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As if the original terms of 'the uew :

“ire Insurance Act were not exougm"to\
leprive Victoria of the revenue which it
is in receipt of, and which ig applied
towards the very heavy “expenditure
on fire apparatus which the under-
writers insist upon as.a return| for: hailf,
decent rates of insurance; 4 ttorney-
General Bowser has madé surg-of the

job by repealing in specific languagei .
the power -gfranted to thisvelty over}.

forty years ago to tax fire. insurance
ompanies;

This right was first given in 1869
and confirmed and extended in 1871,
ind it is the act of the latter year, the
first after| the province entered con-

deration, that is now to be killed. ‘At
st night’s sitting Mr. Bowséer moved

n amendment to the bill before the
{ouse, repealing the act of 1871 as

‘11 as the Fire Inquiry Act, chapter

of the Revised Statutes,

The “Fire Companies’ -Aid.. Qrdin-

. 1896,” referred —to . in. and
nded by the act of 1871, is ordin=
No. 121 of the united colony of
tish Columbia. This ‘was designed
enable - the municipal. couneil of
city of Viectoria to establish-a per-
ent fund for the support.of the
establishments of the said city.’*
rovided for the levy of a fire rate

| rxceeding one quarter of one Rpeér
on property, and an -annual rate
exceeding one-eighth - of one. per
levied upon 'all fire insurance’
ents upon ‘the amount of insurarnice
all real ‘and personal property
thin the eity ‘limits insured| within.

. vear ending December 31 preced-
Agents are
liged to make a return of the pro-
rties and amounts of insu‘rance A
mit of $3,000 was fixed as the maxi-

im to be raised under this ordinance
nd the money was directedF to be

ded over to ‘the managing com-
littees of the several fire co anies’”’
v their “‘efficient malntena'gge and
ipport.” | .
The act of 1871 mbolishés t}j]ls_ limits

he fixing of the rate.

and its main clauses are as follows:

“In addition to the rates levied and
collected, or hereafter to be levied and
ollected, upon and from all agents of
fire insurance companies. issuing poli-
cies of insurance against fires| within
the limits of the city of Victoria, upon
property situate within such | limits;
there shall be payable to the munici-
pal council thereof by the agent or
wgents of each and’every: such [fire in-
surance company so carrying on busei-
ness within the said ‘limjts, the annual
aum of three hundred dollars; such
m to be payable by four equal quar-
rly payments, cach of seventy-five
llars in each year, on the 3ist day
March, the 30th day of June, the
day.of September, and the 31st

of December, respectively; and

first of such quarterly payments

1l be made on the 31st day of
farch, A. D., 1871, and they shall con-
ue thenceforth to be made on each
c¢h quarter day as above mentioned.

Every such quarterly payment shall |

made when due, as afeoresaid, by

» agent or agents of every such fire
surance company, to the clerk of the
1id council, at the council echambers,
in the city of Victoria; and such clerk
shall keep an account thereof; and if
iny such quarterly payment shall be
in arrear for a period of thirty days,
the same shall be recovereble by ac-
tion, to be brought against such agent
or agents, or the company which he
or they represent, at the. election of
the saléd clerk, as a debt due |{to him
nd in his name, in any court of com-
tent jurisdiction in the colony;.and

| moneys raised by virtue of this act,
fter deducting the expenses of collec-
n or recovery thereof, shall be ap-

'd from time to time, by the ‘sald
inicipal council, towards the| main-
lance of the said fire establishments,
:uch manner and subject to such
nditions as the said couneil shall in
uncontrolled . discretion | think
proper.”

