the Waters-Plerce
01l Co,, I8 lined up on ohe side, while
on the other is the Compania de Pe-
troleo el Aguila de Mexico, which
translated into English is the Mexi-
can Eagle Petweloum Co. The Bagle
is the national emblem of Mexico, and
this new company is playing the eagle
for all it {8 worth. The emblem of
the Waters-Plerce Oil Co. is the roos-
ter, It 1s a fight between the eagle
and the rooster.

Both concerns have adopted remark-
able methods for attracting the atten-
tion of the common people of the coun-
iry to their oils. The Mexicdn BEagle
Petroleum Co. has a capital stock of
$25,600,000, It has for its president,
Guillermo Landa y Hscandon, govern-
or of the federal district in which this
city 18 situated. Its stockholders are
made up of & noted coterie of multi-
millionaires, all of whom are Mexi-
cans, with the exception of Sir Weet-
tan Pearson of London, England.

For Patronage.

The company is appealing to the
people for their patronage on the
ground that it is a Mexican concern.
It has been the aggressor ever since
the warfare started. It made the first
cut in prices of refined olls and has
gone & few notches below every price
fixed by its competitor, It has estab-
lished retail agencies in every city and
town of any size in Mexico.

It recognizes the fact that the 11,
000,000 natives of the lower class are
the ones who usé the bulk of the re-
fined olle in this country. Many of
these people cannot read, and in order
to reach them the Mexican Bagle Pet-
goleum Co. has a small army of
smoothtongued orators who deliver
addresses upon the street corners on
the merits of the company’s products.

With flaming banners showing
bright eolored pictures of the Mexican
euﬁe. sitting upon a thorny cactus,
the splelers of the concern ride
through the streets of the cities and
towns each day and finally stop at the
most public corners or upon the
plazas and begin to hand out a line
of talk to the crowd that quickly col-
fects,

New to Mexico.

1t {8 the old patent medicine style
of doing business. It is new to Mexi-
co, and 18 proving wonderfully effect-
fve. Some of these street orators
carry bands of music with them and
entertain the crowds with concerts
between times that talks are not being

fmade.

_“My friends T am here today to give
you a little entertainment—all abso-
futely free, I assure you,” the orator
beging. “1 represent the great Mexl-
can Eagle Petroleum Co, a concern
of which every true Mexican should)
be proud. We are doing a great work|
for the dev t and pbuildi

jother country at this time.

The oils which we manu-
home,”

of Mexico.
facture should be in every
and 8o on and 8o on.

The crowd is entertained with
jokes and funny stories and when
everyone is feeling in good humor the
climax I8 reached by the spleler’'s
belper handing out samples of 'the
olls in small bottles. The band plays
a few tunes and the open air orator
and his retinue go to another part of
the town.

The Mexican Bagle Petroleum Co.
is making much to do over the fact
that the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. Is a
foreign corporation. That it is waging
a telling campaign for control of the
oll trade is evidenced by the big in-
crease in its sales of refined oils,
and a corresponding decrease in ‘the
retail business of the Waters-Pierce
Co. The company has issued a series
of cartoons in which the “rooster” is
pletured as being driven to the hen-
house after being “cock of the walk"
in Mexito for so many years. The
“eagle” sits trlumphantly upon the
henhouse where the “rooster” is sup-
posed to have taken refuge.

“If it is not Ragle it is not Nation-
al,” read the billboard and street car
advertisements of the company,

At Minatitian.

This vigorous opponent of the Stand-.
ard Oil Co. is operating a $2,000,000
reflnery at Minatitlan, on the isthmus
of Tehuantepec. It has many millions
of acres of oil land and many produc-
ing oll wells.
The Standard Oil Co. is fighting
back with all its tremendous power
and almost unlimited financial back-
ing. It is issuing a series of proclama-
tions or pronunciamentoes, printed in
Spanish and English, in which it tells
its side of the oil story, and gives its
competitor some telling hits. These
pronunciamentoes are circulated by
the hundreds of thousands of coples
among the natives. In them the Stand-
ard tells how it opened the oil fields
of Mexico a quarter century ago, es-
tablished refinerles on Mexican soil,
gpending large sums in Mexico, thus
assisting the development of the coun-
try.

1t is claimed by the Standard Oil
interests that its Mexican competitor
has lost more than $5,000,000 since it
inaugurated the fight for the control
of the market in this country. The
Mexican concern says that the losses
of the Waters-Plerce Oil Co. are much
more than its own losses, as its busi-
ness has fallen off nearly 50 per cent.
since the vigorous competition was in-
augurated.

