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from ohildhood the traths of our holy
veligion in which we bave had our

profoundest expericoces, in which the
associstions of home have been hal-
lowed by the Christlan epirit, and in
which we have received the ideal, the
stimulus #rd the hope we cherish for
ourselves and forthe werid. Obrietisn-
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hrist whose power and we made
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In taking this retrospect snd outlook
we must consider not only the Conven-
tion sa’ an organization, but ihe
churches and interests for which it in

\ large mensure stands.
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(ueations that suggest themselves. °
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(4) Wo are 1u advance of our people
in 1846 in the aystematio werk of our
churohes, the organizsd «fMorts of the
denominstion and in genersl s:anding
of the body.

Our pastors are betler suppcr qd and
able to give thelr time more fully to
the churches ; mahum‘:- are more

more of the members age in some
form of Chelstisn work, The Bunds;
sohools in New annlct lnnnmph
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in 1894, or move than four-fold, while
the number of nholm is nearly eight
Mimes what it
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od, but for the power of Christ it revesls
by showing elementa of life for the
npc that otherwise had not been dls-
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W. might on this jablles ocossion
pcnder some of the words spoken by
the Iate President Anderson of

Misstonary soclety : “For our
wovk vo nud‘n congtanily increasing

power,
Our mission fields, both st home snd
abroad, are »0 vul the instru-
mentalities are so manifold and com-
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2) But the spirit of law s not all; §
it s not enough. Our fathers had
Grace and trash have come for the
Now we have the ireedom
of sons, and are surely to ssknot * What
must we do, but what may we under-
ke for Oheist " Life, the G spel, our
fellow men, the world, our own muy
oall tous to axpend our energies on
them ;—~these _are our |old- oppor
tun y our Sa-

of should
"::{ vuluy aﬁnuu-nmnl and prac-

“On thd other hand, the power en-
trasted to the mission boards should
be exerclsed with the greatest delioncy,
tenderness and osution. The
tn-dom of individual sction sh be
given, which oan be made oconsistent
with the duuu required of those who
from their F-mm osn ouluy nu
whole fleld o! become
tlons which the good of the whole lu-
potes upon the activity of every part.
“Divine guldsnce alone osn cnblo
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Now unnhuumhdc- of a religions
body are ita message, ils ideals, lta
apirit and the strength of ita

ity ; ita n s largely ite ideals mul-
llbllld lu ity. We there-
fore mak (2 st was the ideal, 88 ro-
vealed by {ta theology, of our people 50
ynn ago, and how AT unchapged
now?
Problhl{y what was said by an able
Bnnhl o the United Siates concerning

moral
other Obristians.
privei}a! churches ?
wrasted ministers ! How well were
they supported ? Did these Baptists
have opposition from without?! Any
dissensicny among themselves? Did
they look forward to this day or did
they slmply work in their own time as
duty oalled, r F-rdlnn of issues? Wan
their (.mlly life more devont than oun?
Did they know their Bibles betierthan
we know oun

[)these. and other enquiries that
1 would naturady arise, a full avawer
eanict be given in a single sermon,
Lut we speak now of

Bome reapects in which we difler

from the Baptists of fifty years ago;

117 8 )me respects in which we are
thesame
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been niade and the signi-
fieance ¢ we changes for ue ; and
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(1) We hidve ¢ ministers than
they had, as well an o larger attendance
&t our con n of otbher member