C. Brewster, on Mr. Bowser's
ndment being read, asked-|if the
ney-general had made any in-

as to the amount the munici-

«s would lose by being deprived

his source of income.

n. Mr. Bowser replied that he had
estimated the amount cojlected
municipalities, Vancouver's| being
little, and he had not includad
ncome in Vietoria, where, e was
med, it was about $15,000 4 year.
insurance commission, hofwever,
gone carefully into. the matier and
nmended tha:, as 'the province
butting an extra tax on instirance

in extra tax on insurancel com-

“s. it woald not be ‘wise to| altow
ipalities 1o inflict' any further

n.  This wae similar to th2 Juw

gard to banke. In any' case the
anies pointed ‘out that if|taxed
inicipalites they would simply

to charge s¢ much higher pre-

. so municipalities really [would
nothing. = Victoria had not|‘*aken
bjection to the proposal.
Brewster répHed that no lobjec-

was taken because’ Victorig had

t of 1871, but in repealing thati

sum of $15,000 a year was| being
from ‘the eilvic incomd. ' He'
the attorney-general how  the
* would affect Nanaimo, Nelson,
Stand ande the principal provincial

Bowser, replying from memory,
¢ total amount coflected by mu-
dlities from - fire insurance | com-
= was $30,000. e
Tisdall (Vancouver) rexxJarked

|FiGHTING REPORTED Ly
IN PLAGUE DISTRICTS |

e

and Defeat Troops Sent -
to Restore Order -

St. Petersburg, Feb, 21.—What is

tc-day. Thousands of unemployed men

villages. = Chinese troops “sent to stop
the plundering have been defeated re-
peatedly. i
Fighting Plague. .
* Pekin, Feb. 21.—There is noticeable
activity by the Chinese government to
stay the spread of the plague, and sanl-
tary measures are being strictly en-
forced in all the towns where a few
weeks ago the disease was allowed
full swing.” Instructions have been is-
sued that every village burn its ¢ead.
The panic “and fear of the plague
have overridden the Chinese supérsti-
tion against cremation ‘of the ‘bodies
of the victims, and now almost daily
the torch: is applied to piles. of hqstlly
constructed coffins, among which are
often seen bodles wrapped only in
shrouds.

In Kwang Changtse, near the Man-

‘churian railway, where the daily death

list has numbered 100 or more, mgsked
men go about with sleds and pick up
the bodies lying in" the. streets where
they have peen placed by relatwes‘ The
sleds transport them to the west gate
and from there they are removed in
carts to the cremation grounds. Dvery
house is inspected dafly.

The Mukden authorities are prompt-
Iy ‘dispatching physicians and nurses,
with all the requisites for taking: care
of the sick, to villages where new: out-
breaks occur, and this precautioh,; it is
believed will result in checking t.he dis-
ease,

A correspondent who vxslted Hu:Lan
thirty miles north. of Harbin, found
that town sorely afflicted.

seventy people lived there are- 'now
thirty-four, the other tkirty-six having
died from the plague and been cremated.

According to- government statiktics,
there have been few deaths~in Pekin
and Tien Tsin.

Experts Alarmed.

London, Feb. 21.—English experts’ to-
day are growing more and more alarm-
ed over the Far Eastern plague situa-
tion.

“In spite of some skeptics,” says the
London Morning Standard, it may be
dcubted if, unless means can be de-
vised to stamp out the infection, an
epidemic of the most virulent type can
be exvected.

“That pneumonic plague has obtain-
ed a foothold in east Anglia is ungues-
tionable. So far there is'no -evidence
of its spread to other parts of Engla.nd
but the past history of the plague.con-
tains many inStances where the full
force of the virus has been dcveloned
very slowly.”

GRAND JURY AT
WORK AT SEATTLE

e

New Chief of Police and Mem-
bers of Force Give
Evidence

(Times Leased Wire,) i

Seattle, Wash., -Feb. 21.-~The secret
session of the grand jury that is inves-
tigating the charges of corruption and
graft in the police department under
former Chief Wappenstein to-day had
several prominent saloonkeepers be-
fore the inquisitorial board, and it is
said that Gideon Tupper, saloonkeeper,
will be compelled to give bond-before
he will be permitted to leave the -city.
Tupper is ill and wants to go to Hot
Springs, Ark., for treatment. Tupper
is said to have been an officer of the
Northern club, a gambling enterprise
that flourished here iast spring under
Mayor Gill

A number of policemen have been

said that these men are accused of
having collected the:.regular ‘weekly
tribute from the unfortunate women
and to have tumed it over 'té thelr su-
periors.

