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was a misanthrope. * The ladies, eh?™

“Yes,” said Mr. Racquet, quietly:

* for, of course, you know that much

of the prosperity of a country parish dé-

pendsupon its female members."”

“Yes,” observed Mr. Alton, dryly.

*You are an unmarried man, I be

lieve?”

“Iam an unmarried mun—ycﬂ cer-
tainly.”

““ And this is—Icap-year.”

“ Nonsense!” cried the parson, heiskly.

“I hope you may find it nonsense,”

said Mr. Alton, pursing up his lips;

“but I am told that there are a good

many single ladies this year who are

driven desperate by the prospect of

spinsterhood—"

‘“Nonsense!” again exelaimed Mr.

5 Racquet. ‘‘ My dear Alton, this is a

little too much of a burlesque. You

don't seriously ht'llv\e in this—this ab-

surdity?

Mcr. Alton only shook his head, as he

rose and reachea for his hat.

“ 1’1l get my book, Racquet,” said he,

as he looked luguhnjously around the

room, ‘*and go ou} a stroll in these

delicious pine-sce oods.f My doe-

tor says that pin i healing

it

movement of self-defense.  Leap-yeay
was upon him,in very truth and fact.
Alton was right, and h.: should be
coerced mto matrimony before he knew
* [—Pd rather not ?” said Mr. Rac-
qfiet, very decidedly.
Rosa looked at hLim,
half-offended.

“ Rather—not?” she repeated. *‘I
don’t think Lucilla expected that de-
cision. Perbaps she’d better come and
see you herself about it—"

*“No, no! she needn’t do
gasped Mr. Racquet.
irrevocable.”

And hurriedly gatherin,
he caught his pen and
assiduity once more.

“] see you arg busy,” said Rosa,
softly, after an instant or two of hesita-
tion.

* Yes,”. said Mr.
rdther busy.”

““Then perhaps I had better bid you
good.merning,” said Rosa.

* Good morniug, Miss Appleton,” said
the elergyman, with his eyes glued to the
paper,

But when Rosa had gone out, mrrymg

"half-amazed,

that,”
‘* My decision is

liis papers,
eigned great

Racquet,

for lungs that arg|

clined.” J
“Very well,” sai ‘e Rev. Mr. Rac-
que!, with a glancg|pt the scattered

sheets of che hal pleted sermon

- that lay on his desk| | i And I will join
you after a little periofl of time.”

He took up his pghyidipped it deter-
minedly in the inksthind, and went re-
solutely to writing ;| but, in spite of all
his industry, the rds of his icono

with his pen sus
tiaily-written shegfi/ ‘‘ But, of eourse,

did exist—and a

better member of fociety than a single.”

hair were danci
wisp, before t.h
eye.

horlzon of his mind’

‘and perhips

ing. And sin
failed, and the
bourding-housk

jmother has opened

Poor Cond{tion

sumptively in-|

clastic friend rangf persistently in his
ears. Il
*If there shoulfl//be any foundation
. for Alton’s absurd al” he pondered,

ded above the par-

there can’t be; by ‘f such a possibility
ried man is really a

And all the while little Rosa Apple-
ton’s cherry cheelfs and tangled yellow |
| & human will-o’-the-

**She’s young‘ ! he said, to himself, | for her!
‘ll’lﬂP inclined to be |
5 guhly. but she's |¢ertainly very charm-

e the Appletons have | *“ And what objection did the master

and Lucilla has gone to

her basket of red-cheeked fruit, the
| young man sprafig up, aid stood in the
| middle of the room, smiting ‘his fore-
head. '
“ What!” he oried, aftér the fashion
of the soliloquizing heroes of the stage,
“marry that wrinkled, elderly, one-
eyed—hag! Against my will, just be-
cause she wants some one to, provide for
her, and. it is leap-year! Not. if J know
‘n' And worst and cruellest of all, to
| think that Rosa herself should conte to
propose it!"
Just then, Rosa’s voice, soft and plain..
tive, talking to the old housekeeper, in
| the kitdhen below, chimed upen his ear,
| Involuntarily he ligtened.
'; * I kmow it’s very foelish of me to cry,
| Mrs, Megson,” faltered Rosa, ‘‘but in-
deed, indeed 1'can’t help it! You see,
we heard you were going away next
weék. and Lucilla was so anxious toob-

i tain the si of housekeep She's
s | 80 middled-aged and stendy-going, you
know, that it would be the very place