The Waters-Plerce or Standard Oil
Company, established three oil refin-
erles in Mexico many years ago. One
is located at Tampico, another at Vera
Cruz and the third in this city. The
Tampico reftnery is the only one in
operation at this time. It represents
an investment of $3,000,000 gold, it is
said.

‘It 18 a fight of milllons against mil-
lions, and the people of Mexico are
receiving the benefit of cheaper re-
fined olls than can be bought in any

FLEETION SONES N
EXGTED ENGLAD

Bpeclal to The mlydlrd.

London, Dee, 26—A big feature of
the election in England is the cam-
paign songs sung by workingmen to
wellinown tunes. Whenever there is
a eral meeting,-the supporters of
the land tax deafen the neighborhood
with their roars of melody. Here are

pome of the most popiilar songs:
Tune . of “Marching ‘lgmth

Sound a blast of fu.don'; boys, and
send it far and wide!

March along to victory, for God is
on our side,

While the voice of nature thunders
o'er the rising tide,

iod made the land for the people!

The Vlllld!

The land! ‘T'was God
who m the land!
fihe land! The land! The ground
on which we stand!

WWhy should we be beggars with the
God gave the land to the people!

$ark! The shout is swelling from
the east and from the west!

Why should we workers and the|
landlords take best?

om‘ryuniruxu for the
land—we'll risk the rest!

Come, landlords, honest
share
Of national taxation.
You surely will assist to bear

The burden of the nation.

pay your

For our food untaxed shall be,

And our trade shall still be free.
We will march to victory

For honest land taxation.

Tune of “Bonnie Dundee.”

Asquith who spoke,
peals of honest folk,

But the reign of. the brewers
landlords s o'er,

humble poor.

—— e

POET WATSON 15

sage from Havana has been received

of William Watson, the poet, in

Asquiths, Mrs. Watson says:

ff'he Jand was meant for the people!
“Fil

Turie ‘of “Come,
Flowing Lewl”

To the Lords and the Torles ’'twas
“Too long you have scorned the ap-
and
And we'll ﬂm for tl’:'e rights of the

IEFENIED BY W

New York, Dec. 25—~A eable mes-
here from Mauren Watson, the bride

which she denies that her husband is
insane and calls in question the mo-
tives of Robinson Watson, whose
statement to that effect was given in
:;glnntum of his brother's attack on

“Mr. Robinson Watson's message to
the World is & wicked attempt to ruin

Toronto Professor Dedares
Treatmentof CanadianStud-
ent in Germany but an Inci-
dent to Well Defined Policy.

R

(New York Herald.)

Toronto, Ont., Dec. 22,—That the re-
cent fine, impri and 18
from Saxony, of Mr. George Stewart
Scott, a Canadian student in the Frel-
burg School of Mines, is the culmina-
tion rather than the beginning of dis-
crimination by the German authorities
against English speaking students was
learned hero today,

Mr. H. B, T. Haultain, head of the
department of mining in Toronto Uni-
versity faculty of Applied Science and
Engineering, which Mr. Scott is soon
to join, stated to a Herald reporter
that when he was at Frieburg fifteen
years ago he suffered imprisonment
for a trivial offence but that in those
days the British Consul, who was an
Englishman and not “made in Ger-
many” came always promptly to the
assistance of British subjects including
Canadians and Australians. With the
passing away of the old professors,
Mr. Hauntain said, he had heard that
conditions were made increasingly dif-
floult for English speaking students,
who had accordingly diminished in
number, Formerly many Canadians
went to Frieburg,

This is regarded as giving signifi-
cant point to the inactivitiy in Mr.
Scott's behalt of the Germans who
hold approximately one-half the Bri-
tish consular posts in the kaiser's
realm and who are reported to be
afrald of appearing “pro-British™ by
interesting themselves in the difficul-
ties of a Canadian student.

Friends Praise Student,

In Toronto, wheré he was born and
where he was graduated with honors
in 1906 from the Toronto University
School of Applied Science apd Engin-
eering, Mr. Scott has many Wwarm
friends and admirers. Invariably they
say young Mr. Scott is the last per-
son in the world to give offence to
any one,

Mr. Scott’'s father was for years a
financial writer on the Toronto Globe
and now Is an agent of the Canadian
customs in New York city, aiding en-
forcing of the Dominlon “dumping
law"” which forbids American manufac-
turers from placing goods on the Can-
adian market at lower prices than in
the United States.