Chief of Police €laude W. Bannick,
who was a police cagtain 'under Wap-
penstein, was before “the grand jul'Y
to-day.

SHOOTS HIMSELF

W. Counter; a formér resident of Min=
neapolis, ‘and ‘who has Been’ lfﬂng in
Spokane for the past four years, com-
mitted suicide at 2:30 this morning‘by
shooting himself. Acquaintances. as-
cribe the déed to worry over famﬂy
affairs, followed by a drink‘lnx ‘bout.
Counter is said to have a tamily in
Minneapolls For some tlme -he . h&e
worked “at Hulyard ‘a suburb of Spo-

|kane, as a jeweler. > o

Unemployed Men Turn Banduts

practically civil war preyails in. the}
“fplague stricken district of Manchuria ;i

have  turned bandits ‘a,nd are looting|’

In one village nearby where formerly

called before the grand jury and it is

Spokane, Wash., Feb. 21.-—=Herbert|

to 'Vlctorla—and kept .it!

REGIROGITY WIL -
S 5 S

RATIFIQATJON LIKEL¥
BEFORE ADJOURNMENT

Mon‘ey Kihgs Féar Disturbance
of Busmess If Extra §es-,~,,
HITglon xs Caﬁed

(Times Leased Wire.) R
Washington, D. C., Feb, 21. —Fo!law-
ing a conference this afternoon - with
President Taft, Senator Carter of Mon-
tana: announced that the Canadian re-
ciproeity bill would be ratified before
the senate adjourned.  As Idaho s
lined up solidly against the: measure,
Senator Weyburn is expected to:lead
the opposition when the bill is brought
‘upin’ the senate for final action. .’
Declaring that the introduction of the
Canadian reciprocity has caused a re-
duction of seven cénts in the price of
wheat, representatives of farmers and
Master 'Granges headed - by “N.. J.
Batchelder, master  of the National
Grange, “to-day notified - the senate
finance committee that their“organiza-
tions ‘would fight the bill to a finish.

“The treaty is decidedly unfair to the
American farmer,” sald Batchelder' to-
da.y “It is a jug handled affair, with
Canada owning the jug and the United
States the handle, - The farmers; wift
endure free trade In farm prqducts
and contlnued protection to manufac-
turers, but they will not stand fot the
reciprocity treaty. The mere introduc-
1ion ‘of the measure has alréady caused
& big décline in wheaf dand its passage
would work a great harm to thé aveh
age farmer.”

Repre.sentatlve Gaines of West Vlr—
ginia tried to’''force a pinl through the
conimitftée on means and ways ‘provid-
Ing 'Tor ‘absolute free “trade bétween
Canada and the United” " States Lfor
twenty’ years. The bill réquires both
countries to adopt thé same customs
duties upon products of other coun-
tries,

The committee adjourned leavmg the
measure pending. s

Fearful of business disturbance'if an
extra “session of congress is called,
agents of the money kings to’-dayf are
bringing the greatest possible pressure
to bear on President Taft to induce
him to forego his declared purpose, no
matter what the action of congress on
reciprocity and his other pet projects.

“Let us have a rest,” is the plail.}t to
the president. “We don’t want: an
extra session. It will keep business in
a -turmoil, because¢ the Democrats are
apt to start anything when they take
hold of the reigns of government. We
want a tariff rest until December, any
wa‘- ” r

No ‘indication as yet hasibeen given
as to how President Taft regards ‘the
plea of ‘“big business,” but it-is known
that every resource of the interests is
being brought to play’ to induce him to
allow the legislators to° go quietly
home, even if his recrptocity pro-
gramme is not endorse'd

Defends Bnl 5
Cleveland, O., Feb. 21 —Pronhssy!ng
that President Taft will hold congress
in segsion all summer if necessary, to
pass  the reolprocity measure, Con-
gressman Hill of Connecticut address-
ed the chdmber of commerce here to-
day in.defence of the. bill .

