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Far lhe Christian. Watchman.

The Conquest of 1ndia.
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do it will be mecessary to hurry rapidly along,
touching ' only ‘upon 'thosé events which have
chiefly contributed toward it. Whea we consider
the vastness of the country -uh_]ugawd 'he den-
sity of its popul its the
mnumerable circumstances which ciowded rap-
idly on one another during this unequalled con-
flict of races, the idea of reducis® so grest a
suhject to-ao small-a space seems. almost ludi-

ion

crous. A history in detail would be inipossible |

and nothing is 1éft but to give s brief and simple
statement of those events which are visible to 11
as the leading cduses in placing India in her pre-
sent position,

Otiental couniries posséss & strong and pecu-
liar attraction for our minds.
thought, manners, everything; they seam almost
to belong to shother world.  Between what we
know and what wé imagine about them, they
ocoupy a strange position in our thoughts, Their
wonderful history, their venerable civilizaiion,
their strange arts and stranger sciences j their
vast and populous cities ; their kingdoms' wiigh
have risen and fallen away ; their warriors and ar-
mies which have overrun continents,these all min-

. gletogether in our conception of the East—suffi-
cient cagses for our deepestinterest. R
too, condes forward and throws around it her be-
witehing mnfluences. We yield to the spell, and in-
voluntarily receiving fancy for reality, we endow
the East, with nll the wonders that we read of
mn the Arabian Nights or the tales of old Vene-
tian travellers, making it the land of mystery, of
untold marvels, and of boundiess wealth. But
besidey this we' ‘find - still higher wttractions
in the East. . ‘It was the primeval Home of our
rage, apd this the source to which can be traced
most - great human inventions. - The fountain
alike of error and of eternal troth, while Bod-
and Mahommedan scek in her the
origin.of their falsa religions, the Christian views
d mwm.mm
unfold his ﬂlvme revelations.

_Of all Eastern colintries India stands forth as
the perfect type of Orientalisni. Al its charae-
teristicg, belong pre-eminentlyto her.

If we revere venerable age, wé find this in fn-
dia.  Bhe is the cldest cf all living natious.
Peopled immediately after the dispersion of the
homen family at Babel, she was coeval with the
earliest patriarchs. Her present civilization has
continued the same for neatly 3000 years, her
history can be traced back nearly to the Flood.
Races, kingdoms,  and' longuages had  visen,
flourished end expired within her botders, while
all our modern ‘nations were 'wandering tribes,
Even the hoary monumen's of Egypt cannot
equal in antiquity the - sculptured caverns of
Elephanta.  India- possesses; also, a most re
markable literature, and her Sanscrit’language
is the mothef’ of the principal ' Europeun
tongues,

Nor is India less remarkable for those religious
systems which ‘she has spread threughout all
Asia.  Brahminism, so full of grandear and ab-
surdity, whose, chief dogtrines are founded on
the Vedas written 3000 yéoraago,is Hindou to the
eore, and cai flourish in' no other country. While
the purer and more pliable Budhiem which num-
bers as its followers one, third of the whole hy-
man race, émanated no lese from Indis, being
merely an offshoot from Brahmaniem.

If you would have the most varied and attrac-
tive . patwral beauty, you will find it here, for
nowhere is-nature more prodigal of her charms.
‘The mountains are the loftiest and most sublime
on earth, the valleys verdant, the plains luxuri-
ant, Interspersed among them are hills and
dales of marvellous beauty. Rivers flow every-
where to water the land, to fertilize the soil, and
to promote commerce. The plane; the palm, the
sandalwood, the mahogany, trees the most preci-
ous, with all the rarest fruit and most costly
spices, grow with boundless profusion in  this
their native home.

If nature has thus been lavish of her beauties
she has been equally, generous in her costlier
gifts,  From this -source the gnciéts derived
their chief supplies of gold and silver. - In all
sges her waters have vielded the largest gn&

..purest pearls. For diamonds the mines of Gol:
conds were iong ago a proverb, and the “ moun-
tain of Wght” that now flashes from the erown of
Vigtoria, is'sn Tadian gem.

Thus  everyihipg that is most rare and preci-
ous hos India for its home., Well may we take
her as the type. of thatexhaustless East which

Opposed to usin |

this thet made her coveted by so many ambitious |
conguerors, this maryellops wealth, ibis glorious |
treasure, whose very dropmngs were sufficient to
build uptoigrentness 80 maby, naticns, It was,
thus. that great’ couguerors from Alexander to

and Enghsh, each in thewr wm, strugglhing to
secore this glitiering -prise, the, hk@ of which
earth has never seen. !

