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IX.

JWr. Webster to Lord Mihurton.

Department of State,

Jf'ashliigton, August 8, 1842.

My Lord: We have had several conversations on the subject of impressment, but T•do not understand that your lordship has instructions from your Government to nego-
tiate upon ,t, nor does the Government of tl>e United States see any utility in onenhi-
such negotmuon, unless the British Government is prepared to renounce iL practice in
all future wars.

No cause has produced, to so great an extent, and for so long a period, disturbing and
irritating influence on the political relations of the United States and England,** the im-
pressment of seamen by British cruisers from American merchant vessels
From the commencement of the French revolution to the breaking out of the war be-tween the two countries in 1812, hardly a year elapsed without loud complaint and ear-nest remonstrance. A deep feeling of opposition to the right claimed, and to the practiceexercised under it, and not unfrequently exercised without the least regard to what jus-
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limitation of it., exercise, and some security against its enormous abuses.
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England asserts the right of impressing British subjects, in time of war, out of neutral
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