™m

“Certainly, certainly, Miss Rosal”
chimed in good-natured Mrs. Megson.

a possnbly have to it*"”

“x am— |

are extremely: rare.
‘terrapin averages four pounds in weight.
**Sliders,” the common river turtles of
almost.all the rivers of the South, grow
to a much l.uge- size. They bring from
£6 to 99 a dozen. ’
The two or threé men who control
‘the trade ii'Baltimore say that they sell
almost exdélukively for private  tables.
Terrapin are -caught all:the way from
Savannah-and Charleston to the Patap,
8co ahd Gunpewder rivers—acarce here
= but the genuine diamond-back belongs
almost ex¢lysively to, the upper Chesa-
peakeand its mbuumes. The majority
of the sliders ¢omie to Baltimore from
the Jamas river and stream8 adjoinfng.
An active terrapin catcher sometimes
makes $50 a week, but the find varies,
and often runs down as low as $5. The
reptile is discovered by. probing the
mud in the shallows with a stick. He
is dorm-nt and easily captured.
{A'he females are more highly prized,
and are known as ‘““cow” terrapin.

eggs. some of which you have a right
to expect to garnish the dish at $1.25 a
plate. 1 am not betraying confidence
In stating that many restanrateurs, reck-
iess of their. fair fame, have resort to the
eggs of the pigeon made into a paste and
rolled infn a substitute for the genuine
article. Thirty yedrs dgo the largest
dealer in Baltimére found it difficult to
dispose of the terrapin he received at $6
adozen. The produet, he says, is about
the same year in and yearout. He sells
@s ,many now as he; did then, The
negroes who bring them to market say
that they are growing 'yearly scarcer,
and nothing but the high price stimu-

niore éxtended and ‘persistent search.

They add:

be made more productive, acre for acre,

establishment of terrapin ponds.”

Ambition is a great thing.
some men millionaires, and it make
some men wrestlers in the hosiery de-
partment of a country dry goods storv

I don't know," said Rosa.
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‘“But he

They generally contain about thirty’

lates them to keéep up the supply by a

‘The’ commissioners of ' fisheries of this
State; in their, feport of 1876, deplore
* the much diminished and rapidly dim-
inishing supply of this most excellent
luxury pof the Chesapeake bay,” and

est its increase by cultivation.
“There are hundreds of
localities admirably situated in our ter-
Tapin producding regions which could

‘than the best surrounding land, by the

It nakes

and laughed till his eyes ached.—Osl
City Derrick.

The Black Benu of Death.

All old Texans, and the student of the
historyof Texas, are familiar with the
ill-starred Mier expedition; whieh left
TPexas, inthe fall of, 1841 for the purpose
of invading Mexico. The expedition
started out under command of General
Somervill,- and on the nineteenth of
December, when in the vicinity of the
Rio Grande, was ordered back. . After
the return of Ggeneral Somervill and a
portion of the command, some 300 men
who “‘were left determined on hostile
démonstrations, and elected Willism 8.
Fisher as commander. The expedition
thenadvaneed on the town of Mijer, in
Mexico.

A detachment arriving there on the
21st and demanding provisions, took
the alcade of. the town with themas a
hostage, and returned to where the
main body was camped to. wait the ar-
rival of the articles demanded. While
the Texiins remained in camp, Mier
was océupied by General Ampudia, of
the Mexican army; with $,000 men, On
the afternoon of the twenty-fifth of De-
cember, the Texan forces started for the
town, and encountered the forces of
Ampudia in its vicinity, and a fight
ensued, in which the Mexicans were
driven through the town, but still fight-
ing. After several parleys, the repre-
sentation: of the overwhelming num-
bers opposed to them, and promises of
generous terms, the Texans were induced
to surrender.
The prisoners were then started for
thecity of Mexico,a number being killed
en route,.and on arriving at Salado, on
the twenty-fifth of March, an order was
received from Santa -Anna, directing
that every tenth man be shot. Accozd-
ingly, 169 white and seventeen black
beans, the number of Texans left, were
placed ina box,and each man drew;
the ones drawing the black beans taken
out. and shot. In *Trall's History of
Texas " occurs the follow ing paragraph :

