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THE REACTION IN RUSSIA.

Now That the Empire Has a Taste of Order and Prosperity

Again the Leaders oi the Old Regime Seek

to Hegain Power.

ST. PETERSBURG, May 12—Politics
{s stirring again in Russia. The sick
empire has passed through a long ill-
ness and is now strong enough to sit
up.. Is the patient to take heed and fol-
Jow wise counsels or are the symptoms
of the recovery only to be the signal
for resuming the old manner of life?

The empire is facing a crisis. -The
men formerly in control have launched
& reckles campaign in favor of shut-
ting down what there is of represen-
tative institutions in Russia and re-
establishing the police warrant as the
supreme instrument of government. It
js their old game, but they have now
to play it against new men and under
new conditions.

After nearly three years experience
of the administration of the Prime
Sfinister, Mr. Stolypin, the leaders of
the political right—police ‘Ministers in
the ante-Duma regime, like Durnovo—
fave discovered that he is a “Liberal
Tederalist” and a ‘“‘masked Republi-
oan.” Other Russians had come to re-
gard him as a hard working, hard
@isted man who aimed at stamping out
goolalism and sentimentalism in poli-

#les. He said himself when he intro- .

&uoed his land bill abolishing the vil-

lage communael lands and establishing '
property among the peasantry |
intended to legislate for the !

private
that he
at.

He has sanctiomed without compunc-

men whosé political aims are almost
thely owvn.

They scarcely see yet that the real |
motive for the bitter onslaught en the . writes his documents himself and his

: private secretaries
| pretty

Prime Minister which is being oon-
d@ucted by the extreme conservatives

$n the Council of Empire is that Mr. .
Stlypin has begun to stamp his own .
personality on the administration of ;

the country; and he is not a man who
will make ecoommodating political ar-
sangements with them. It is best to
@emoribe the man in some detail before
trying to explain how he has come to
®e s0 great a factor in Rusesian af-
fairs. i

I had a quarter of an
with him in his villa on
Ostroff about a week before it was
®lown to pieces by the terrorists’
pomb. It was about a month after the
dissolution of the first Duma and while
hie was still new to the Premiership.
At that time he had no pelitical pro-
gramme for his country beyond fight-
fng the revolutionaries; at least he
said so with his usual spontaneous
outspokenness.

In appearance and In his manner-
fsms Peter Arkaddvitoh Stolypin is a
pronounced type of the south Russian
and probably has, as many
there have, a dash of Tatar blood in
him. He is a tall, broad shouldered

hour’s

man, square headed, with prominent

cheek bones, full:lips and deep set,
vather small gray eyes, which are lit
with a glow of force and vitality. His
ekin is smooth, clear and fresh ocolor-
ed. The blood comes and goes on his
cheeks as he gets animated, flushing
to deep red when he is angry, as he
sometimes has been in the Duma.

He is 48. The baldness on the top
of his head has grown perceptibly in
the last three years. Otherwise his
hair, mustache and beard are jot blaok,
without a streak of gray, and his fea-
tures, although regular enough, de-
note much more force of temperament
than sculptured graoce.

1 had known his elder brother, Alex-
ander Stolypin, who is a well known
working newspaper man here. They
deleng to a family of sgquires in the
province of Saretoff—neither to the
jerge land owning class ner to the mil-
itary or court officials nor to the pro-
fessional people who form educdted
soolety in the Russian provinces.

The present Prime Miniater was the
third son and ‘was put through the
classioal course at St. Petersburg Uni-

versity without showing signs of dis- .

tinction. He entered the ministry of
the Interior in the department of local
administration. He wen rapid premo-
gien in the province chiefly through
his temperamental willingness to set-
.¢le things himself without
to St. Petersburg.

His reputation in the districts that : :
{ tion was proving a failure. This charge

he administered was that of undoubt-
ed personal honesty with a desh of
impulsiveness. One of his troubles in

Boils
and Pimples

Are eswsed entirely by the blood being im
an impure condition, snd the quickeet and
simplest way to get rid of them is to take
s fow bettles of Burdock Blood Bitters.

