
IXTRODr( TION xi

Although it \v;is wriiicii at a period wlion, according to

many critic-. I>iil/a( was nut (i(jiii^- his best work, it may be

doubted ulietlier the (ijieiiing \-.1'j:i':- dI' "Heatrix'' have been

surpassed in their kind anywliere in tlie "("oiiiedv." How
superldy liritlany. and the primitive town of (iuerandc. and
the sill! more primitive family (d' du (iuenic are set litd'oro

us! 'I'lie author o| the ••('houan.s" ami "In Drame an Bord
de hi .Mer" ha.- .-urpas^ed his former eH'orts. 'i"he jxramh-ur

of the de.-ohite -leiiery vies with the jrrandeur of the simple,

loyal people who -^o about their daily tasks unmindful of the

fact that there is a busy world beyond the confines of their

province. Yet the world comes to them, and we have a drama
instead of an idyll. If Calyste had married Charlotte de

Kerirarouet. the ajfed IJarou would doubtless have lived longer,

and the fair I!arone.-s. old Jllle. du Guenic and lu'r friend

]\Ille. de Pen-Iloel. the Cure, and the Chevalier du ILalga

would I'.ave gone on j)laying '•mouehe"' indefinitely, ami the

world W(udd have possessed an almost unsurpa,ssed idvU.

But it was not to be. Calyste, child of nature though
he is, lias in him a strain of blood that rebels against the

primitive life marked out for him. The snake in his Eden
is that most modern of women Felicite des T(mches, alias

Camille Maupin. the celebrated writer. The poor bov is

dazxded by the glimpse he gets of Parisian culture and luxury,

and falls in lovt- with a woman old enough to be his mother
and strong enough to hold him olf although she loves him.
Then sensuality in the person of Beatrix makes a i)rey of

liim, and the tiuenie paradise is wrecked. Surelv we have
here a most striking conception. It is the combat of the new
with the old, of the present with the past, set in a unique
frame. It is the eternal drama of innocent youth struggling

in [he coils of fate.

'^ t have We profited by ol)taining a drama when we might
have had an idyll ^ The reader must answer this ([uestion

(Vul. XIII)