‘‘Reeiprocity,” he said, ’“wlll no' at—
fect  prices—at least. mot - percep ibly.:
That was not the. intent(on OLI

s

thors. The benem will goma, thro

,N_,IFZE~—What s the matfer, dear? Are you }M/
HUSBAND—Had a hideous- nlghtmare ‘lasﬁ‘ mght

Dr'ea:mti that

the steadymg or ‘the markets in J:>ot
Canada and the United States and by
stnmuiuting trade by the opéiing of
a way for a frear-exchange of products.

‘“‘In my opinion the only doubt as to
whether the sepatc. v''1 pass the bill
will depend on wlici the finance
commxttee makes . it:, report .on- the
‘measure. If a vote is reached I am
Feonfldent- that-it~will carry.
must pass, even-if-it takes all summer
to carry it through.

“There are 4i-schedules placed on the
free list and reductions are made in
more than -80 .ethers. The chinges
sought would open: up a great markef
for ~hundreds of :other articles wh!ch
have not been named i

TWO KILLED IN

L RAILWAY*MREGK~

Four Others Will Probably Die
as Result of Their
Injuries

(Times Tieased Wire.) ;

Stillwater, Okla., Feb. 21.—Details’ of
the train wreck near here in which two
persons were killed and four probably
fatally: injured -were received: to-day.
The dead: Dr. Albert Love, Greenfield;
Ok]a Mrs. L. M. Rose, - Stillwater,
Okla.

. Eight were_slightly injured. p

“Three coaches were -derailed..-.’ The.
wreck: is supposed to have been caused
by a slide-of a séction of water: soaked
track. pe?

Mail: Train Wrecked. e

Palisade, Nev:, Feb, .1.—A broken rail
is to-day- <held responsible fhr"»tha
wrecking ast’inight- of fhe, -edstbound
China #nd Japan mall resdlting in the
injury of fifteen passengers. Rallroad
‘officials say’ that owing i.te ihe :cold
wea,t er, the: fall snappedl: ‘ayhen’: tha
weig t of the engine and tender. pass-
ed over it. None was seriously hurt.

Twenty-two Injured.

Teno, Nev. Feb, 21. — Twenty-two
passengers whio “were injured _in’ the
wreck near Palisade last night when}
the ‘eastbound China and Japan mail
was ditched, réceived treatment to:day
in the Elko hospital.

FALL PROVES FATAL.

Vancouver, Feb. 20. — Leong Jong
Bow, a, Chinaman Hving at 23 Pender

street east, fell down the stairs of thel

building at a late Hour on Thursday

aight, fracturing the base of his skull,’

His injuries wére so severe that as a
result he succumbed at the General
hospital in the early hours of the fol-
lowing mdrning. Thé actual cause of
his fall is not-known, but it appears
that the man dropped at least the
whole of one flight, landing on the
baé¢k of his head. :

ANOTHER BODY RECOVERED.

Astoria, Ore,;, Feb. 21.—Ahother Hody,
believed to-be that of Captain Latham
_or.Charles Larson of the schooner Osh-
kosh, which. was -wrecked February 13,
thas. been recovered on.the beach near
the Celumbia river: 1etty wcurding to
word received-here te-day..

+This makes-the fourth. body recOver-
ed Six _men were “drowned.-

BRIDE ENDS HER LIFE.

A SE :
Tuos ‘Angeles, Feb. - 21.—Mrs" N’eme
Ybara Lé- Brun, 20 years old, "'and -
bride ‘of 'six weeks, cominitted- sulcide
By strangling hergeif with a rope.ad-
justed to a doorknob in h ”hpme*nl

“ITeaith s believed to have Wen t‘hc
ugh' | cayse.

ANGtF=
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Séys Lords Committed Political
Suicide When They Rejected
the 1909- Budget

o

(Times Leased Wire.)

London, Feb. 21.-—The Lords’ -veto
Bill to-day was introduced in the House
of Commons by Premier Asqufth. In
speaking to the subject of the introduc-
tion of the measure, he declared that
an -unprecedented situation would re-
sult if the Lords’ rejection of the 1909
budget went unchallenged. He said:

MIf.. you- leave this. power: in the
Liords’ hands it will revelutionize'con-
stitutional practice, enabling the Lords
to'force the resignation of the ministry
by rejecting finance bills.”’