This purely vegotable remedy has cured
thousands of cases of these paimful and
uasightly troubles during the past thirty

Mr. 8. J. Weir, River
view, Ont., writes:—
“Last summer 1 had
nineteen boils on my
neck and back. I was
off work for over two weeks. 1 took every-
thing I eould think of but to no effect. I
c: & bettle of Burdock Blood Bitters and

ore I Rad used half the bettle the boils
were mo I took the rest of it, however,
and ve not had a boil since.”

!
e

Mrs. W. J. Crane
don, St. Mary’s, Ont.,

‘Saratoff arose from this habit of be-

1
i
1

ing in the thick of things. A number of
families wished to leave the town, as
they believed there was to bs a po-
grom. Gov. Stolypin said he would
insure their safety and forthwith
mounted his horse and placed himself
at the head of their column.

They moved out and he and the
leading families had only a few stones
thrown atthem, but the tumbler per-
sons in she rear got badly belabored
by a ‘“religious procession”’—which is
usually the guise in which the hooli-
gans are organized. The result for
Stolypin was that he was reprimanded
by Minister Plehve in St. Petersburg
for not having stayed In his Gover-
nor's house and let the emigres shift
for themselves.

Stolypin never filled a post in St.
Petersburg until he was summoned up
from Saratoff on the eve of the first
Duma to be ‘Minister of the Interior
after the dismissal of Count Witte’s
cabinet. The advent of & man who
was not trained in the police, the law,
the army or the church and had
neither wealth nor high family posi-

' tion at the head of the most difficult

branch of administration was counted
the surprise of the crisis.

His predecessor, Durnovo, was the

! perfector of the political secret police.

fiP.lehve himself was
tion the exepution of anybody engaged |
fn making bombs. He was assailed in
the Puma by the constitutional Demo- :
ewatic orator Mr. Roditcheff for the
use of the ‘Stelypin necktle,” meaning ;
She an’s noose. It is.a revela-
tiom to the agitators among the masses
to ses him feld up to hatred before |
ghe court olique and the Cgar 8s a |

: taking pains.”

trained as a
Crown prosecutor in political trials.
No Minister of the Interior before
Stolypin had been simply a State Gov-
ernor.

All inquirles from those who have
frequent contact with him as to what
kind of capacity he has mark him as
satisfying Carlyle’s definition of gen-
fus. He has an “infinite capacity for
He is at work by 7
o'clock in the morning. He reads and

find
much limited
stamps upon envelopes.
Of course the dynamiters marked
hifmm down for slaughter. He neither
defied them with tempting opportuni-

their work
to gumming

: ties nor shrank from thelr threats. The

i Duma is built of armored steel

automobile in which he travels to the
and

| the way is cleared for him by a pilot

{ car.

Yet he was accessible enough

! until the Terrorists threw their bomb

talk !
Aptcharsky- !

in his villa at a public reception and
killed twenty of those waiting.
When the flash and the earsplitting

'-;explosion had passed the first move-
| ment of Stolypin, who was only be-

! smeared with plaster debris and ink

from his wrecked cabinet, was to cry

: “My children!” and scramble upstairs

families -

. er ‘the
- that Stolypin is usurping the Cazar’s

referring ;

to the nursery. His face blanched
and his eyes blazed as he clasped his
wounded twelve-year-old daughter.
For many minutes afterwards while
messages came from the Cgzar’s palace
and the government’'s office asking for
news of him he made ne answer, but
kept clasping his child -and stemming
the flow of blood from her destroyed
foot.

Stolypin’s strong family affections
are supposed to account in part for
his remarkable ascendency over the
Czar. He has won influence over other
important personages by a charm of
manner which consists of absolute un-
fearing naturalness and friendless of
heart.