In addition to the Herald’s despatch-
esson the Scott case, which have been
reprinted in some of the Toronto
newspapers, some details of the inci-
dent have been received daily from
young Mr. Scotf., In a letter to a
friend he describes how he got into
the row and was obliged not only to
pay a fine of 200 marks but to spend
twelve days in prison, all for trounc-
ing a peasant who attacked him for
plucking fruit from trees on the pub-
lic highway.

Tells Of Saxon Incident.

Mr. W. L. Symons, of Symons &
Rae, architects, No. 156 Toronto street,
who has been a friend of Mr. Scott's
for many years, is the only person to
be found in Toronto who has received
direct information regarding the Dres-
don incident. When seen today by a
Herald reporter, Mr. Symons said:—
“In a letter to me written soon after
his release from prison Stewart Scott
told me his own story of the affair,
which seems to have been outrageous.
He got into a fight with a peasant by

picking fruit on the highway. It was
a case of one or the other of them
being whipped and Stewart, feeling

that he was acting in self-defence, re-
solved that he would not be the one.
He said little about the result further
than that he gave the peasant a good
thumping, ‘
“When he. returned to the city the
gendarmes were waiting for him at
tha gate and took him to prison. Ac-
cording to his letter he was kept on
bread and water for twelve days. He
was then given a trial, pleaded guilty
and was sentenced to pay a fine of
400 marks, 200 of which was remitted,
I believe, on the ground that his im-
prisonment had been rather too severe
a punishment, Stewart admitted
frankly that he was guilty, but claim-
ed that he acted in self-defence,
“He wrote me that he felt that be-
ing imprisoned on bread and water
was an unduly severe sentence. 1 do
not. recall the date of the letter, but
it was just after his release. He did
not refer in this letter to having been
ordered to leave Saxony. I gained my
information in that respect from the
papers. Nor did Mr. Scott refer in
his letter to the attitude of the Con-
sulg, My understanding of it is that
persons in the university at Frieburg
communicated with the Foreign Office
at London and were referred to the
British Consul, who said he could do
nothing.
“Mr. Scott is not only a brilliant
young man but has a most delightful
personality. He is the last person in
the world to give offence to anyone,

Assails Freiburg Attitude,

“Apparently a very bad situation
exists at Freiburg which should be
remedied. Aside from my letter the
only information on the subject which
has come to me has been in the Her-
ald despatches reprinted in the Tor-
onto Telegram. The Herald has cov-
ered all the points contained in my
letter, As it 18 a purely personal com-
munication I cannot give it to you for
publication.”

When a Herald reporter called at
the School of Applied Science and En-
gineering he was met by Mr. Haultain
in whose eye showed a gleam of quick
interest and sympathy,

“I've been mixed up in that kind
of business at Frelburg myself,” he
sald, “About fifteen years ago, when
1 attended the School of Mines there
I had the pleasure after a certain
bit of rioting, of being locked up
with several other students. We were
kept in prison all night and the au-
thorities did not intend to let us com-
municate with any friends, either. But
by bribing one of the attendents I
succeeded in getting a note down
to the British Consul at Dresden, 22
miles away. He was an Englishman
and he got us out straightway.

English Consuls Active.

Lloyd-George, Ch 1}

of the Exct

He's the Welshman who drew up the b
pot of politics.

quer, and his wife and baby—
udget that made England a seething

By Chas, P. Stewart.
8pecial To The Standard.

trol, more and more, of your natural |
resources? Do you think it's flerce or
fine? And do you wonder how far
the captain of industry is going to|
carry it—where it will all end? 1
Come on over to England and sw\
how excited everybody is over the
very same thing in the British islus.‘l
Over here the monopolizing of natural
resources has reached the limit and
now they're holding an election so
that they can legislate away some ot
the evils which the English people al-
lowed the few to blanket thém with.
It started ever so long ago in Brit-
ain. About 900 years since a small
group of noblemen took possession on |
by sword, spear and battleaxe., Their
descendants or the latter day captains
of industry who handed over millions
for ancestral estates, still hang on to
a large part of grabbed land--theirs
now by sacred property right. In fact,
350 men today own nearly one-seventh
of the land and natural resources of
the kingdom.