In that great awskeniog’ ofilu: nations which
took plnee in (ke 15%h-century, when Europe,
emerging from the darkuess: of feudal times,
entered npon its glorious eareexaf progress, dis-
coveries and inventions of the most.impertant
kind burst upen the world. - Then Christendom,
under the leadership of Luther; freed itself from
the- bondage /of.| Popery ; gunpowder and the
press—ihe great motive powers of war and, of
peace, appgared; and Columbus, while seeking
over the Atlantic s shorter passage to Iodia, dis,
covered a new worid. But not the least import-
| ant of all these discoveries was that of, the pass-
| age to the East around Southern Afiica. Amid
the splendors of other achievemerts this must
not ‘be .overlooked. It annihilated Venetian
prosperity, changud the cbannel of Indian com-
merce, and opened the rich and luxurious East
to the ardent and toiling West,' The Portuguese |
were not insensible ‘of the magbitude of their |
unexpected discovery.

Seeking to monopolize the tiaffic of the entire
East, (they sent out immense armaments hoth
for the purpose of commerce and conquest.—
These expeditions, their nusber, their, achieve-
ments; their waried fortune, constitute an ims
portant. part of Indian history.  The Portuguese
in tte East were actuated by thesame insntiable
avarice whigh, distinguished the Spapiards in the
West, and exhibited the same ¢ruel and blood~
thirsty dispasition. . Whenever they dared to
aitack, they stormed ecities' and delivered them
up o .plupder, Their name became a terror
throughont the entire, African snd Asiatic coast.
A Jarge territory was everrun, apd at one time
the East scemned likely to fall into their hands,
But Providence had decreed otherwise:. Such
a prize was reserved fer a nobler nation than the
€ tHENCE “z;_u hose, histury, ia enly matked wi

oodshed and outrageons wrong.  The time

not yet come, and she was finally checked
in her career. The Mabommedan powers all
around made powerful combinations and droye
her out, of many places ; the union of Spain with
Portugal caused the Eastern possessions to be
neglested for the sakeof the West ; Portuguese
mismanagement did still more; and finally, the
rivalry of the Dutch completed their downfall,
At the end of 100 years Portugal, with all her
advantages, had littie else 1o show than the single
town of Goas

While the Portuguese power was declining,
the Datch coming' forward pressed vigorously
it their places and extended their power all
over.the Indian seas.  All the territory at pre-
sent held by them in this part of the world, was
gained ub that time.  But the Indian prize was
fot for the sordid and:ignoble Dutch.

AWAKENING, OF KNGLISH AND FRENCH.

So the 16th century closed upoon the East,
snd. the first and second actors in this great
drama, after successive generations of warring
and strugglizg, only showed their inability to
work out for themselves any high destiny in these
regions, . But while Portuguese were dying
and Dutch inext,while the East was in an attitude
of expectancy, the seventeenth century began,
and the next reene opened with, gigantie strug«
gles for supremacy between the two mightiest
powers on the globe.

And here we may pause for amoment to glance
hurriedly upon the general state of things.

India bad fallen into a state of anarchy. The
glory of the house of Akbat had departed, and
the majesty of Aurungzebe e:swt.ed only in me-

mory. . The Great Mogul, onte the most power-
ful monarch on earth, huad dwindled to a mere
puppet, “ whose aurhornv was only nominally
recognizéd by the nuomerous turbuleut and ambi-
uous chieftains who now contended fi-xeely with
ove apother sll. over India. With his power
utterly ignored beyond the walls'of the Jumna-

Misjéd, how could this enfeebled monarch en-
force, his laws or reduce the State: to order P-—
Tne other tolérs were in. thia respect eqaslly
powerless, the. object of envy and smbitious
designs to neighbouring powers, surrounded b:
troops of plotting and treacherous friends, while
thie very existence of each one was an object of
constant care. Good government was impossible.
The land was dut.rnctad by wars. Armies
marched to cod fro incessantly, VastBands of
orgenized robbers wandered about plundering
and murdering fodiscriminately. Smaller bands
of marauders infested every settlement. Cities
were sacked, villages pillaged and burned, rich
men p)undered and tortured, merchants robbed
and slain, There was the wildest confusion
everywhere,

“ With ricaest hand
Showers on her kings barbarie pearls and gold.”
To her ancient and modern’ times alike point
as the souree of ‘their chief trade. Their great
commereial centres were those cities which were
so fortanate as to be the channels for Indian traf-
fic. Tyre, Sidon, Palmyra, Carthage and Alex-

(To be continued.)