“First Ampudia and then Santa
Anna took a fancy to a mere lad by the
name of Hill, and young Hill's father
and brother were released, and the
8 | young man sent to the best college in
Mexico. He adopted the profession of
a mining engineer, and is still a citizen
of Mexico.”

| — New York Eaxpress.

thirty te thigty-five miles, while some-
times, when trains were behind time,
they - dashed over the two-mile-long
bridge at the rate of forty-two, forty-
three and’ even forty-seven miles. So
gréat ‘was the vibration’ that it pro-
duced in this old engineer’s mind a
sense of fear and discomfort, and some
time before the accident he stopped
traveling over the bridge from south to
north, though he used it in his daily
journeys from north te south, the south-
bound  trains < running . much .more
slowly. . He complained to the station-
master, who says that ‘ he did not re-
port these complaints to any of his
stperior officials.” Other habitual
travelers gave up the bridgeon account
of the oscillations and took to the ferry.

“Yirtue is its Own Reward,”
Some days ago = tender-heasted
stranger of well-to-do exterior, pass-
ing by the broad stone steps of Warsaw
cathedral, perceived a poorly dressed
woman crouched at their foot, weeping
loudly and wringing her hands in deep
tribulation. Tonched by her, evident
distress, he stopped and asked what was
the matter. “ Kind,' gracious sir,” re-
plied the Sobbing woman; “ ¥ am the
most unfortunste cresture in the world’
I want to get my baby christened, but
hey demand two roubles, and I have
not a single copeck.” ‘‘Is that all?
observed the pitiful stranger; *“take
this five-ronble note, go straight t6 the
pope, pay him his cheristening fee and
bring me out the three roubles change.’
With_joytul promptitude the recipient
of his bounty entered the church, whence
she presently emerged with three silver
roubles, which she handed over to her
benefactor, ' expressing her heartfelt
aratitude for ;his timely succor, and her
surprise at his apparently disinterested
kindness. “My good woman,” answered
the philanthropist. with a beaming
smile; ** your astonishment is unealled
for. You see 1 am one of thoge people
who cannot bear to contemplate the un-
happiness of their fellow-creaturés. I
must always see joyous faces around
me. Besides, everybody concermed in
this trandsotion has profited hy it. They
have got thein fee; your child will be
christened; your mind i1 at ease; and I
have derived fhree good silver roubles
from a benevplent action and—a bad
five-rouble note!"— Geneva (Switzetland)

Derrick. BT

PIRATICAL.

When the enterprisiig o6t isn’t writing,
Isn’t writing,
Some melancholy verses about love,
‘About love,
It is sate to bet that he will be inditing,
Be inditing,
A sonnet on‘tHe whiteness 6f the dove,
Ol the dove.

When the youug sed tesder schoolgirl ien’t
sl Isn’t thinking,
Of 'the time when dhe wilk le allowed to vole,
"Lowed to vote.
The chances are that she is coyly blinking,
§ Coyly blinking,
At name young man m A Zebra overcoat,
i # 4. Overcont.

¢l mChicago Trivune.
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Theé German Pazzle. -
The following' sodewhat simple puz-
zle has been ftrnished us by a gentle-
man of this city1
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The objeéct of the puzzle is to plac
three articles of 8 kind on.the lin

marked “ A" t of a kind on thej]
“B“ lines, wi ¢ ;%‘ee line between
Thke, for instanée, sTlver dimes and oneged
cent pieces.  Place the dimes on th 3
“A" lines, and the cent-pieces on th
“B‘a." Now change the cent-pieces ti
““A " Iines, and vice versa, by ad 3
vmdngﬂmtly forward, either movin,
to the mext fanocciipied line, or jumpin mq
a coin gvex one pmher (and only one a
a time) of the opposite kind. Co
tinue until the dimes and the cents havFt=:
changed places, and are in regular ordé B
one above the other. There can be ni#ess
retreating; the moves must all be raadiis
forward.—Manche ter (N. H.) Mirror. &q

Continent. |
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