Expensive Government.
The English Government is a pret-|
ty expensive government to keep up }
To do it, nearly everything in England |
is taxed—except land. Thus the great |
mass of the people of England are |
compelled to keep the government go- |
ing and they pay over 95 per cent, of |
the taxes, |
The masses have made one or two
attempts to put part of the burden|
on the nobility, but they never proved |
much of a success. For instance, they
got income and inheritance taxes up-|
on the statute books.
How do they work? Why, the noble- |
man invests his money abroad, has his |
income paid into a foreign Dbank,
checks it out as he feels like it, and
never ftells the internal revenue
partment anything about it.
ed man can't hide his income,
shows on the books of the nableman
he works for, and the tax collector |
helps himself out of it He helps |
himself to nearly one-twentieth of the |
total income, If the nobleman paid |
his income tax, too, the rate his hired |
man must pay would drop to about
one-fiftieth, As for the inheritance}
tax, the nobleman generally arranges |
to give away the bulk of his property |
to his heirs before he dies, |

de- |

io:-x work their land, even at exorbit-

London, Dec. 26.—Do you notice in |ant

Canada that the few are gaining coun-|duite
ge

the owners want it for game preserves.

| who would like to cultivate these pre-

{that it

foet n
I'he hir-

{a franchise

If the noblemen would let the mass-

rates of rental, it wouldn't be
80 bad. But in a great many
s they don’t. One-tenth of the
a of England, Wales and Scotland
is closed against development because

of about
the island

There is a standing
1,000,000 unemployed

army
on

serves, but the noblemen insist that
this wouldn't do—if it were cultivat-
od they couldn’t raise partridges and
rabbits on it

The Budget.

The present national campgign in
England is over the budget. The rea-
son the lords dislike the budget was
contalned a clause providing
for a tax on the land. It was not a
large tax. It was a tax of a “hae-penny
in the pound.” There are 480 “hae-

TS

Three Inches of the Beautiful
Fell in New York on Satur-
day---1 00,000 Provided
With Free Dinners.

New York, N. Y. Dec. 25.—Christ-
mas brought to New York a snow-
storm, cheering all who delight in a
wintry holiday, softening the rumble
of what little city trafic was abroad
in the streets and especially gladden-
ing the heart of the small boy with
the new sled. The snowfall, which
was the only one of the season with
the exception of a light fall on Thanks-
giving eve, began shortly before noon

Property on
Haymarket
Store and Th

today and continued into the night,
covering the streets nearly three
inches deep. !
The general feature of the holiday
was the free dinners provided for!
more than 100,000 of the city’s poor.!
The Salvation Army alone fed over
256,000 hungry mouths at the Grand;
Central Palace and provided, besides!
a Christmas tree laden with presents|

for upward of 3,000 children. The|
volunteers of America and other|
charitable organizations dispensed |

quite as bountiful a supply of food|
and cheer. !
On the East Side the same great|
terday of ‘“Little Tim” Sullivan, the
Tammany alderman, crowded the Sul-
livan headquarters on the Bowery to-
day to find that “Little Tim’s” annual
Christmas dinner had been
there by his big cousin, State Senator
Timothy D. Sullivan, better known as
“Big Tim,”

Seven thousand East Siders
their fill, and departed with a free
pipe and tobacco amnd a ticket for a
new pair of shoes. ‘It had been “Little
Tim’s” last request that this Christ-
mas charity be kept up by the Sulli-
van family.

There were many visitors in the
city to offset the tens of thousands
who journeyed to old homes in the
country for the holiday. Among the
Jolliest of the city's guests were 10,-
000 sailors from the Atlantic battle-
ship fleet which is anchored in the
Hudson close to Riverside Drive. The
government provided the men with
bountiful dinners.

tograph photograph of Dr. Cook,
svhich the explorer presented to him
when he was last in Minneapolis.

Dr. Morrill removed the plcture
from his pocket and assuming the
attitude of an auctioneer, sald bhe
would be pleased to turn it over to the

highest bidder.
“Fifty dollars,” cried the amateur
auctioneer, which remark brought

crowds who attended the funeral yes-|

provided |

ate |

CHRISTMAS

AND

NEW YEARS
LOWEST ONE-WAY FIRST-CLASS FARE

FOR ROUND TRIP

Going Dec. 21, 1909, to Jan. 1, 1910,
inclusive, good to return wuntil
Jan. 8, 1910.
Between all Stations on Atlantic