The Durnovo party, whish now in-
cludes Doubassoff, who was Governor
of Moscew during the revolt, and
claims as its more enlightened mem-
bers Count Witte and Mr. Goremykin,
@ shrewd old member of the Tory
party, which wishes quietly to smoth-
Duma altegether, complains

preogatives, that when he takes a va-
catidon he uses imperial palaces and
imperial yachts. The facts are that
Stolypin’s full blooded physique needs
more active exercise than he can
safely take in St. Petersburg. He has
no country estate of his own where he
could ride with impunity. His present
holiday at the Livadra Palace has
enabled him to make daily excursions
in hill climbing inside the private im-
perial domain, free from assassins.
This charge of arrogating to him-
self some of the Czar’s divine prero-
gative is about the only one that can
be made against Stolypin with any
chance of driving him from power.
The natural argument against a min-

;ister whe was marked down for dis-

writes: — “I was
troubled with pimples
on my face for a couple
a good deal of patent
icine, but th.v were not of much use.
1 used iour bottles of Burdock
Bitters and am now entirely cured.”

ears and tricd

For sale by all dealers.
e T. Milbura Oo., Limited, Torento, Ot

missal would be that his administra-

would break down against Stolypin a®l
being untrue by consent of the pub-
lic common sense.

However much it may disappoint the
yearners after radical quick cures, it
has to be admitted that Stolypin’s
policy of ‘“thorough” has heen a prac-
tical success. His machinery grinds
slow, but it grinds exceedingly sure.
Extortion by officials is, after all, be-
ing exposed, prosecuted and punished,
and this gradual cleaning up is going
on while the governm~nt keeps an iron
heel on the revolutionaries—and no
government would have a chance with
either the Czar or the army which fail-
ed in that. :

One result of Stolypin’s mastery of
the situation is that all kinds of in-
dustrial securities in Russia have been
rising steadily since the end of win-
ter. Should the season bring a good
harvest it will make the case for revo-
lutionary violence hopeless.

Now, it is just this strange, unexpect-
ed experience of finding the country
enjoying comparatively good order and
tasting the beginnings of prosperity
that has given the Durnovo party the
jdea that the Duma and any kind of
progressive administration can be cut
out and cast aside with impunity. Pre-
mier Stolypin has met them with a
firm negative.

Whether the Duma takes his advice
or not he means to protect its chances,
as an organic growth, of taking root
and growing up. Ile has already, in
Alexander Gutchkoff, the leader of the
Moscow Whigs, or Octobrists, a spokes-
man on the floor of the House. He
creat many opportunities as -
can for letting the Duma add its in-
fluence to the cabinet’s. It is one in
of those agreements which the cabinet
leaders have seized their challenge.

Among tlie appropriations asked for

us

“ture of personal intrigue and
| inated suspicion that he is hypnotizing

BOY ACHIEVES WORLD'S GREATEST.INVENTION; B

WIRELESS HE SETS OFF EXPLOSIVE, MILES AWAY

indiana Youth of 18 Perfects
Engine of War Scientists
Have Been Seeking for Years
as “Greatest Blessing o
Mankind"—His New Ex-
plosive 40 Times More Ter-
rible Than Dynamite.

BVANSVILLE, ind., Mayv 11. — Al
lanky, sweatered schoolboy has achiev-
ed what Tesla, Marconi and other wiz-
ards of the wireless have been months
vainly laboring for—the invention of
which scientists long ago agreed would
be the greatest blessing to mankind.

He is Charley Willlams, 18-year-old
Evansville lad.

By pressing the key of a wireless in-
strument rigged up in his mother’'s
woodshed the other night, he caused
an explosion to occur three miles away.
It shook every building in the city.

That’s what the boy has accomplish-
ed. He is an engine of war that will
kill war. The United States govern-
ment is negotiating for it.

Charley Williams hasn’t stopped at
inventing the apparatus which sets off
the explosive. He has discovered the
explosive itself. He calls it “WwWilliam-
site” and declares it to be forty times
as powerful as dynamite.