OLp AGE WITHOUT RELIGION.—Als! for
him who grows old without growing wise, end to
whom the future world does not set upon her

atés when he is excluded by the present. ' The |,
iord deals so graciously with us'in tho . declice
of life, ¢hac itis & shame to turn & deaf edrto the

andria, drew their prosperity directly or mdi-
rectly “‘from this country; and Venige became |
what she was, not from innate bravery or emm-l
prise, but because this same exhaustless East,
ad »uruﬂ in her lap all gems in sparkling show- |

U»;. Lm:) we arrive at ‘the'8ubee of India’, .
conqueat We Liave sesry ber attractions, among
which boundless wealth was pre-eminent, It was!

lessons whigh He gives. The eye becomes dim,
the ear dull, the tongue falters, the feot totter,
all the senses refuse to do their office, and from
every side resounds the call, **Set thine housp
in order, for the term of thy' pilgrimage is at

pohon have hed dazzling dtﬂm of Andisn

@#‘cmu on_our B)mpu].hlu, our exaxumu, and,
had

® For the Christian Watchman:

Our Interests in Burmah.

enthusiasw, wh|ch the equally important sphere
of operations at home, fails to awaken. All that
jaldeplorable in the moral condition. of the heath-
en, all that is new or strange in their manners or
way of living, allthat is delightful or uuplenuant
in- their climate or circumstances, combine to
render them _objects -of interest to us. Their
deep deprayity—their singular customs, their pe-
culiar civilization, their frozen or torrid zones,
even-their distance from us, all excite .emotions
within us. - When we hear from them the Mace-
donian ery, and when we see the missionary in
response to this call,leaving home,civilization and
all that makes this mortal life sweet, hard must be
the heart that does -not beat with emotion ; dull
and eold the spirit. which does not reply, *God
speed the missionary.”

No foreign missionary field is to us so.interest-|
ing 48 Burmah; and this is net without reason, In“‘
our ¢hitdhood we hedrd of Judson und his heorig
wife«<we were. told all the. story . of their early
missionary - life——a ‘story more interesting than
any romande. The religion of the Burmese is
better known to us than that of amy heath-
en people, The history of the mission to this
nation has been frequently repeated to us. No
missionary ‘names . are, - more familiar than
those of Boardman, Abbot; Wade and Mason.—
In. no country .hab more success aitended the
preaching of the woril - than iy this; where the
Christian: can point te thousands .of converted
Karens.

Bemdes we have a personal iuterest in Burs
wah A native of dur own,provinee laboved in
that land; and made it an. additional object of
interest and subjeiy of opr prayers, Ilis labours
though impeded by sickness and other obstacles,
were not altogether in vain, and so long s there
yet lives in Burmah any, to whom  Burpee,
directly orindirectly, was the menns of spiritual
good; - 80 long no: foreign country. can have such

our prayers.

But yet another: tie conuacu us with that Em-
pire.  Brother Arthur Crawley is toiling there,
Hé, born in our land, edueated, converted, cal-
ied of God to preach the Gospel, and, to- under-
take the work of & mfissiopary, in our own col-
lege, is now giving his life 10 the Burmese, teach-
ing thent of the eternal God, and the only media-
tor. From time to time, we hear of him, and
from him, and it is a pleasure for us to learn, that
amiong the many self-denying, earnest, and suc-
cessful missionaries in Burmah he is by no means
the least efficient. I'hough sent out from our
American brethren, we feel for him none the less
sympathy, ‘temembering that he is bone of
our bone and flesh of our flesh, thatour cols
lege is the school in whi¢h he was educated, the
templé in which hé with many others first learn+
ed to worslip God, 'the Troas where he heard
the Macedonian &)’. AH these circumstances dis
rect our hearts to Barmah, prompt ue to enquire
what the Lord is doing there, and summon us te
ask what he would have us do for them and for
out brother Arthur Crawley in Henthadu.

