
•0 FROM BAPAUME TO PASSCHENDAELE

Sf ?«!f^''^'?l!''^
**^ ^^ ^^ ^^^«°»- suddenly, at about

STn^fV]
men scmmbled up into the open and with theirteyonets low went out into No Man's Land, each man's foot

31^; ^LS ^.u^?^ ^^'^^'y S"*""^ ^^'•eh ^^ a hundredyards or so between the lines. aU pock-murked with sheU-ho^and hard as iron after the freezing of the quagmire T^eViwas no prchn...ary bombardment. °As soon IsZ^^^
toem They found no men above ground when they pierc^

mi^ZZ:^:'^' T ^"'°^ ^^^ uncanny-t'he'^SS
lueiessness of the place they came to capture. Good too formen a tacking, for men who always listen for the7ic^;^hrf bullecs. which is the ugUest sound in war. Nola sCle«achme-gun spat at them. They knew quickly that thev^^nsed the enemy utterly. Aey fo.id the d^-^ute ^^ed down the chaUenge and hearf it answeredVeW^tembergere came up dazed with the effect of the c^n3

SStZi'- ,f%*^^"«^* »* ^s ust a morning strafe. We
«^t^rV ?T°"*'

*"^ '' ^^^ °^^^- W« had no idea ofan attack. How did you get here so quickly ? »

&It% 7r t'iY'. ^"^ ^»^ *^«y ^o'Jd have put up afight rf they had had any kind of chance. But they were

^c^tssiWe'" rlh ''•rt^ *^"* ^^^"^- -*^ *^^ ^Sgrace possible. On the right, from two isolated bits of trenchthere came a burst of rifle-fire. A few Germans there hadtune to recover from the stumiing blow of the fLst sunrise

?;i?n?^*
P^"''^^ *^ overpowered. The Bord^ SS'^the^ St'^sr* Z '"*'" */"^ *^^ °*^J^^«- given t?the^'

«tabl?sh?d ^ ^"r' ^""t^
^"^ *^" ^^^"^^ fi^ line, and

S!^ t !?
themselves there. From neighbouring ground

v^"tttot*' "^ 'T *^^ ^--«^Jd« -d lighfs ^rup
bisv bIV ^^' ^^ P'r^^^y *^^ ^^™^ gunners gotbusy But the prisoners were bundled back to the omnibuSa^d the men took possession of the dug-outs. Proper7^^^!
?h?frK^f'"'''^^'S^^^- It was too hard to4 "l^omthe farthest pomt. later in the day. the men were ithcfra^

attempts to organize counter-attacks were smashed by^