In 1846 th Wordained minister
now we have acocrding to Year Book
for 1804, rdained ministers. As

the sotivity and progrees of & denom
ination sre clearly connected with ita
ministey, we can see the meaning of
this advanos fo numbers. The ™ min
faters of 1846 would be unequal to the
demands of our field now. AL the same
thme it may be noted (hat the number
of minksters is relatively not 5o great
, Bowass in 1846 Then we had an or

d mintsterto 167 oommunioants
w bave | to 197 membens. We
recelved » pumber of preschem
fromi a'wosd, but we have furolshed &
far greater number 4o churches In oth
er lands.
() We differ In the sumber of

v?nmhn Ta 1846 we had 160 chorches
B 1E04 we had 400, I he average mom-
bembip of the chorohes o 100 waa
whout B4 le 1804 o was 118, Ths pum:
ber of shurches has inoressed about se

oue inthe republicdaring the
hupndred years 1776 to 1876 might be
said of our convention during the last
50'years : *Baptists have reverencedithe
Bible as the one inspired source and
final test of Obristian doctrine. They
have declared.with one voice their pur
?me to rely u the Holy Beriptures

ot thelr knowledge of the way of 1ife,
Here dnd thers s man has been tossed
for a time on the billows of doubt. But
instances of the latter kind have been
extremely rare. and with almost no ex-|
oeption onr cburchea have been served
by mioisters belleving in the full in-
-pinlhm and -ugremo suthority of the

Bible, and the churches have been in
aeonrd with their pastors.”’

‘From the séme suthor we quote
again: For they (the Baptists of the
United States) believed one hundred
yoars ago in & triune Giod, the Creator,
Upholder and Sovereign of the Ual
veree ; and xhr{ believe in the same
now, They believed then in the com-
plete morsl alienation of magkind
from God through the fall; in the di-
vine-human penmn lity -md viearions
death of Jesus Christ ; the sufficency of
the atonement made by Christ for the
salvation of all mankind,’if they will
acoept it ; in regenieration by the Holy
Bpirit, through the presching of the
word and according to the eleotion of
grace ; in the preservation of sll regen-
erate souls, by the h e of God through
hll.b unto eterhal life, and in Ihn final
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~| and u.q tad §t, and
Moreover the Bible

onmnudo-un
hamuynmmwnuw

\dn—

Mlll of ()od
jod honored H

word; {4 became lhu-ud of mu?lm.

in the b

sppealed to in evidence.
m.hhmo:‘u largely due to the

hing with

the

churches has been
munity exercises &
the !nullomnl 11
setting forth of
ever challe:

The_worship, the
the

dominated by th

nised as determini:
wrd, 80 that the oh:

cuon of all &
These elements

nntho

of advancement.. A church in

t, most practio:

mged bhuman thought.

crganisation that fs
clples 'and flexible in its administea-
tion attract the multitude, and as these
churches have been at work all these

@ have gathered to thelr
\Mul pastors vhmo llv,;

thelr
teaching orlmipsm and the
ab y olthc people to see that corres-
And \hl practice of the ohumh— -~
to the ordinances and the free action
ol the churches under our polity have

the growth,
(2) The oomlnud work - of

the
means
na com-

t influence on
by the- repeated
hest, most im-
subjects that

the prinei,

the h!

stady of the truth,

ing it secures, the lnamure it

olrculates, all spimulate thought and
inquiry. Toe ftion to the Bible
ever otes mental aotivity, An ac-

tive, efficlent church is as effdotive in
promoting intelligencein a community
as & college ia in » town.
fluence it wields {a mighty. It bri

into close fellowship the rich and ng:
poor, the oultured and
the people of all claeses, and out of di-
verso elements molds & society that is
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the ignorant,
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ng the ethical s
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od | virtual breach of trus

“|est tles our fathers wrought. They
{ | thundered at the conscience and sum-

and » laxity
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Theso leaves from lhn books of our
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ve & or place ln our regard to the
work of our body ss & whole snd 10 a0
cord 10 those on whom we place our
burdens the intelligent sapport thelr

w uires.
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ndo-u mbug ord, He I-

hc uml in His b
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?ﬁ. work in the past s His
work now, He never hastens, bui N
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rest uotll he mllu Jerusa

ln the earth, He was with

in- spite of thelr lnﬂr-ltlu 'lih wu
and He osn bless
spite of ours. Tois He has prom-
(«d and let l!lm be true though every
man be

1V, 8o mucb for the past. Whu of
the future? Christ m nc
new and even memory of tho rnt
turned into aotivity and power for
vice. The text says: Remember uum
that spake unto you the word  of God,
and, considering the fssus of their llh
imitate their faith, We have seen that
the issue of their life, was great; we
have the same Christ, the author of
their faith and the object of it: we
t?etlelun may come to the like luua
of life.

