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Under the similitnde uh-iqm.
running water, is depioted the Holy Spirit.
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“HOISY YOUR FLAG !
D - A
Gordon's Letters Rovenl His Great Love of

- The question is_naturally asked, when
some eminent reformier, who, m_spite of
great opposition, accomplishes almost in-
credible resulty—Who supports him P
This bas been often ssked by those whe
bave noted the mayvellous career of Gen-
eral Gordon—the martyr of Khartoum.
Every one knows something of his deep
religious nature, and of big callousness to
the criticisms that were constantly made of
his public policy and conduct.

Geotge B, Hill has recently published s

volume of Gordon’s letters to his brother

in England, letters which were meant to

be s kind. of journal of his daily doings

while governorgeneral of the Soudan.

These letters, written becsuse he had
1o one to talk to, were never meant to be
published ; but they reveal, ss no anslysis
of Gordon’s character has before doue, the
power that sustained him when he was in
pdldm.hpuildrobbm in peril
of wilderness and heathen, of hunger and
thirst, and when, burdened by the adminis-
tration of the most diffienlt country in the
world, be was practically unsupported by
his chief, the Khedive of Egypt.

In his mission' to ‘stop the slave-trade,
be bore disssters and sufferings and disap-
i such as have come to & few who
have trodden this earth.

." . ‘What supports me, dost thou ask " said
Milton, in his blindness. Unconsciously
Gordon answers this question regarding
himeelf in these admirable letters.

Of the rule of life to be followed by him
in the Sudan, be says. ‘The main . point is
to be just and -u-ilwornrd;hhu. no
one, no one’s sayings; to avoid all tergiver-
satiob or twisting, if you lose by it.’

He did lose by it ‘the support . of the
ministers of the khedive, who could not
understand such superb honesty and inde-
pendence ; but be gained the khedive’s re-
spect sud conviction that Gordon was in-
dispensable, He secured, as well, the
love of the common people. ‘Authority
feared and bated bim. Poverty loved
him. ', :

“There is not ene thing I value in the |
world.  Tts honors—they: ‘ave false. Its |
knicknacks—they are p and use-
less. WhilstIlive I value God's bless-
“ing. This sentitent he dwells 'on over
snd over egsin. - It seems to have been in-

| in his soul.
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ber pitcher. Having no movney with him,
he promised to meet ber at the same place
and ‘at the same hour the mext day, and
give her money to buy another. Upon his
return home he found an invitation await-
ing him to dine with & gentleman whom be:
particularly wished to see; but as the time
‘appointed was the same s his pre-engage-
ment with the child, he immediately sent &
note decliving it. ‘I could not dissppoint
ber,’ he said, she trusted me so implicitly.’
All right minded, honest thinking per-
sons have the s*me due consideration for s
promise as the aforesaid nobleman ; their
word onoce pased it becomes their bond,
and they would as soon thick of breaking
it e they think of passing a counterfeit
note. It goes without eaying that such
faithful promise keepers win the sincerest
sadmiratien and respect. It is s great
thing to bave & friend whose word can be
thus trusted, and it is a great thing to have
such a reputation one’s self. ‘I promise’ is
no light and trival ascertain, and when one
makes sucha declavation he should put
himself into it body and sonl.
Sometimes. however, promises are made
hastily ; they sre mesnt at the time, under
the impulse eof the moment, but calmer,
more deliberate judgement proves them
to bave been too rash, aid one must either
bresk one’s word or fulfil the obligation
und er protest. In such instances the lat-
ter course seems the only fair and honor-
able one, but it should have & wise and
salutary effect, teaching the lesson of self-
control and the importsnce of weighing
well one's promises before they are made.
It bas been said that ‘a bad promise is
better broken than kept," but this can
scarcely apply to upright, honest manhood
and womsnbgod, or become an excuse for
making unwise or indiscreet agreements.
But however we may bave occasion to
doubt earthly promises, we never ques-
tion the veracity of God’s covenants. ‘He
is faithful that' promised,” and sesrch the
Soriptures through there cannot be fopnd
one promise of his that has been broken
nor one vow that hes not been kept. Our
God is a.covenant-keepjng God—while the
earth remaineth his word shall mnd—nd

re-
joice in his work, rejoice in his house, re.

jd«llhpuplo. rejoice in commumion
. ‘The oné who enters into co-
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| He would bave -given thee, and not bave

upbraided thee s5 thou bast me, ‘living
water° Under this sime similitude the
blothdhnh
the Old Testament. The graces of the
Spirit and his comforts satisfy the thinking
lwltllnltlm nature and neces-
sity. Jesus Christ cen and will give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask him, for he re-
ceived that he might give. Though the
woman throughout acts and speaks per-
versely. yet Jesus does not cest her off,
but rather instructs and encourages her.
Whoso drinketh of this water shall thirst
again; it will quench the present thirst,
but the thirst will return. ‘So the infirmi-
ties of our bodies in our present state ; they
are still necessitous and ever craving.
Life is & lamp which will soon go out with-
out continual supplies of ofl. Our com-
forts in this world are neither perfect nor
lasting, mor our satisfaction in them en-
during. ‘Whatever waters of comfort we
drink wof, we shall surely thirst sgain. But
the living waters yield a lasting satisfaction
and bliss. Whoever partakes of the Spirit
of Grace and the comforts of the everlast-
ing Gospel, be sball never thirst, he shall
never want that which will abundantly
o tisfy bis soul’s desires. This water that
Christ gives sball bein him a well of
water; ever ready, because within him.

A good man is satisfied from himeelf, fg
Christ dwells in his beart. Never failing,
for it shall be in him & well of water—ever .
flowing, flowing, in all his principles
and affections. It but for ome hour we
saw God's gift, snd him throngh whom
be offers it, Christ would no longer need
to knock at our door. We would be
knocking at his.
No 121.°

T here was s'fmock at the door of A:nt
Fanny's pleasant kitchen one morning, snd
on the steps stood s little girl with & basket
on ber arm. ‘Don’t you want to buy
something P, she asked as she came in.
‘Here are some nice home-knit stockings.’
‘Surely you did not knit these yourself,
little girl®* said Aunt Fanny. ‘No, ma’am,
but. grandma did. She is lame,and so
she sits still and'knits the things, and I run
about and sell them ; that's the way we get
along. Bhe ssys we are partners, and so I
wrote out s sign and put it over the fire-
place, Grandma & Maggie.’ Aunt Fanny
lau ghed and bonght the stockings, and as
she counted out the money to pay for
them Maggie said, ‘This will buy the bread
and butter for supper.” ‘What if you had
not sold nytlnng?’ asked Aunt Fanny.

But Maggie shook her head.
pra, ‘Give us this day our dmily
d,".and God bas promised to hear when
olhpny,nlguu there wasn’t any ‘if’
bout it. When be uyl tllm.l they're

re and certsin.’— [The Sun
4 BOY IN BATTLE.
the Tenth Pennsylvavia’s Mascot

Who Wens to Maalls,

Jobn McDermott, the mascot of the
Tenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, is prob-
ably the youngest American boy who bas
gone to Manila and actually taken part in
the war excitement. He was onlya little

*Boots,"