Division, and Easterp Divislon
| to and includin
{

||[T0 STATIONS

ne-Way First-Class
o Montreal, Added to
est One-Way First-Class
re and One-Third From
Montreal.
Dec. 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25; also
Dec. 28, 29, 30 and 31, 1909, and
Jan. 1, 1910, good for return until
Jan. 5, 1910,
Full particulars on application to
W. B. HOWARD, D. P. A, C. P. R.
St. John, N. B.

|

forth jeers and laughter from the aus
dience. Determined to dispose of the
picture Mr. Morrill cried out for an
offer from some one In the erowd and.
one weak volce cried out, “two cents."
“Going at two cents, Two cents only
bid for an autograph picture of Dr.
Cook! Hear you, are my friend; you
lare the highest bidder,” and with these
| words and an exchange of two copper
pennies, Dr. Cook’'s autograph picture,
which was prized so highly by the min-
ister, when presented to him, passed
away for the value of a postage stamp.

(CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

pence” in a pound, so the tax would
have amounted to only one-fourth hun-
dred and elghtieth of the value of
the noblemen's land, as against one
twentieth that the hired men have to
pay on their incomes. It wasn't so
much the amount of the tax that the
lords objected to, however, as it was
the precedent. If the people ever got
the idea that it was right to tax the
land at all, the lords arguéd, they
might increase the tax to a penny
or to “tuppence” or to a shilling, or
to almost any amount.

The nobility admits that the money
the land tax would have brought to
the Government is needed to run the
government, But the nobility does not
think a land tax is the proper way

of getting it. The nobility's fdea is
that a tax on food products would
be much the best thing. One noble
man eats no more than one common
er. Noblemen are numbered by hun-
dreds, commoners by millions, Thus
it is evident that a food tax would
be placed where taxes belong—on the
iasses - and not on the land-holding

used to
fa-

nobility, which is neither
tax-paying nor desires to become
miliar with it.

There is an educational issue, a
church issue, a social reform Issue,
issue and a dozen others
of varying importance and interest,
but they are all subordinate issues of
the big are the people going to
comtinue giving up everything they
earn to the nobility, or having worked
or it, are they going to keep it for
themselves?
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into prison, but the consul obtained |
their release. Then it was largely a |
matter of communicating with the
Consul, but I have heard in varlous
ways since I left that when the pass
ing of most of the old professore who
were there In my day it is being made |
disagreeable for English speaking stu- |
dents, Accordingly their number has
decreased. When I was at Frieburg
there was an Anglo-American club of
probably thirty English speaking men.
“The fruit trees growing on the
highway have always been a sourcoe
tronble. They are leaced to the farm
ers owning the adjac. nt land and when
three peasants discover any one iaking
a bit of fruit they proceed to make
tronble,

“f don’t know Mr, Scott, but I ob-
served by the records that he was
gradaated from this school with hon-
ors in 1905, and [ know that Dr. T, L
Whalker, head of the department of
miceralogy, expected him to take a
position on the etaff of that depart-
ment.”

“Dr. Walker stated that he had heard
fiom Mr. Scott that he would be ready
scon after Christmas to take up his
duties as an assistant in the Depart-
ment of Mineralogy.

“From what 1 have heard,” said Dr.
Walker, “the case is practically the
same as has been published. My opin
jon of Mr. Scott is that he is the last
person in the world who would be ex-
pected to give offence to any one.”
Mr. A. T. Ling, secretary of the fac-
uity of Applied Science and Engineer-
ing, said:—

“We expected Mr. Scott at the uni-
versity about October 15, but he wrote
stating that complications of which he
did not indicate in detail the nature,
would prevent his reaching here at
that time.”

Dr. T. L. Walker, head of the De-
partment of Mineralogy, expects Mr.
Scott to be ready to assume his duties
in that department by January 7, when
the next term opens. His friends are
anxiously awaiting his return that chey

my husband. Mr. Wililam Watson's
reputation in America accords well] “On anoth fon a ber of
English speaking students were put

with bis conduct for years past.”

COOK'S PHOTOGRAPH
COES FOR TWOD CENTS

Explorer’s Autographed Por-

at Minneapolis and Sold at
Price of Postage Stamp.

delivering an address to a capacity
house at the Unique Theatre last night,
the Rev. G. L. Morrill, pastor of the
People’s Church, said in order to raise
some money for a

trait Placed Under Hammer | !

Minneapolis, Minn., Dec. 26 —After

Christmas poor
fiind he would publicly auction an au-
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