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conttactvi-s at the expense of the Province,^' as

well HH of tlic llailwity Company, I < au only
s:iy Ihat it lia» tu'ver IwiMt my prut lice ti>

uiiswiT UL-wspupor a'tacUs madu titluT upou
uiy integiity or ability Ji.-* a Civil Kn^iiirfr.

If a toleittbly lolly; ami active lifo (iuvotcd

•entirely to the judfc-sidn, upon sorai; ».f the

niOKt important works of iiiiblic impiuvt'm.'iit

npoiillie Anu'ri< an coniiiit-nt, ha8 not mcured
for me a n-putalioii tl»at is abovo and licyont!

any injury lliatcan bn iiroctcd by tht- publi-

cation of vowardly artii li-K of this kind, it

would certainly lie iiselt ss for nie to attempt

to bolster it up by any other means, at this

late day in my protVs«ioiiHl life.

It may not be out of place, however, to cn-

• luire, at the present time, why Mr. Le!ij,'e,

^•Ihe aMuti', clmrr, <iii.l tr/nTienciJ C/iiif h'nyi-

m'er of the yorlhiin Coloni:ation liailirai/,'' us

liH is called in the article referred to, or some
other of the "eminent VininJhin pn</hiferx in

it'hiim the jiulilic liiii-i' ronjidcnre," have not

dnriniT the past twenty years in which the

North Sliori! Uaiiwiiy lias been in a lnMf,'uisii-

ingand ahnostilyinu conilition,<li8covered its

jiecullar merits as "the Jirnl link in the Great

Aiirthrrn Rdiliiiui, to extend at no dixtant date

from one end nf our I'rovinee to the other," us is

very justly claimed liy the article referred to
;

and ha'. V not by thi ir reports and represenla-

tious iu its favor, induced Canadian contract-
ors to undertake its construction, and tbuH
reap for themselves the enormous beneflts
that it is claimed will accrue to American
contractors, who, at this late day, and almost
solely upon my estimates and reprebcntations,
have in ^ood f»ilh undertaken to construct
the load. s

I have deemed it proper to moke the fore-
going statements in defence of the previous
poli( y of the Company us connected with the
present contract, in order that the members
of the present Hoard, who are not entirely
lamiliar with the past history and present
condition of the Company, may act intelli-
gently and without prejudice upon the im-
portant proposition which is now before
them.
Having thus performed my duty iu the

matter to the extent of my ability, r.nd en-
tertaining a lirm conviction that the imme-
diate find rapid construction of the railway,
as well as it« future success, depend entirely
upon the decision of the Boord with reference
to the question now before it, I leave the
matter in the hands of the Diiectors.

All of which is most respectfully submit-
ted.

•Silas Sevhouk,
tngineer-ia-CLiet.
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