First in what spirit lhAu we nppmh
the future? Bhall it be in the same
spizit our fathers possessed! Th
were stern Puritans, men who held the
odligation of duty—who wrought in
obedience to the divine command.

We might say of our denominaticn-

ol ship
“We koow what master lald thy
What workmen wrought thy ribs ur.um

i mast, Bad sall, and rope,
What anvils r nummu- beat,
1nwhat & forgo fid w

reshaped Lhe wuchom of thy hope

In the full sense of & personal God to
whom they were bound by the stroug-

moned men; to surrender to Christ.
Life was to them obligation, It was
Iargely life as an obligation that made
them what they wers. They must
obey God rather than mep; they must
bebbedient to Ohrist,

And this spfiit we need nn- ln,sny
to Obrist, to His dogteine, His spirii,
His services—He la the same. h
law as well sa u'\lth righteousness u

'nn will not uuhmu to Obrist ;
usoy believe in the same now.

“They believed then in Christing bap-
tiem sa belng the immersion in
of those who bave faith in Christ, ioto
the name of the triane God, in th
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mdhuwni“-ndlh
words, which, coming from such &
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require
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The revelat! Ohriat is

truth fs i . As the
hoavens and the eafth ave the saine and
yot modern science makes new,
w Bible must be inf by
each generation 1o the light and life of
that gemeration, It do
preach a sysiem of th thut {s the
result of the thinking of » former

and in the 'c'.d- of that

not mere form ; they are spirit and
Ife, and to bave their due power they
muost enter into the lile of today. . The

is 10 transiate the truthe of
of his own

of
of our dme, The falth of the fathers
nq-llnn-lo Eknwm--—

-Mll our woek se will ac-
on-plhh that purposs, be they old or
(d) lthouxowmuul 0 recognise
relation to t wmen, Our

fuh- mphul the dootrine of justi-
foation by faith, the relation of the in-
dividoal soul 10 God, We mast hold
to this and add the emphasls of the

mportance. Only in
keeping both oan we keep either. The
movement ol thought in the modern
the placing of poutlcd
power in the hands of the WF
10 us the way to a fuller uppl otucn ol
the Gpapel Whs hereto!
~—~an application for vhlnb our
mnel md church polity well qmluy

(5) Our faith is to be enlarged so far
as to take in the world. After all the
success we have seen {n prisching the
Goapal, it is scarcely faith togo on in
the beaten tracks of the past. It is

ooly common business sagacity. Faith
for us o when we think of
evangelising the nations beyord ; and

7 | we shall be proved faithless if the

word of God only comes 10 us and does
not also come out from us to the mal-
titudes.

Weneed s new conception of Christ
Lhu we might have a new ouuuyﬂnn

of His blessings for men.

(6) In order to reach the regions be-
yond, we need (0 see the relation of
our religion to our own country, We
cannot think of our denomination and
what it is to -uum for without thinking
of our country, As Jerusalem was dear
to David, so "our country precious to
us, not s of ita resvurces and its
glory, but because it in some way is to
enable us Lo get & new viston of God o
the face of Jesus Christ, He hath
made of one blood all nations -of the

they might feel after God, It s the
cogviotion that fn modera life, the na-
tion is, in God's thought, o be the mak.
lu phuo( Chrletian men that makes
Onnada sacred 0 us. 1t i beoause we
k,-(i":.p:lo‘m n:l believe that only
the oan make It traly peos
ous that we deaire the lkpu:uu-n:
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