
X HE Court of Spain having received information of the

repeated attempts of a foreign Nation * upon the

Northern Coafts of California^ with views not at all

favourable to the Spanip Monarchy and Its Intercds, the

King ordered the Marquis tie Croix^ His Viceroy and

Captain General in New Spain, to take effetflual care to

guard that part of his Dominions from all invafion and infult.

The Marquis de Croix had adopted the ideas of the

Sovereign on this fuhjcifl ; and, at the time of the

cxpulfion of the Jcfuits from New Spain, had appointed

a military and political Governor of Ciilifornij, to execute

the fame purpofe in that Province, to keep it in obctlience

to the King, to prdcrve it in peace, and to fend advice

of whatever mi^ht occur.

His Excellency had aUb determined to fend, to the fald

Pcninfula, intelligent pcrfons to reconnoitre every part of

ir, and to sive an accou'it of the flate of the MiiTions ;

of the difpofition, qualities and number of the natives;

of their manner of living and cuftoms ; of tbiC natural

productions of that country ; of the nature of the Mines,

the modes of w^orking them, and who bad the Profi ;

^

what Settlements of Spaniards, or of other people,

were eftablifhed ; and laftly, of the nature and quality of

Its Coafts, Ports and Seas: that by means of thefe

information:, orders and regulations might be made

B conducive

/
tbifani f * Dc quienes Ui deifrutaban.


