
i. Penny of Top Hill Trail

" You see, a poor foreman of a ranch would

never have the hardihood to ask a rich girl

to marry him; he'd a thousand times rather

marry a poor thief." •

" Is that the only obstacle? " she asked.

"It is, and it is unsurmountable."

He was silent, and in his deep-set eyes she

read the resolve he had made.

" That is an obstacle that soon can be van-

quished. I am a good spender, and I will soon

make way with all I have. I am looking for

a good investment. Mr. Kingdon or Jo or

some one told me Westcott's was for sale.

You see, we might run it fifty-fifty. I could

buy it and you run it."

" I can't, Pen," he said desperately.

She made no reply.

The car whipped round the curves. She

was watching the long efficient hands grip-

ping the wheel. Then she stole a glance at

his grim, thrust-forward profile. She felt

that something must be done and she was a

believer in the power of action over words.
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