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THE LATE WILLIAM MACKEY.
lthde death of Mn. William Mackey, te

lîimbering industry of thte Ottawa district, and
by' thei is ntt the district drained by the
Ottawa river, hoses a figure titat lias been
pîroîtîinent ini it for over liait a cenitury. Less
ilan a year ago dccensed wvilidreiv fronit
active operalions, %v'lîen lie di!sposed of bis
lintits i'y public auctioîî ta Mr. J. R. Bootil for
the substatitial sut of $6z5,ooo. Mn. Mackey's
doatit will bé sincereiy nîourned b>'
thousands witlt whoin lie caine in
contact, for hoe was one of tîtat
stantp of mon %vito maîde the wvorid
botter for bis residence therein.
I-lis was a life in wvhich idustry,
iattegrity and intelligence, vigil just
a suggestion of luck,or was it intui-
tion, fornied a perfect blond. Thouigl
doad lie liveili, for his maille wîll
aver lie couplod witit ail tîtat is
lioutest and upright.

In tho yezar 1842 a naw Inisl
lad-one of a family-landed nt
Bytown. Sawvdust filcd the air, so
to speak, and hie fortlîwith deter-
mitid to turuu bis attention to lunt-
bering, while blis father eslabliblhed
hintscif on a fari near Perth. Plans
te overc-ime the neaural dilflcuity
to tho movemient of timber oflered
by the Chaudiere fails wvere [lien
being put mbi execution, and Mr.
iMzackecy secured entployment ini the
Contstructiont of the first govern-
mntt slide. His entployer tvas
Mn. Geort e B3uchanan, whoa bail the
con' ract, aiso for the construction of
the ilides at the Chat's Rapids on
the river above Ottawa. There
Mr. 'Mackey was also entployed
wvith bis brother. The latter and
Mr. Buchanan wvere afterwvards
drowned at différent turnes, but
wvhile engaged in the same task,
removing a timber blockade ini the river.

The Mackey Brothers sz.coîtdly secured em-
ployment in improvoment wvork on the Upper
Ottawa undor Hon. James Skead. About the
year 1845 the latter branched forth into lurn-
bering opetations, retaining the services of the
Mackeys. The subject of this sketch soon
secured a position as forenmat, and in less than
five years lie made an independent move. ln
i 85o his furst raft of red pine was floattd clown
the Ottawa from the Madawaska limits,
througlî the slides wvhich hoe himself a fev
years previous had helped to construct.

Shortly alter this Mr. Mackty married and
settled on a fârml near Arnprior. About this
time hie aise formed a partnership wvith the
late Neil Robertson. For over 20 years huar-
mionious and profitable btîsineçs relations were

continued, oniy to bo dis!olved by the deatit
of Mr. Robertson.

&Nr. Mackey's early opcrat ions were con-
ductedl on limits in the Madawvaska country.
lie wvas an active figure ici the lumber buisi-
ness in the heyday of the square timber trade.
That tvas before flie tinte of the extensive
rai1lvay systern in Canada and bofore the dis-
placement of timber by steeli hi sihipbuiiiing
and other industries ici Great l3ritain. Thon
it was foundc miucli more profitable to manu-
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facture the towering pines into square timber,
which floated down 'lie mighty Q'îava, and
fêtind ils way after man>' days; to Quebec and
aboard ship. Nov tho demand for board
lumber is paramouit, anîd the extension of the
railway service makes it possible to transport
the output of the sawv-ntili wvith comparatively
littie trouble.

However, titis is aside. Evory sumaniier
rafts passed down through the slides, the
name-marks including those of Nlackey. Ske.id,
Conroy, Gilmcuur, Currier. Pouipore, Fraser,
Aumond, Perley and Hurdmiauî. Aitluough
Mr. Mackey engaged oxtensively for years in
the production of square timber on bis limits
on the Madawvaska and Attable du Ford, it
miust not be thought that lie aîeglected the
1'board" end of the business. On his limit on

t he latter river lie erccîed a saw miii at wvlicli
lic yearly mianulfactured stocks of board lumn-
ber. Fie was a shrewd and successftîl mnîm,
ami is cariy training stood himn W~eil in after
)-cars. As titis Lrief >ketch shwlic arrivedi
on the scene whien the Ot tawa hiumbor inîlustry
offered its greatcst rcward te the mani wiîo
had flic mental Calibre. MNr. Mackey possess-
ed that calibre, and with confidence ini his own
abilitv and the lumber industry as lus safz
Capital, hie ttirned his head andl nind towards

the trackless forcsts, leaving to
others the attractions of town and
City. lowv soutid luis judgment
wvas, tl.e succecding 3'ears showv.

Several times has the elle story
becaring on [lis discertiment been
told, but it %viil stand repeating. It
is said that rnaîy years ago ho
purchased for a few tiîousand dol-
lars a lima it Ille Atiabie du Ford
river. Thtat was the ruiing price,
but the fair-seciiîtg parchascr wvas
tiot disîttayed. as %vas his partner,
wvhen business depression brouglit
a docline in thte value of standing
and mnnuiitfactutred tinuher. The
partncr asked * to lie reiievcd of his
obligationu, and granting hint a re-
fund of lus moncv, Mr. Mackey
secured entire control of the limit.
The passiig ycars proved the
soundness of bis judgnient, for the
mîarket recovcred itseif and yearly
lie took valuable rafts of timiber off
the despised linlit. It tvaç iaucluded
in the territory secured b>' Mr.
Booth last Februar3', Ille particular
price 1paid for it being $S,eo.

Mr. Mackey %vas countent with
thie wcalth lie aniassed in the huim-
ber business, ani thercin hoe wva

- ~ wiser titan saie of his fellow
operators, who, hloping to increase
their gains b>' outside investments,
lost ail or a large -4hare. It is said

that Mr. Mackey once iost $u i,000 ici a1 mort-
gagec investmcnt, and there anud tlion vowed
te let well enoughi alone, and thereafier re-
frained from enitîsting his wealth to other
thani the timber limiit and Ille bank.

H-e was a public spirited Citiz.en and a
philinthropist. Time and tinte again has Chari-
table wvork in Ottawa received an impetus
lrom his purse. He wvas a devoted Cathoio.
On March t7th last, the natal day of bis
native counitry, a beautiful altar wvas blesscd
inu St. Patrick's chuirch, Ottawa. The cost,
over Si,ooo, wvas defrayed by Mr. Mackey.
Thus in his parishl church stands a monument
to bis gcnerosity anid Cluistianity.

Mir. Mackcy ivas married ini the car>' fifties
to a dtughter of a prominent residemît of B>'-
town, Mr. Peter Armstrong(,. Site predeceased


