
A.

jbo^ y^« Account of the European

the province. In Pennfylvania, the proprietary

is under the fame reftridions that limit the

proprietary of Maryland, on the fide of the

crown ; on the fide of the people, he is yet

inore reflrained ; for their legillature has but

two parts, the afTembly of the people, and the

governor ; fo that the governor, wanting the

great influence which the council gives in

other places, whenever his fentiments differ

from thofe of the afTembly, is engaged in

a very unequal contefl. ; -

The third form is called a charter govern-

ment ; this originally prevailed in all the pro-

vinces of New England 5 and ftill remains in

two of them, Connedlicut and Rhode Ifland.

By the charters to thefe colonies, the exorbi-

tant power, which was given in the proprieta-

ry governments to fingle men, was here veil-

ed, and I apprehei {'. much more dangeroufly,

in the whole body of the people. It is to all

purpofes a mere democracv. They eledl every

one of their own officers, from the highefl to

the lowefl ; they difplace them at pleafure j

and the laws which they enadl, are valid

without the royal approbation. This flate of

unbounded freedom, I believe, contributed in

fome dejn-ee to make thofe fettlements flou-
I."

rifh ; but it certainly contributed as much to

render their value to their mother country far

more precarious, than a better digeftcd plan

would have done that might have taken in

the


