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2. The following proviso is addod to and shall form pat of | ceived valuable communications from a number of competent
the ceventy-thitd section of the ~and At fureign jurists, and other gentlemen professionally or ofticially
* Provided alway s, that no person shall be bedd to be dis- | connected with the chief tribunals of the countrivs embraced
qualificd from being dedted w mandar of tle counddl of any yin the inguiry, and thus conversant with the subject-matter
municipal corporation, by reason of his being a shareholder in © of the reference.
any incorporated company, having dealings or contrats with,  TheSub-Committee have by this means obtained information
the couneil of such municipal corporation.” « which they recommend to the “Comumittee as worthy of their
attention,
SELECTIONS. . To begin with the system adopted in France. Every judi-
o . cmll] dclclswn mlrcqmredfw be in writing, and to be moté, i.c.,
T A to discluse on the face of it the grounds and reasuns on which
LAW REPORTING. it is founded ; and when the si;.?mlure of the President of the
The Report of the Committee of the Bar on Law Reporting | T'ribunal has been affixed to thuse sulemn judgments, it is the
is now befure the profession, and the schieme which was agreed | business of the Greglier to see them entered vu the register of
tu by the mujurity has to be considered before the adjuurned | the courts, and vuly une versiva of them can thereture ever
ureeting of the Bar in November. Tho » heme propused is | legally appenr. )
simply for an amalgamation of the existing reports, and their | Tlhie recurds of the tribunals thus containing an authentic
publication in future under the control of a council, having | version uf every decision, the legal prefessivn and the public
the munagementof the financial deparument, and the selecting | have at all times aeeess o the regisier to ascertain what has
of a competent stafl of editors and reporters, from time to time been decided, and it is competent for any

Should this propositicn bring a sufficient subscription list, | 1€ make from the register a selection of such decisions fur

one great step would be made towards an improvement on the | publication. The collectims of decisions by Sirey and Dalluz,
tand Ledra Rollin, have been thus prepared. ‘Though these

present costly and unsatisfactory mode of preparing our law | ks des © .
reports. ‘The Committee, however, have not at present works are eservedly held in esteem, th‘cy are not official
pubhications, any more than any series of English law reports.

recommended any alteration of our system of’ luw reporting ; )
which leaves the rules of law laid down in Westmin~ter Hall In Norway and Sweden the judgments of the ordinary

to be collected unly from nutes, nut unly unauthentic, but cun- | tribunals are always mven in wriing, and in every case
fined to those matters which appeared to the repurter at the | entered on the protucols «f the courts; and in the supreme
moment of taking them adapted fur publication, affurding no ; courts uf appeal, when the votes of the judges are given separ-
guarantee against the omission altogether of decisions of the [ ately, it i3 the business uf the registrar of the court to enter
greatest immportance, but which the carelessness or want of | un the Tecords of the court, not unly the final judgment ur
Jjudgment of the repurter may have kept out of his note-buuk. ; conclusion, but the ground and reasous of the decision uf each

g
L]

The serious evils so often deseribied as resulting from these |

defects of our Jaw reporting system, may, for anything in the
proposed scheme, remitin unabated ; and it 18 certanly re-
markable that the Committee, with ample material before
them, did not deal with such an important part of the subject
referred to them.

‘Tne Comnnttee, we are told, hefore entering upon the con-
sideration of any scheme of amendment tu be suggested
by any of its members, resolved to ixsue a circular to the
profession inviting observations and suggestions ; such ar-
cular was as folluws :—* The Cammsttee e anxiuy, 1o urder
the better to discharge the duty entrusted to them, to collect
the opimon of the professivn upun the subject of Law Rerort
156 and for that purpose the Committee are desirvus of

receciving auy observanons whick you, cither aloue or in’

conjuncuun with others, ay be s ubliging as to make vpon
what, in your opinion, are the advantages or disadvantages of
the present aystem, and also any suggestions, cither as tu the
vrinciple ur details of any amenduent of the existing system
wa.ch you muy think desirable.”

This cireular was sent to the judges, and extensively dis-
tributed among buth branches of the profession.  1u reply,
the Committee recenved numerous and valuable observatious
and saggestions.  Although these exhitated differences of
uption as to the proper mode of amending the existing
sistem of law reporung, they exhibited, at the same tune,
a very general desire tor amendment; and the Committee
have been greatly assisted in the discharge of their duties, by
the obsersatiuns and suggestions thus received.

The Committee, alss, betore entening upun the considera-
tion of any plan of therr own, appointed a Sub-Commattee
{eonsisting of the Hon, George Demmian, Q. C., Mr. Serjeant
Paibing, Mr. Heury Matthiews, Mr. Quan, and Mr. Westlahe)
to inquire into the muode of recording and teporting jadiaal
dedisons an the various Furopean Siates, and o the Uied
States of Ameriea,

Tae Sab-Comnuttee undertook thes daties, and reported
as fullows:—** The Sub-Committee thus appointed have re-

Judge. Here, as in France, therefore, the records of the courts
supply ample materials fur the preparation of books of repurts
or cullections of decisivns, and such publications are left
' wholly to free trade.
[ In Denmark, though it is competent fur any one to take
| down, print and publish reporis of cases and decisions of which
“he has himself tuken nutes, the only authentiz version of
Judicial proceedings is the dombistucol under the hand of the
“Judge s containing nut only the conclusion itself to which the
j court has arrived, but the facts and reasins and grounds of
X the decisiun; and frum thes<e, selectiuns of cases which may
s serve for precedents are made by tha direction of the courts,
- though it would seem that uther selectivns i ide by competent
private publisbers would be received with equal attention.

In Italy all judicial decisivns, whether civil or criminal,
“must be read aload in open court, with the grounds in fact or

" Law set out at length ; and authentic minutes of the judicial

“opiniuns so pronuuneed are duly entered in the register of the
. court; and compilations of the principal decisions of the fuur
superior courts of cassation at Milan, Florence, Naples, and
“Palermo an published by valuntary editors, whose province
it is to make a proper sclection of cases for publication, to
give an analysis of them in the bead and marginal notes, and
"w explain or illustrate them in other aunotations. These
ccomptiations vuly so far receive the prutection of the Stato
rihat a certur ~umber of copres are subsceribed for out of the
cpublic treasury. The compalation entitled * L Leggo Ro-
fmana’ i< journal of judicid! and adminsteative procecdings
Ifur the Kingdum of Italy, published at short intervals (the
julicial threo tumes a week) and containing in an abridged
form nutes taken from the minutes in the registers of il the
important cases dispused of.

In the United States of America there is no law requiring
cither wrirten decisnms or a record or register of the grounds
and reasous of the decisions ; but the judgments are geueraliy
wownting, and anomost of the States, and i the Supreme
Contt of the United States, there are now officia’ reporters,
remuncrated by salary as well as by a portion of the profits



