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that passed to facilitate the collection of debts in tlie colonies, by
which houses, lands, slaves, and other real effects, were made liable

for the payment of debts ; and finally, that which was passed in 173.'t,

at the instance of the sugar colonies, which prohibited the importa-
tion of sugar, rum, and molasses, from the French and Dutch colo-
nies in North America, without paying an exorbitant duty. To
these should be added another act of parliament, passed in 1750,
according to which, after the 24th of June of the same year, certain
works in iron could not be executed in the American colonies ; by a
clause of the same act, the manufacture of steel was forbidden.
Nor should we omit another, which regulated and restricted the bills

of credit issued by the government of New England, and by which
it was declared, that they should not have legal currency in the pay-
ment of debts, that English creditors might not be injured by the
necessity of receiving a depreciated paper, instead of money. This
regulation, though just, the Americans received with displeasure, as
tending to discredit their currency. Hence originated the first dis-

contents on the part of the colonists, and the first sentiments of
distrust on the part of the English.

At the same time it ^yas pretended, in England, that if the colo-
nists, on account of the commercial restrictions, so beneficial to the
mother country, had merely demanded to be treated with tenderness
and equity in the imposition of taxes, nothing would have been more
just and reasonable ; but that it could not be at all endured, that
they should refuse the European country every species of ulterior
succor; that England, in reserving to herself the commerce of her
colonies, had acted according to the practice of all modern nations

;

that she had imitated the example of the Spaniards and of the Por-
tuguese, and that she had done so with a moderation unknown to the
governments ofthese nations. In founding these distant colonies, it

was said, England had caused them to participate in all the rights
And privileges that are enjoyed by English subjects themselves
in their own country ; leaving the colonists at liberty to govern them-
selves, according to such local laws as the wisdom and prudence of
their assemblies had deemed expedient ; in a word, she had granted
the colonies the most ample authority to pursue their respective in-
terests, only reserving to herself the benefit of their commerce, anf
a political connection under the same sovereign. The French and
Dutch colonies, and particularly those of Spain and Portugal, wer.-
far from being treated with the same indulgence ; and also, notwith
Ktanding these restrictions, the subject of so much complaint, th'
English colonies had immpnsp mnitnlo In fHp>r P'^r^irx"-"-" '^- s- *'
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funds; for besides the rich cargoes of the products of their land.
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