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Authoritative standards. The" authoritative standards of doctrine and 
worship claim your careful attention in connection with these subjects. 
It is of the utmost importance that our faith and practice should be re
presented, both to the ancient Churches and to the native and growing 
Churches in the mission-field, in a manner which shall neither give 
cause for offence nor restrict due liberty, nor present any stumbling- 
blocks in the way of complete communion.

In conformity with the practice of the former Conferences we declare 
that we are united under our Divine Head in the fellowship of the one 
Catholic and Apostolic Church, holding the one Faith revealed ip Holy 
Writ, defined i^jbhe Creeds, maintained hy the primitive' Church, and 
affirmed hy the undisputed (Ecumenical Councils : as standards of dpç- 
trine and worship alike we recognize the Prayer Bodk With its1 Cate
chism, the Ordinal, and the Thirty-nine Articles,—thè special beritag 

-..of the Church of England, and, to a greater or less extent, received by 
alt the Churches of our Communion. /
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We desire that these standards should be set before the foreign 
Churches in their purity and simplicity. A certain liberty of treat
ment must be extended to the cases of native and growing Churches, 
on which it would be unreasonable to impose, us conditions of commu
nion, the whole of the Thirty-nine Articles, coloured as they are in 
language and form by the peculiar circumstances under which they 
were originally drawn up. On the other hand it would be impossible 
for us to share with them in the matter of Holy Orders, as in complete 
intercommunion, without satisfactory evidence that, they hold substan
tially the same form of doctrine as ourselves. It ought not tp.bo diffi
cult, much less impossible, to formulate articles, in accordance with 
our own standards of doctrine and worship, the acceptance of which 
should he required of all ordained in such Churches.

We close this letter rendering our humble and hearty thanks to Al
mighty God for His great goodness towards us. We have been pertnit- 
ted to meet together in larger numbers than heretofore. Contribution 
of knowledge and experience have been poured into the common stock
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