Three ounces of it was enough to
scare this city out of a vear’'s growth.
A pound, experts say, would have raz-
ed every bullding within a mile of the
tree top in which he set up the three-
ounce bottle for his test.

And the boy has this terrible inven- |

tion of his perfected. He can direct his
brobingnagian blast wherever he wants
its force to-ge. 'If a man had been
standing under that tree the other
night, not a hair on hih head would
have been displaced,” young Willlams
said. I had the charge fixed so that
all its force was upward.”

The examined the tree for proof. 1Its
tops had been sliced off as with 'a
knife, but beneath not a leaf was dis-
turbed. Below not a living thing was
harmed, but the ground for a radius of
half a mile was strewn with dead
Sparrows.

CHARLEY WILLIAMS, 18.

Willlams, a youth of quiet, retiring
manners, robus:. large for his age, with
light hair and blue eyes that regard
one in a mildly inquiring way, didn’t

‘seem to think that he had done any-

thing extraordinary when & corres-
pondent visited him in nis 1Bodshed
laboratory.

“Why, yes, the experiment was suc" .

! cessful,” he said carelessly. “I knew it

would be. You see I've been studying
it a long time and I knew just how it
would act.”

Young Williams has been studying
high -explosives and electricity for
four years. In his flimsy wooden shed
laboratory he has been working with
the most dangerous substance known
to science.

«] wouldn’t make it a life werk,” he

declared. “I’d kill myself in a year's.

time.” He was thoughtful for a time.

i
1

!

«But I like it,”” he went on enthusias-
tically. “Think of it,”” he said, earnest-

' the stuff I always do it out

his clenched fist, “and wreck a moun-
tainside with it. .
“No, I'm going to be a railroad men,”
he went on. “That's my ambition,
«I've been making tests here at homs
for some time,” he continued. “But I
have only been using minute guenti-
ties. One of the first I made was right
in our parlor. I set off a little explo-
ston by wireless across - the . room.
When I work with large quantities of
in the
country, far away from anybody.”
The Star correspondent wanted to
know what would have happened if a
farmer had wandered into the charge
of “Williamsite” in that tree top.
«Wouldn't have hurt him if he'd
been standing under the tree when it
went off,” young Williams replied.
“Might have scared him ito death, but
it wouldn’t have hurt him. You see,

| it’s easy to direct a blast—make it go
' any way you want—if you know & o

ly, ‘‘to be able to take a piece of s_tuff i

no bigger than that,” and he held up i

i

tle about it.” It seemed extrsmely sim-
ple to this remarkable boy.

the Ministry of Marine was $50,0000 to-
ward the founding of a Navy General
Staff. The Duma added the rider that
the personnel of the staff should be
made known before the meney was
voted, and Stolypin accepted this view.

At once the outcry was raised that
he had sanctioned a treason to the
Czar's prerogative. He had joined in
a censure on the Czar’'s personal judg-
ment. In point of fact the Duma’s ac*
tion was taken to prevent any of the
old grand ducal gang—the Avellanes,
Alckereffs and and Abazzas—coming to
the top again in the new staft, the
dukes themselves having withdrawn
from the struggle with Stolypin in dis-
gust. But it was not a new display of
feeling by the Duma. Mr. Gutchkoff
had six months before in Premier
Stolypin’s hearing and with his ap-
proval denounced in the Duma the per-
nicious influence of the grand dukes on
the army headquarters staff. No cris-
{s was made of his action ‘then.

The difference now ls that Stolypin
has proved to be filling a stronger po-
sition than the old gang of opportun-
{sts—who were walting their turn to
take charge with the confidence born of
past experionae with the Czar—ever an-
ticipated. His position has not so far
been shattered by Mr. Isvolsky’s loss
of prestige as a foreign minister.