""'Hé ealled the rejection of the 1909
budget the “most stupendous political
blunder ever perpetrated.’”

“On. that fatal day,” he said, “the
Lords: knew: that they had committed
po}mcal suicide. - The Liberals are not
m f;wor of abolishing the second cham-
ber; they merely wish to remedy the
evil'of unlimited veto.”

The- bill - provides that money  bills
passing thé: Commons shall bé sent to
the Lords- at “least a month ‘before the
end of the session and that #f it is.not
passed or amended within a month
afterbeing submitted it shal] become a
law on royal consent. If any bill, other
than a. money  measure, passes ' .the
Commons at three successive sessions;
the Liords rejecting it at each gession,
it shall after the third rejection become
a law, the King assenting. *Failure to
pass. 8. bill shall be deemed a rejection.

If the Lords defeat the vete bill Pre-
mier Asquith will demand the creation
of enough Liberal peers to change the
political complexion of the upper house,

BURNED TO DEATH.

Melbourne, Feb. 21.—A fire broke out
in a private house in Auckland, New
Zealand, and two children were burned
to death under tragic circumstances.
The family took refuge on the iron
véranda, where the two children were
slowly roasted to death, the others be-
ing unable to render help owing to their
terribie injuries.

CHAUFFEUX SENT TO PRISON.

(Special to the Times.)

Toronto, Seb. 21.—Russell White, a
chauffeur, was sentenced to seven days
in jail at. the police court this morning
for ; using. his empleyer’s automobile
without _permlssion. Hitherto fines
{have been: imposed: for this offence.

FIRE ON BATTLESHIP.

e

Boston, Feb. 31.—A board of inquiry}

to-day Is investigating the fire in the
dynamo Toom. of the batileship New

&| Jergey whlch 1ast night imperilled :that|-

vessel. ‘It l!r ‘believed ‘that fauity wir-
mg’aulsdd - short ¢frcuit and started

the hlave,” The flames were prevented

:tgm. reaching. the magazine by’ the
ic eﬂ"orts of the crew.

'n.—m:ht Industﬂal i

1 held in the local

-0t ‘the city
&ay would abide
lna‘mt spea.k-

:t!-on of the city they
uncéd that théy would
‘gentences and continue
t& t -for free speech, ‘
signation of K- street as a public
mtlng place was proposed by the guper-
vilon and taken up br the clty,

RUGGLE LIKELY
T0-BE LONG ONE|

R

. S'.' Prepares to Keep Soldiers
on Mexican Boundary for
Several Months

Huachuca,.  Ariz., Feb. 21,—That the
-United. Stateés government antieipates a

1long struggle between the warring fac-

tions in Mexico, and the Mexican revoiti-
tion, In the eyes of offictals at least, has
become more than an opera bouffe war,
is seen here In preparations by the United
Statés army for a long term of service on
the border. i

Acting unaer orders from Washington,
Gen. - Schuyler. prepared to establish
ration stations at regular intervals in the
trouble zone and arranged to have supply
trains carry enhough food to them tolast
the soldiers ‘engaged in patrol duty for
several- months. The word was passed
out to the men to includée summer clothes
in their eguipment.

A troop of the 12th Cavalry from Fort
Hhuachuea arrived yvesterday .to relieve
the 8th Cavalry. With the 2nd Cavalry,
the 8th will sail for Manila on March 6.

BOILERMAKERS' STRIKE.

New York Central Declares Strikers
Will Be Replaced on the
Entire  System.

Cleveland, - Feb, - 21.—The
York Central . railroad, to break the
strike of 800 Dboilermakers, .to-day
brought 50 strikebreakers from 'Chi-
cago to the. Collinwood shops. The
st ers are to be replaced on the en-
tire system. ,

Vice-President . -Weyand of the
Boilermakers’ Union, said to-day that
uniess the company comes to térms
within a few days the machinists and
their helpers will be called out.