Horron.
For the Christian Watchman.
The Home Mission.

As a denomination we aré not' yet fully aware
of ‘the importance of this provinte as o field for
christian labor. It ddes'not follow because there
are here no heathen temples, or mosques, or
synagogues, that ‘there is but litde  work
to be done, The proviaoce is none the less
missionary ground because its inhubitents are
nominally Christian. ' It is ‘really’ lamextable to
reflect how ‘many’ sections of our coyntry are
wholly destitute of the preaching of trath and
how many thousands seldom’ hear a gobpel ‘ser-

mon.

At no future period of our history will the same
amount of missionary exertion result in the same
degree of success as now. Every year or month
of neglect will leave a gap which never can
be fllled! Redoubled’ exertion hereafler will

Y ot remedy the consequences of present careless-

ness or indolence. 1t is true of a province orking-
dom, as itis of an individusl,that early training ia
the right direction will enbure a continuance in
well doing, “'Irain up a''child in the way he
should go, and when he is dld he will not ‘depart
from it.”

Youth is the season of training. ' “Just as the
twig is bent the tree 1s inclived.” When habits
have béen formed, and whed the mind is pre-
occapied, it 1s very difficol tto efféct any chatige
in the actions, or the thoughts. Now this pro-
vince is yotng. Tha ideas, the customs of the
People are unseitled. ' Butina hundred ' years
from now willit'be 4o P What ‘a différence

Bl es of vice or misery.

| takes place in the life of a man, when he turns in

YWhich thé transformation takes place.

‘Wilt" it "be “s0 ' 4’ hundred years bance? The
its of thinking and scting, which will be forim-
in a1l the intermediate perfod, will then with

vingitile ‘power ‘asaist’ or ‘oppose  the cause of

uf niany, or lends them to distant ]ando in'par-
suit of wealth. ' But Have we, ' who rémain " be<
hind, ‘aniy cause to envy them, as they toil 'like
slavesin Néw England, or shiver with ague. in
the marshes of the West; or uadergo the hard-
ships ‘of life ‘among total strangers in California,
or Australia P Often surely they ‘must sigh, as
they sing, *there’s no place like' home.”  The
healthiness of our elimate, the fertility of eur
soil, dur 'mineral’ wealth, our géographieal posi
tion, all point to the'day ‘when' our population
shall be numbered by ‘millions. *Shall we wait
until that day to begin in earnest our home mis-
sionary operations ? * Why, an ‘amount of work
which now would suffice for the entice province,
would riot then make an impression on the mass-
Each ' sonl ¢orverted to
Christ, not only exerts an infiuence on all around
#im, but also on all who shail cotae’ afier ‘him,
“ One shall become 4 ‘thoueand”” We cahnot
estimate to what an extent the future character,
and destiny of this province, depends upon this
generation. ' The Pilgrim Futhers had the early
training of Massachusetts and that is the reasori
why ehe differs from South Caroling r Missouri,
and is the mightest and best state tn the Uniun.
Now then, is the accepted time!
""EVANGELIST.

For the Clifistian Watchman.
The Conversion of Luther.

Conversion is that important change which

his heart from sin to holiness, from  Satan onto
God. Thoughin strict prepriety it may refer to’
that moment wien the heart changes, yet in con-
templating a conversion, wé' may very ‘properly
consider that experience of the spirit which 'was
preliminary to the imiportant moment and,ind eed,
essential to the genuineness’of the éotiversion.

. It is instructive to miark the varions ways' in
The Hia
ven!y light doee not always come into the chamn-
bers of the soul in “the same way. In nature
sometimes a flash of lightning” illaminates the
earth, butgenernllv the darknéss which broods
over itTs dispelled more gradually and we have
the twilight and tbe day, Soitis in the king-
doin of grace ; the spint of Panl was illuyminated
as by a flash of lightning, and the spectator of
that scene ¢ould scarcely discoyer through what
stages the spirit of the convert passed. It 'was
different with the wothan of Samaria: very beau-
tiful is it to mark how our Saviour led her to at.
tend, to isquire, to repent, and finally to be-
lieve. Trith came into her mind as daylight
comes to the benighted earth,

Bat turmng away from the inspired history we
know of fey conversions morg instructive than
that of Luther. His experience admirubly qua-
lified him to unfold the long forgotten doctrine
ofJusnﬁcalAun by faith. 1In his religious life we
can distincily trace the various steps by which
the sinner intecs the kingdom of heaven.