The improvement in Russian securi-
ties is a certificate of golvency to Stoly-
pin and has rallied to his side the coun-
try’s creditors at home and abroad. He
has made it plain that he will go on,
if he remains in power, to reform the
land law and the administration of the
criminal law in a cautious but honest
way, knowing waell that it is just an
exhibition of radicalism that his ene-
mies are looking for to ruin him with
the Czar. He holds the field absolate-
1v on all questions of public policy.

What he has to face now is a mix-
dissem-

the Czar into signing away his sover-
eignty. There are in the situation ab-
sorbing elements of human passion ard
weakness. More than that, the fate of
Russia herself is in the balance.

If Stolypin can be cheated out of
power it will be a day of victory for
the old gang of political Dpolicemen.
The plucky man gets the best chances,
and the most abiding signs point to
Stolypin outliving his enemies and
holding to his post
last into the light of a new day.

TORONTO HAS
BIG FIRE

—

TORONTO, May 11.—Fire on the cor-
ner of Scott and Esplanade streets this
morning caused the following loss: On-
tario Novelty Company, stock and
plant, $25,000; insurance, $15,000. Budd
Paper Box Company, stock, $15,000;
plant, $18,000; insurance, $26,500. Wil-
liam . Wilson & Co., ship supplies;
stock, $8,000; insurance, $6,000. White
& Co., wholesale fruit and produce
dealers: stock, 6,000; fully insured;
building, $10,000 covered by fnsurance;
owner, H. P. Eckardt & Co.

, Every Woman

is interesied and should know
y about the wonderful
‘ MARVEL Whirling Spray
5 The new Vaginal Myringe.
Best—M ost conven-
jent. It cleanses

other, but aem‘

illustrated book—senled. It gives

full particulars and directions in- )

wvaluable to ladies. -

WINDSOR SUPPLY CO., Windsor, Ont.
General Agents for Canada.

to steer Russia at

The Life Story of a Fly.

'By MUSCA DOMESTICA.

Born. Feel a little chilly, but I
guess the world will warm up to me.
Find I am an acrobat. Can walk on
the ceiling. It’s bully fun. Sometimes
1 hang by one foot. Some hungry.
Not much to eat on the wali paper.

Warmer today. Am real skittish
and lively. Skated on the window
pane. Ate with the baby. Was a
little careless and got in his mouth.
He coughed me up.
Jonah story.

Raining outdoors.
The family doesn’t
Took a milk bath.
but was snapped at by a dog.
I'm not a flea, or T would have to live
on the des.

Had a dandy feast on charlotte russe
today. Got first whack at it. When
shooed off took refuge on a cracker.
Somebody pulled the cracker from
under me and consumed it How
greedy some people are.

Funny thing happened. Tried to get
outdoors to the garbage can and found
iron bars preventing my egress. Cloud
has a silver lining, however, for. flies
outside can’t get in.

Glad I'm inside.
use good butter.
Explored the floor

i

I helieve that !

Glad |

If I find a hole, |

will erect a turnstile and make them |

pay admission. There's a pretty brun-
ette flyess out there who can get in

free if I'm on the gate.

Had lovely game today with human
being who swatted at me with a dust
cloth, Good exercise for both of us,
but, her batting eye is punk. Her
average for the day was .000 as she
whiffed every time. I took a good
long rest in the sugar bowl.

About 300 new arrivals today—door
left open. All ravenously hungry. Had
to whip about 87 before I could get
anything to eat off the sideboard.
They are a bunch of anarchists, who
don’t recognize my vested rights.

Great deal of dust today. Premises
in confusion. Disgusting smell of soap-
suds. Had to eat cold dinner. Played
with baby’s face unmolested. They
call this housecleaning. Very disa-
greeable and inhospitable. It destroy-
ed several caches of bagteria I had
rubbed off. .

JFound peculiar glazed surface with
convention of unemployed flies holding
forth on it. Wonder what it is. Must
be a good thing for they seem to be
stuck on it. Me for it.