New

Kansas City, Mo,
dent Franklin of

Feb. 21.—Presi-
the International

.|Brotherhood of Boilermakers, said to-

day that the New York Central was
the .only railroad affected by thé boil-
ermakers’ strike. . He announced .that
2,000 men would be out by to-night.

SEATTLE CIVIC PRIMAZY.

Members of Council Who Served Under
Mayor Gill Seek Re-election.

‘‘Seattle, ' Wash., Feb. 21.—With sixty-
eight candidates in the fleld, Seattla
voters aré ‘choosing by primary
election  eighteen candidates to-day,
nine of whom will be later electéed to
the city council. Every member of the
present  couneil that served under
Mayor Gill is seeking .re-election, but
chances of more thanctwo being ‘sue-
cessful are slim, according to students
of the situation.

During, the past few days the women
voters have been holding congresses,
having candidates at the meetlngs to
answer questions regarding thelr fit-
ness for office. Splendid weather to-
day .promises a heavy turneut of the
women whose ballots, it is admitted
will swing the successful ones into of-
fice.

WANT CONTRAGT WITH:
CONPANY CANGELLED

'Frisco Shippers. Look fo Sé‘c—
retary of War Digkinson -
to End Rate War

San Francisco, Feb. 21.—Loecal ship-
pers to-day are looking to Secretary
of War ; Dickingson for an action :that
will end the Panama. freight rate war
instituted by the Pacific. Mail and
American-Hawaiian Steamship . Com-
panies for the alleged purpose:of driv-
ing the California-Atlantic Steamship
Company out of competition in :the
{sthmian freight carrying business.

Because of a contract between the
Pacific Mail and the Panama railroad,
which is federal property, the govern-
ment is the party to attempt to throt-
tle competition. Efforts will be made
to have the government, through
Dickinson, cancel its contract with the
Pacific Mail Company.

TWO SUSPECTS ARRESTED.

Winnipeg, March 21.—Aaron Rafelt and
Violet Cinclair have been gathered in by
the police here on suspicion of having
been connected with a big diamond rob-
bery in ‘San Francisco & year ago. The
amount of booty secured was’ valued at
about $10,000, and the couple have been
travelling, presumably on the proceeds:
They took in the prize fight at Rero on
July 4, then visited South America, New
York, Montreal and other points of inter-
est. Word of their capture was sent to

San Francisco and orders to detain them
here recelved. It i§ éxpected that an ofii-
cer and papers for extradition will be gent,
but the prisoners say'they wil ‘not ;q
back wm:out a ﬂght in the courfs here -

TO FORM NEW ASSOCIA’PION

(Special 1o the 'rlmes)

Toronto, Feb. _31.—The commermal
travellers  of Canada have decided to
form a Christian- Assodatlon of their
own and no longer be a btanch of the

existing America.n Al_lociation. of |

; - Bi s Committee Deals
)@h Matter Between Qak_
Bay and Victona

S N——

;' f‘iFrom‘ Tuesdays Daily.)y

Before the private bills committee of
the legislature this morning an agree-
ment was reached in regard to the
water supply of Oak Bay from the Es-
quimalt Waterworks Company, the
city and the municipality officers at
last reaching an agreement satisfac-
tory:to both. The agresment ‘is that a

| Pipe line shall be . run from Esquimalt

to Oak Bay, which the city of Victoria
will eventually purcbase, but ‘the pipe
line s not to take a more circuitous
route than would be of due advantage
to either the city or the corporation,
The matter of* settling the route is
left to the officials of the city and mu-

-nicipality, but failing these reaching

an agreement, ‘there will 'be arbitra-
tion proceedings before the chief water
commissioner of the province, W. S.
Drewry,

W N Bodwell X -, for the muni-
cipdlity,. asked that several changes
be made in the bill, and all were agreed
to, being minor changes of a wora here
and there, with the exception to an al-
teration to clause 8, providing that the

pipe. line .should be constructed with

due regard to the finances of the muni-
cipality. . He :said the city might con-
trol the situation by not consenting tc
any: but .a pipe line which would make
the matter impossible to Oak Bay and
the eity’ might want to take the line
round through Saanich s0 as to have
advantage of it in later years. He said
the ¢ity-might compel Qak Bay to build
a pipe line the municipality could not
finance, Oak Bay however, was will-
ing to go to the extent of $100, 000 and
he suggested thé liability of Oak Bay

