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Tor IlKroMINCi A HVPTIHT. f

our c'vampip on ottuTM, j<IiouU1 ctTtainly lia.l to nn unques-
tioning anti iinh('f*italing ohrdiiMi^c. * lit; that Jmih my
coiumQntlii'.ents and /.vr/W/< tliein, Imi it iH that lovfth mo.'»

True, thin ordinance is not rsj^-ntial to salvation—that
i», «» men are saved thnmgh the blood of CJiriHl alone,
they may be saved without baptism. Hut if in sinl'al in
j)rinciple, and perilous in eonse<iuence, willully to reject
or to neglect any command of Christ. Suppose the same
plea were urged in reference to other appointments
and means of grace, what would be the conse«|uenco ?

The Lord's supper is not essential to salvation—prayer
meetings are not essential to salvation—family worship is

not essential to salvation—the knowledge of tlivine truth
beyond a single text in which there is a t-lear statement of
the Gospel remedy— is not essential to salvation. Hut are
we at liberty to undervalue, or neglect, or refuse thoho
means, which if not essential to salvation in the low,
mercenary sense of these words, aro assuredly essential to
our sanctilication and growth in grace? Oa ! my reader
treat not the ordinance of baptism in this way. The ques-
tion with you is not, whether you cannot be saved without
it, as well as with it ; but, has the Lord enjomed it ? If the
Lord has commanded the iuunersion of a believer, as an
appointed way of professing his faith, then, whether essen-
tial or not essential in your view, whether expedient or
inexpedient, it remains for you simply to obey. Repair,
then, to the "law and to th • testimony ;"—"search the
Scriptures" on this point, seeking only to know what the
Lord's will is; and determined by His grace to obey when
that will is made clear to your mind.

Sccundly. But there is a more serious difhculty en-
countered at the very threshold of our enquiries on this
subject, and which, as far as my own experience and
observation extend, is more likely than any other to
prejudice the mind against the truth, if not indeed to lay
an arrest on all further enquiry. " I have no objections to
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