B-b-b-z-z-272—22%z — buz-ziz — say —
I'm—all out—of breath. Sort of at-

 tached—to this glazed — surface—my-

face. Been here two days. Can’t eat,
can’t fly, can’t let go. Can't even
breathe. F-A-R-BE-W-E-L-L!

OVERWHELMING VIGTORY
FOR THE MORRIS PARTY

—

| Sir Edward Will Have Twanly-six Members

in New House.

ST. JOHNS, N. F, May 11.—Practi-
cally complete returns tonight froem

the voting in Saturday’s general elec- |

tion show that the party headed by Sir
Edward Morris has won an
whelming victory and that
Morris will have twenty-six mermbers
of the le

over- |
Premier |

wture, as againot ten sup-

porters of Sir Robert Bond, the former |

head of the government.
In the voting last

loting.
Premier Morris and
leagues carried the west

his two col-

division

ers were elected in Twillingate.

Colonial Secretary Watson,
Morris cabinet ‘and
were successful in Trinity, a gain
two seats for the Morrisites
district.

In Fortune Bay cabinet Minister
Emerson was elected. Attorney-Gen-
eral Morris and Hur\'m‘nr—(iﬁ‘.u‘:"
Rlandford were chosen in Bonavista.

Four districts missing gave heavy
majorities in the last election
these conceded to that party, so that
tonight's figures will
stand,

of

November each .
side elected cighteen members, a situa- |
tion which resulted in Saturday’'s bal- !

|

of |
gt. Johns, and Bond and two support- |
the

twvo colleagues |

of |

in that

and |

undoubtedly

Right
Styles at

the Right
Price

IND the right hatter and ex-
amine, carefully, the right hat
for your head—you’ll know it

by that labelof Wakefield’s. Note
its silky nap, its graceful lines, its
finc binding and finish. Try it on.
Then enquire the price. You'll
know thenwhy these hats are fav-
orite in Canada—as in Londen—
with men who must dress well and
won't waste money. Buy
by the label—it war-

rants the value. =

A.A.ALLAN & CO.,Limited, Toronto
Wholesale Distributors for Canada

| ber makes cautious expenditure

' is not paramount.

HE DEMOCRACY OF THE

-

AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH

P e )

Some Comparisons With Canada --- Graft is

 Practically

Unknown,

EESReaTR T

(By Frank Fox, of Sydney, Australia.)

Canada and Australia represent two
widely diverging types of British Cem-
munities. That is apparent at the out-
set to the casual observer. Two main-
ly British communities, both under a
federal form of government, both
“new’’ countries, both chiefly depen-
dent oa their primary production for
material prosperity, might be expected
—seeing how nearly identical are the
basic conditions of their community
life—to more nearly approximate in
type. But the differences are great
and easily observable; the reasons for
them not easy to trace.

In Australia democracy is very real,
eand very thorough. Every adult has
@ vote, the female as well as the male.
No plural voting is allowed, so that
the poorest laberer has full equality
of political power with the richest
magnate, Womanhood suffrage has ex-
isted since the foundation of the
Commonweath, and has had in prac-
tice no ill effects; nor has it had any
of the reform virtues claimed by its
ardent advocates, when in the pre-
Federation days the agitation for the
female franchise was begun. Woman-
fhood suffrage has simply doubled the
voting number without making:  any
ehange at all in the character and set-
tlement of the issues, beyomd perhaps

strengthening slightly the temperance.

vote—but only slightly.

The candidate at an Australian elec-
tion has mo need to be well-to-do.
There is & case on record where 4 la-
bor cemdidate won through on a to-
tal expenditure of ten dollars. Under
the federal law it is an offence for a
candidate to 'spend more than one
thousand dellars in securing his <lec-
tion. He is liable to be umseated if ‘it
can be proved that he has done so. It
ig- true that in very many cases that
amount of expenditure is exceeded,
even largely exceeded. But the fact
that proof of an expenditure of over
a thousand dollars will unseat a mem-
ne-
cessary. Bribing of constituencies is
praciically impossible.