The recard of his life informs us how he was
led to takéla corrést view of his character. He
had beeén vrained to ‘regard sin 'as’ an offence
against the moral law or the injunction of the
chureh, a trivial affair to be remedied by a few
penarices. But he ‘was mysteriously led, when
far away from those seductions which he had. re-
garded asthe chief incentives to &in, in the 'si
lenee of the monastery which ‘'he had once.’ re-
gardéd asa citadel against Satan, to see th'at sin
was an affair of the heart,—that it was the abom-
inable thing which God hated. He learn :d that
he could not eradicate this sudden but deadly
eneniy by all bis efforts, nay that his best wishes
were themselves so many sins. He felt'that be-
fore he could do what was pleasing to a Holy
God he mast have a new moral disposition, and
this he could not create for himseif. INo wons
dey that, with such.views of his characte r he grew

to gain pence of mind by the pnfomﬂﬁop
dutles as a monk he sunk'is )

In a case of genuine gonver On one ought
cettainly to perceive somewhat of F.is own' eho-
ragter; how can one hunger and thirst for right-
eonsnees unless he fst sees his de Heiency ? how.
cop he pray unlesy he wants ? yet how few sgem
tohave lesrned that they are sint jers ? hoW' faw.
when  entering the ‘church ind jcdie that fHiey
have discovered their great eneo Ay in their’ own
basoms, that they have Hated & e cursed thing,
that they have felt it inexadiodb Jé'by any efforte
of their own, or that théy bave desired, above ali
ofher things, not merelys esea’ pe from heil, but
!blivcn;mw‘ from the bdsom & in.

| In the life of Luther we dis cover 'more eicarly
!bm in'any of his discourser j, the nature of the

in  this respect may be notived between' ws and
the inhabitants of ‘the ‘Btute of Massuchussets,—
How much morestiffand immovable their man-
rers and ideas compared with ours.JWe contrast
a'native'of Now Brinswick' with an ‘old coantry- j
man, the one emotional, eager in 1hquiries; ready |

| hand. The playmates of yotith, the fellow-disbo-

| rers of manho,d, die ‘away, and’ take the %oad'|

before us, ofd’ age 1s like some quiet ehamber, |
in which, disconneeted from the visible world, |
we can prepare in Silencé fur the world that is
ynseen.— Tholuck, t

16 “changt’ ‘his views or habitg—the other svolid
|'unyielding 4nd unchangeablé. The home mission/

daith thav justifies. < He was lodj in full reliance
; }II the veracity of God, 10 s seeept 'the testimony
Nhleh he had given concer ming his Son,~10 re-
igtied 3 esus Christ not wier ely as the author'of a
true réligion, not ‘werely .as the Baviour of sine
nen;m a8 the Redeemer: whose gréat salvation
nmbm hit; Martin ¥ ather, - When he saw

ral steps taken bv this remarkable: man in his
search for peace and hioliness; | The vicar gen-
etal-of  the order to which he belonged roused

But it was through a more humble i xnltmmenc
that the future reformer! was: led to *“look unto

Lurher eontemphled the éternal state. * You
muost believe,’" said the Monk; * not only in the
forgiveness: of David’s undief Peter’s sins, for
this even'thedevils believe: It is the command
of God,that 'we believe our own sing ‘are forgiven
us.” .

Though ‘Luther still remained a devoted ad-
herent of the Church of Romic, the seed of the
Reformation was sown. He had that within him ,
which prompted to a séarch after truth and holi-
ness. ' He possessed also an undying and. in-
vincible determination to maintain the right.

We need, for our own good, to have continn-
ally repeated tous the lesson here taught us

the simplicity and r bi of faith, the
pecessary connection between it and mental il-

lumination, and practical godliness. D. A,

For the Chritisan Watchm an
The Bible Class.