‘|'be fixed at that sum, and Victoria could

then have any kind of pipe line desired
and pay the additional expense.
W.'J. Taylor, K. C., said the city did
not “want t6 take over an inadequate
pipe-line; or Build by a circuitous route.
He Objected to any new conditions be-
ing ‘Brought in. - The pipe line had to
be of use to-the city otherwise the
money ‘would be thrown away. Mr.
Taylor said
Oak Bay to any unnecessary expense
because: eventually the oity would pay
for it. »
- 'The committee. heard. both .counsel
angd then considered the matter. The

"I conclusion ‘was reached eventually and

appeared: satisfactory to ‘both sides.
The' bill . will new have to pass the
House, and after bécoming law the
route and the size. of the line will be
determined. ; between - the ~municipality
_and. the eity, and if 4n agreement can-
pet; be ‘réached} the. provincial water
commissionér 'will arbitrate.

BURNABY BOARD OF TRADE. .

New Westminster, Feb. 20.—At the
first annual meeting of the Burnaby
Board of Trade officers for the year
were élected; and ‘a ldrge amount of
business transacted. /The board was
organized a year ago by Publicity Com-
missioner C. H. Stuart-Wade, and has
become an important factor in the life
of the municipality. Its -membership
has grown from the few who gathered
together twelve months ago, to 78 re-
corded at the last meeting.

The close of the first year of the
board was celebrated by a smoking
concert, when addresses congratulat-

: ory and optimistic, were delivered by

prominent citizens of the muniecipality.
At the smoker 26 business men became
members.

President B. G. Walker was re-elect-
ed to the presidency of the board for
a second term. Reeve J. W. Weart was
elected honorary president and ex-
Reeve P. Byrne was elected honorary
vice-president. €. L. Sprott refused
the nomination for vice-president, and
T. P. Morrison was unanimously elect-
ed to that office. Councillor Coldicutt
wag re-elected secretary-treasurer by
unanimous vete. The following chair-
men of committees were appointed:
Agriculture,. C. ¥. Sprott; navigation,
P..Byrne; municipal, J. C. Allen; tran-
sportation, .F. M. Britton; roads and
bridges, . W, Newsome; commerce and
industries, T. P. Morrison; finance, P.
B. Brown; legislation, L. C. Hill; ad-
vertising, G. 8. Vickers.

HANGED HIMSELF IN BARN.

Cornwall .Ont., Feb. = 21.—Samuet
State, aged about 60, hanged himself
with a rope in his barn in the second
concession of Canabruck near Farran’s,
yesterday, He started  with his son
to visit .a neighbor’s, but sending the
boy ahead he returned and made away
with himself. ity

“TAX’’ ON BACHELORS.

Money Will Be Used to Send Jewish Im-
migrants to Farms.

Chicago, Feb. 21.—To raise a fund to
send Jewish immigrants from unhealthy
tenement districts to farms, the Young
Mens Associated Jewish charities 'of Chi-
¢ago propose a graduate ‘‘tax’. on bache~
lors 30 years old or over.. The plan as
outlined by George W. Alschuler has met
with favor among Chicage Jews. . Accord-
ing to. present plans, the tax is to be in-
creased $5 for every five years the bache-
Jors are older than 30. Accordingly, a
bachelor 50 years old would pay $20 a year
tax.

SETTLES- DOMESTIC TROUBLES.

T New York. Feb. 20.—Friends of Rob-

%ert< Winthrop Chanler, husband of Mlle.

Lina Cavalieri, claim to-day that he
has settled his domestic differences
with the prima dona and that alj court
ptoceedings have been dropped. It is
said Mile. Cavalieri relinquishes her
marriage contract for a small- sum,
‘Oresto Cavalieri, brother of the singer,
js- said to have arranged the settle-

ment.

the ¢ity would not put.
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