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in width and

height, come tbe warm Pacific m iuds which make the climate of Edmon-
ton actually milder than that of Winnipeg.

" It is not meant by this mention of the Pacific winds to convey
the idea tbat the region about Edmonton is subject to severe winds, for

the absence of wind is one of the most remarkable features of this

surprising climate. Only once in the year 1893 did the velocity

of the wind at Edmonton exceed 12 miles per hour, and then it was
only 21. . . . Yet it is this constant wind which makes this region

possible for ranching, for it sweeps the ranges clear of snow so the herds

can feed and fatten on the grass, self-cured upon tbe stalk.

" Another factor in the climate, and one which gives an explana-

tion of the extraordinary rapid growth of vegetation in far northern
lands, is the increased length of the summer days in high latitudes. In
Central Ohio the longest day is 15 hours ; but Edmonton has over two
hours and Eort Simpson four hours more sunshine than this. Under
the influence of this long-continued sunshine, vegetation is urged for-

ward at a rate unknown in lower latitudes. Archbishop Clut states

that the trees about Eort Simpson pass in a single week from bud lo

perfect leaf ; and I have se-ni soft-majile trees at Moosejaw which have

made a growth of more than five feet in a season.
" A Avord must be; said about the winters, concerning which there

is so much raisappreh(>nsion. No true conce])tiou of the comfort or

discomfort of any given climate can be obtained from a record of

temperature alone. Humidity is of as much, if not more, importance

;

and the velocity of the wind nmst not be left out of the account. In
the crisp, dry atmosphere of the North-AVest the A\'riter has experienced

temperatures of 40 degs. b(!low zero without discomfort, and, while

wearing exactly the same clothing as in the other case, has been chilled

to the marrow in the moisture-laden air of the Atlantic coast when tho

thermometer registered 10 degs. above. The winters are no longer in

the valley of the North Saskatchewan than in Iowa, and, il' an}thing,

are more enjoyable, because there is so much less wind. In that respect

Manitoba is more like the Dakolas ; but around Edmonton the blizzard

is unknown.
"The question of a market is one ol" great importance. I'^biionton

is a thousand miles from AVinnipeg by 'ail, and it is obvious that the

farmer about Edmonton cannot raise wheat iji competition with the

-Manitoba grain-grower w ho is so nmch nearer to Liverpool ; but I

lirmly believe that this will ultiuiately ])rove to be an advantage rather

than a drawback. If we take up our compasses again, we shall see

vhat Avhen Churchhill Harbour, on lludson Hay, has been develo])ed into

u great seaport, with lines of railway radiating south and west, Edmon-
ton will be nun-e nearly on an equality with AVinnipeg. This Hudson
I'ay outl(!t is the dream of the whole Canadian North-A\^est, for Church-
liill Harbour is nearer to Liverpool than New York is, and work is now
in progress on a railroad from Winnipeg t(j this point. Edmontoji will

nme day be a station on a line which w ill reach the Pacific through tbe

[lowest pass in all the Kocky range.
" But these things lie some distance in the future, and ]>resent

[ilivelopments must be made in accordance \\ith present conditions.

'I'esent conditions compel the settler to turn bis attention to mixed
liiu-ming rather than to wheat-growing, and to ship finished products-


