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quoted, consistently with Bcripture, and attested by the prac-
tice of all Christian bodies, that the Church has & certain amount
of authority, she at the same time ]a{s down as the fundamental
principle, in her 6th article, that “Ho ¥y Scripture contains all things
necessary to salvation, so that whatsoever is not read therein nor
may be proved thereb'y, i8 not to be thought requisite or neces.
sary to salvation.” " The language of our articles and homilies
upon this vitaleoint i8 clear and decisive. The trumpet gives no
uncertain sound. Our Church constantly makes her appeals to the
Word of God. Even the creeds, the most solemn and weighty
statements of our faith, are to be received and believed, not for
their antiquity, not because framed and set forth by councils, not
because widely acce{)ted, but because they may be proved by most
certain warrants of loly Writ. Here there 18 implied the duty
and privilege of évery man to bring even the most authoritative
standard and symbols to the one unerring test. A Church con-

scious of the Scriptural character of her doctrines can conﬁdently

do thig She can take her stand boldly upon the firm rock of dj.

vine truth, and challenge the fullest and most searching scrutiny ; a
doctrine plainly revealed in the Word of God gathers no uddi.
tional sanction from human testimony., That, says -our homily,
which is once confirmed by the certainty of His eternal truth, hath
1o more need of the confirmation of man’s doctrine and writings
than the bright sun at noontide hath need of the light of a little
candle to put away darkness and to increase his light. We freely
sdmit, a8 we have already said, that the testimony of antiquity as
to the outward government and polity of the Church is most im-
portant, but this is plainly distinguishable from definitions of doc-
trine. And the office of the Church as the witness and keeper of
Holy Writ is highly important. 8o was the Jewish Church the
appointed guardian of the Old Testament—unto them were com-

mitted for safe keeping the oracles of God, And yet while the
Jewish Church kept this trust with scrupulous fidelity—i

guard ove
their own opinions
ted Him of whom foses and the P

esses to the Apostolic origin

of the Books of the New Testament, and transmits them unim-

paired from age to age, she is to be regarded as an unerring inter-
preter of the same, are bo i '
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