To all who are of an age to take an interest in
the grand traths of the Christian religion, we
most earnestly recommend the Bible Class.—
Every Bapiist church should, for the benefit not
only of those whom it seeks to lead to Christ,

him from bis despair, and pointed him to Jem. |

e -hu dlnggwmly illy; & poor
’ with whiols|

NO. L

unte the third lnd fourth;generation;  Infidelity
wheri it appenred; p 4 au aspect so hid
that all but the grossly ignorant and depraved
were appalled. But now a.days the mest neces-
Bary dnd’evident truths are ot received without
severg:question and examibation. A new host
of doubters seem tohave heen urged by Diabelus

berself to all, anc especially to the youug, in s
most alluring manner. She cautiously vails her
bideous face, dismisses her old friends Phine,

Voltaire, &c.,and professes the utmost respect
for true religivn ; she no longer indulgés in ob-

scenity and blasphemy, and contents heérself with
insinnating doubts as to the inspiration of 'the
Seriptures, or the truthfulnéss of Christian doc-
trine. How difficult it is for @ man to be a reader
of books and maintain upvmpaired: the old faith.

The only antidote for the poison, which the age
distils is the Bible itseil. We must learn to
feel its inspiration, to become conseious- of ity
divinity, by an intimate acquaintance with its
contents. We must enter into the spirit of the
inspired writers by carefully exnmluu.g thewords
they spake, the age in which they lived, and the
peculiar circunistances under which their works
were composed. Then the Word of God becomes
a two-edged sword with which we can put to
flight all the armies of the aliens.

The Bible Clase teacher has“now, abunddiice
of aid in his delightful and:important investiga-
tions. - The Biblical Encyclopedia, the works of
Brown, Trench, Ripley, ‘Adexander, Tholuchy

but also for the spiritual adv 6 of fts
members, maintain an iostilution so muoch in
harmony  with our principles, and so admirably
suited to bur advaneement. 1

A number of persous, anxious to know the
trath, meet undér the sapérvision of the pastor,
or of some competent teacher, to study the Bible
—to seek to enter into the apirit of that import-
ant'yet mysterious volunie, and to master some
portion ‘of 'its contents. ' Difficulties; which have
long perplexed the mind, are here solved ; ob-
scurities, which' have ecast darkness’ over the
sacréd page, are here scattered, and new light
bresks in upon the wmind:

No religious_meeting is wore delightful than,
this, . The attention is kept alive, and a high m-
tellectual enjoyment is added to the pleasing
consciousness of a duty periormed ; especially is
this true with young christians. To them the
Bible Class is'not only;a means of instruction,
but it lends (@ new charm (o religion, and its
services. In fact this institution with us isa
deromidational 'necessity. We have no Jiturgies
or catechisms, no suthoritative ereeds or direc-
tories, nothing but the Bible. The members of
othier denominations should, of course, study the
Scripturés;; but if they fail in doing so, a great
sinount. of important religious knowledge is still
gaived. through sources with which they have
been familiar irom childhood, 1f, however, we
d.o . not make the Bible not only an a'd to devo-
tion, but the object of diligent, perse¥ering and
earnest. prayer; shall we not be founfl lament-
ably .deficient in_the knowledge of truth and
duty ?

Moreover, wa believe in the universal priestbood
of believers, : We urge our members to,teach
religion in the family, thé Sunday school, and on
all suitable  occasions in the church. We also
place in the hands of the brethren all ecclesiasti.
eal power and authority. = The responsivility of
making known the Master’s doctrines, and of
executing the Master’s laws, devolves not upon
the bisheps, but uponthe communities of which
they are overseers, But how can thg members
of churches fulfil these responsibilities, unless

| they take pains to acqaaint themselves with the

contents of the Seriptures? How imperfectly
must the doctrines of Christ be announeed, how
wretchedly his laws executed, unless his l‘ook of
doctrines and laws be studied and upderstood,
The neceasity, of having Bible Classes estab-
lished wherever practicable, is gréater now than
formerly. There was a time when preachers of |,

ithe gospel expounded the Seriptures, hook by

book, and sermons were simply expositions of
impartant passages or paragraphs. The congre-
gation them formed a sort of Bible Class. But

pale and wan, no wonder that afiér vi ifii eff6Fis | modern taste demands of the preacher a cop-

ofiis | neeted discourse, on some solitary text or clause.
This style of sermonizing has its advantages,—
The speaker can make his sermon more gena-
rally. interesting and has for the time being a
greater l;awer over his audience ; but he imparts
pomparatively litile of the contents of the Book
of Life. Doetrines when presented in an isolated
| form; witbout the modifying influence of the con-
nections. in which they were revealed, are not
always apprehended in their relative importance,
and may sometimes even appear to be contra-
dictory. . The truth as it comes fresh from the
fountain of rehgious knowledge, pefore it has
become modified or tainted by filtering through
the muddy minds of men, is necessary to preserve
the studious. from error, the enthusiastic. from
fanaticisma and the sluggish from lorpor and
spiritusl death.