The politiclan in Australia often
fives altogether by politics; and i8 Twse
ashamed of the fact, The labur mem-
ber, for example, has very often no

means of subsistence other than his '

parliamentary salary. This creates a
public feeling that the salary should
be adequate for maintenance—that it

! should be in fact, a “living wags.” Re-

cently in accordance with this s2nti-
ment the salaries of federal men:bers
were raised from $2,000 to $3,000 a
year.

GRAFT PRACTICALLY UNKNOWN.

“Graft’ is practically unknown in
Australia. In the Federal Parliament
since its foundation, eight years ago,
there has not been a single case of cor-
ruption, nor, indeed, a serious allega-
tion in that direction. In the State
Parliaments there have been a few is<
olated instances.'The most noidisous
occurred a couple of years ago in the
State of New .South Wales, where it
was proved by a Royal Commission
that a Minister for Lands, since dead,
and at least one late ‘nember of Par-
liament, had accepted money {rom
pastoralists to secure zoncessions in
the rents due on Crown lands. The oi-
fender was expelled from 2arliament
and criminally prosecuted. There was
not evidence enough to convict him
before a jury, but the public feeling
as to his guilt was almost unanimous.
The fact ruined him, though he was a
very clever and very popular man. He
died shortly after in disgraca.

Yet the financial inferests

in the

case of Australian parliaments are en-'

ormnus. State ownership is the rule
rather than the exception. Almost
everywhere the 'state owns the raii-
ways, the tramways, the telegrapn
anc telephone lines—in may cases also
the tourist hotels and lodging houses,
the farries and other public utllities.
There are government agricuitural

‘banks to help the farmer with cheap

money and to aid the city artisan in
getting a home of his own; a huge
area of lnd is held by the crown, and
is let on lease; making the govern-
ment a landlord, whose rent roll ex-
ceeds that, probably, of all ather land-
owners combined; the mines are near-

ly all held on lease from the govern- |
towards '

ment. The movement, too,
government ownership is progressive.
There is talk now of the state taking
over coal mines and working them
directly, of the state acquiring ship-
ping lines, and of making the prepara-
tion and sale of tobacco and adcohol
government monopolies. With all

this socialisin the chances of ‘‘graft’™,
A corrupnt politician
!

are very great.
has excellent opportunities.
Yet I repeat, “‘graft” is practically

unknown. The politiclan can generally |
Sie |

be recognized by his poverty.
Henry Parker, the greatest statesman
Australia ever had, died so poor that
he had to sell his books to keep a roof
over his dying hea&, and parliament
was called upon to vote an annual pen-
sion to maintain his widow and child-
ren. Sir Graham Berry, the - great
leader of Victorian Radicalism, died a
pauper, and the government had to
come to the rescue of his widow. Sir
George Digby, who was premier of
New South Wales, was saved from
poverty in his cld age by being made a
C‘ommissioner of the State Savings
Bank. The instances arc so numerous
of most influential politiclans dying
poor, that 1 cannot quote one-tenth of
them.

WEALTH NOT WORSHIPPED.

The present ministry (Labor) not
one man is worth $5,000; of the last
ministry, (National Protectivn), not
one, I am sure, could have mustered
up $50,000. These facts will be, per-
haps, if I may say so without offence,
regarded-as a little strange in Canada.
I shall make some attempt to explain
them. In the first place wealth is not
worshipped, to any very absorbing
extent, in Australia. The dollar issue
There is a great

