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M()r(>()vor, il is to ho notod thai it is not amid the privations of an arrtic wintor, with il<

analoi^ics so siiijiicstivi' of a londilioii oi'lii'i' corn'spoiidiiig to tiuit ol'thd men oi' Europe's

paleolithic a<ro
; but in southern latiludos, witli a cliniatc which furnishes abundant

resources i'or saviiu<' nian : that the crudest eli'orts at tool-making now occur. In a repcii

of tht! I'liiled States tieological Survey I'or 1872, Prol'essor Joseph Leidy furnishes an inti r-

csting account of numerous implements, rude as any in (he Drift, observed by him while

engaued on a survey at llie base of the Unilah Mountains in Southern Wyominu'. " In

some places," he remarks. " llie stone implemeuls are .so numerous, and at the same tinii'

are sorudi^ly conslrucled, that one is con.stantly in doubt when to consider them as natural

or accidental, and whi'n to view Ihem as artilicial." * Hut with lh(\se others are mingled i>t

liinHinish. The Shosliones wlio hauni the region si-em to be iiu'apabh; of such skill as the

latter imidy ; and express the belief that they were a gift of the Great Spirit to their

ancestors. Yet many are fresh in appearance ; though others are worn and dc>coniposed cii

lh(> surface, and may, as Professor Leidy assumes, have lain there for ceuluries. lb; also des-

cribes a stone scrajier. or /rshon, as the .Slioshones call il, emidoyed t)y them in the dn^ssing of

buH'alo skins ; but of so simide a character that he says, " had I not observed il in actual us.',

and had noticed it among the materials of the buttes, or horizontal strata of indurated clays

and sandstone. I would have viewed it as an ai>cidental spawl." AVheii illustrating the

characteristics of a like class of stonc! implements and weapons of tireal Britain, Dr I'hans

figures and describes an axe, or war-club, procured from the Indians of ]{io I'rio, in Texas.

Its blade is a jiiece of trachyte, so rudely chipped that it would scarcely iittract attention

as of artilicial working, but for the club-like hafi, evidently chopped into shape wilh

stone tools, into which it is inserted. Nothing ruder ha« been brotight to light in any

drift or cave deposit, t Another modern Texas imidemenl. in the Smitliounia collections

at Washington, J is a rudely fasliioned Hint blade, i)reseuling considerable resemblance to

a familiar class of oval implements of the river drift.

So far. lh(>refore, as unskiUed art aiul the mere nuleuess of workmanship are concerned,

it might be assumed that the aborigines of this continent are tlms i>reseiUed to our study

in their most primitive stage. They had advanced in no degree beyond the condition of

the European savage of the river-drift period, when, at the close of the l/Jth century, they

were! brought into contact with modern European culture; and nothing in their rude arts

seemed to oli'or a clue to their origin, or any evidence of progression. For anything that

could be h'arned from their work, they might have entered on the occupation of the

northeru couliuent, subse((uent to the, visits of the Northmen in the tenth lentury; and.

indeed, Ameriian archieologists at present generally favour the opinion that the 8/tnit'liiigs.

as the Northmen designated the Ni'W I'higland natives wlumi they encountered, were noi

lied Indians but I'^skiiuos. But whatever nuiy have been the local distribution of races al

that dale, gcolouical evidence, which has proved so I'ouclusive in relation to European

ethnology, has at length been appealed to by American investigators, wilh results whicli

seem to establish for this continent also its primseval stone-period, and remote prehistori'

aawn.

Tlie "Keport of the I'eabody Museum of American Archieology and Ethnology" to;

* U. S. tieolii^'ifiil Survey, 1S72, p. 11.52.

t Ancient Stone Iniploninnts of Great llritain, p. IW.

X Viilo I'rc'liistoric JIan, Ijnl Kl., vol. i., p. 180. Fi(.'. 54.
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