But while the authorized teachers of religion
have adopted a style of preaching which, what-

best adapted to 1 ead the congregations to an n-
timate acquaintance with the Bible-~the neces-
sity of such knowledge is greater, now than

that Gog Wad “iw go0d" faithy offered to him for-

formerly. - As religion beeccmes mare active, her

ary ‘wherever he govs finds ready hearers, ever | givetiels of these sin® which plagaed him, he|enemies become moce vumerous and more den-

though thei

ir ‘views.and 'his'in somé points may | meekly ‘Whd gladly bee'epted the offer, and them | gerous.
differ, they listen, and brt open to convietion.+ fkmew what peacw was. - 'We-can trace the seve- | was, without q =

Time was when:the faith of the fathers
d1o the child

ever may be its advantages, is certainly not the

Olsh , and Jahn, may easily be obtained ;
all but the three last named can be used by any
mtclhgent Bible stadent. A'B. C.

Forithe Chtlutmn Watchman
The Kingdows of Heaven:.

The prophets of the Old Testament continu--
ally looked forward to. a mysterious: kingdom,
which was to be set upin the latter days:. In the
most glowing language they predicted its future
glories, the splendor of 'its king, the happiness
which it would afford, the wide extent of its
borders, and the perpetuity of its duration. The
prospect cheered these men of God, while their
state and religion, seemed tb be on the verge of
destruction,

When the lsraelitish people became enslaved
to the hated Gentile, all their veneration for the
religion of their fathers, all their longmgs for de-~
liverance from bondage, all their thirst for re-
venge, combined to rivet their attention on these
predictions of the prophets,  and to'inepite t!
with a burning desire for the appearance of
Messiah and the estabhshment of the new order
of things.

When John the Baptist came, he announced to-
listening thousands, that‘the kingdom-of heaven:
was at hand, and in view. of'it exhorted to refor-
mation of life, and submission to baptism: When,
Christ came, he did not at onge announce his:
true dignity and office, nor did he proclaim that
the kingdom had come; but at a later period
when converts had been made, he. distinctly an-
nounced that he was the promised King, and all
his language in reference to' the kingdom, ime
plies that it had been set' up, that ite powers were
working in some hearts; that it wag straggling
with mortal and fiendish enemies, that iv wae
already achieving glorious: results, also that it
was the duty of men, to seek first admission with
in its precincts, audthat to this. enid they mult,
put forth every pusslble exertion..

This kingdom is & great reahty. Iv is the
substanc e, of which the Israelitish kingdom in
its palmiest days, was only a shadow. Though
essentially different from the kingdoms of this
world, yet like them.it has a king; laws,. forces,.
tribunals, rewards and punishments, victories and
defeats, aims ‘and enterprises.. It is not the
charch ;. it is far more 'a'iiquin than _any ‘ene
church ; and while it embs ail true ch?es,

heaven ; the one the kingdom of grm, the
other the kingdom of glory. The members of
thé earthly realm are continuplly passing away
inv‘o: the upper sphere; to. them “ there isno
denth, what seemsso 1s transition.””. 'The .in-
spired writers sometimes havein view. the terres-
trial, and sometimes the celestial state  when
they allude  to the kingdom: of heaven, fre-
guently, also, the mind of.the writer is fised.on
the earthly kingdom,when it shall haye overcome
all its enemies. Poured on the race all its bles-
sings, and fulfilied allihat holy men of old wrote
concerning its history.

Here then we have a kingdom, established, by
Jesus Christ in the doys of his flesh. = Now it is
important for us te- know who are its subjects.
How is admittanee to its privileges and blessings
to be obtained ¥ In view of it John and Jesue
both. tanght the necessity of a reformation in
heart and life. The King himself has distinetly °
pointed out the terms of admission. The sub-
jeets of carthly monarchs became sueh by the
socident of birth, but one must be born anew,
before he ean be a member of the kingdom of
veaven. Barthly kingdoms number among their
subjects men of 41l degres of “mofal chargtter
but  the heavenly kingdom includes neue bus
those whose righteonsness exceeds the righ-
teousness of the Scribes aud Pharisees—none

but these who are poor i spirit—humble, ehild-