love of pleasure, and pleasure is a
sunny open air climate comes cheap,
requiring no great houses or expen-
sive luxuries, but very little love of
money as money. There are, of course,
exceptions I speak of the general body
of the people. To ‘‘have a good time’
in this life rather than to amass wealth
is the general ideal. Poverty is not a
erime, osteritation of wealth is almost
a misdemeanor. ‘‘Soclety” reflects in
a measure this fact. At Federal Gov-
ernment House it is expressly stipu-
lated that you need not necessarily
* wear a frock coat and a silk hat ‘(the
| “uniform” of the wealthy” at an after-
noon function. This is because there
are so many important people who are
quite poor.
Public opinion, too, in Australia, is
very alert, very well educated. The
workingman is no ignorant “hand;” he
is a mind, equal to his richer fellow—
citizens. He gets to be Prime Minister,
or a Supreme Court Justice quite nat-
urally. He reads economics, ethics, is
a profound student of politics. In
every constituency, almost he is para-
mount. As a rule you must be either
a Labor candidate or a progressive im
sympathy with the masses to win a
seat. Determined to make his eounftry
'a Paradise, not for a few wealthy,
,but for the mass "of the people, the
AustraMan worker keeps the closest
! watch on politics, votes regularly,
reads Hansard devoutly (in - extreme
cagses of politicomania), or studies the
daily paper reports of debates very
closely. He is determinied on &n ad-
vanced policy of State ownership; be~
ing so determined, will not, if he can
help it, allow any growth of corrup-
tion to stand in the way of his ideal.
If it is seen that there is “political
influence’ 'threatening in any state de-
partment (by which is meant not ac+
tual corruption, but a tendency to
nepotism), the remedy is prompt; thaf
department is put under an indepen=
dent Board of Commissioners, answer-
able not to the ministry of today, but
directly to parliament, and holding of-
fice by the same tenure as justices of
the Supreme Court.

VOTES NOT TO BE BOUGHT.

There is no purchaseable mass of
votes in Australia, no body of foreig-
ners, just arrived, who can be herded
to the poles by an election agent, no
reasonable possibility of spending large
sums in securing a seat.

Australia has so far done nothing to
encourage a great body of immigra-
_tion. Under the stress of fear of an
! Asiatic invasion in -the near future,
" there is just now a great cry for more
population. All parties agree as to the

desirability of that, but the Labor

Party, representing the most advanced

political thought in the country, is in-
sistent that the greater population
should not be secured at the expense

of any lowering of the average status
of the Australian people. So they ob-
ject to pauper immigrants and to the
influx of any great mass of people
from the ‘cheap labor” countries of

Europe. On that issue, of immigra-
tion ;and anti-immigration, there will
be some great political battles in the
future. ‘The result one cannot fore-
cast, as a matter of mere prophecy, I
think the Labor Party wil win ané
keep Australia in its present track of
a slowly increasing, but highly or-
ganized population. In the northern
territory, however, at present unpeo—~
pled, the settling of cheap-labor {immi-
grants in masses may be tried, but °
| they must be of white rece; the Aus-
tralians wilt tolerate no Asiatics.

Australia _represents today a type
of free, well educated, but jealously
exclusive democracy. Losing the ex-~
clusiveness which is a frequent mwat<
ter for censure, it may also lose quali-
ties which are “unquestionably worthy
of praise.: In effect that amounts to
a doubt whether in a new country &
highly-trained and clean democracy
is compatible with a very quick
growth of material prosperity for in a
new country such  quick growth of
wealth can only come with a very
quick growth of population. In that
doubt is implled the chief point of
difference that I notice it betweem
Canadian and Australian conditions.

WHAT TO KNOW.

i

; R AEE
How doth the little busy bee
Beneath the bee-hive hat,
Dodge being hid by such a itd,

Please can you tell me that?

e

OW hard it is to

keep floors clean
when they're
carpeted, Feixi“t’ed,
or oiled! And

how easy when

they're Floorg]azed !

Floorglaze enamels flgors with any of tea
charming colors.” It woa’¥ war off, It's
waterproof (§6 goow Jfor “outdoor
floors as well as in). A gallon coats

g00 square feet. Razsily applied;

dries glossy and hard in a

night. Send tadmy for free

booklet well warth reading,

Made by the
Imperial Vare
nish & Colos
Co., Limited,
Tarento. Sold
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everywheres
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