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the colirts were liable to, be intimidated by an infiuantWa suitox,
it being au ancient rule of Our constitution tuat the mibject Who
failed to obtain justice in the ordinary courts mîght in all cases
petition to the. King to exercise his Moal prerogative in hi$ be-
hall. As. the. Empire increased, this right hma been gradually ex-
tended to ail the King's subjecte. Thome residlng in the United
Kingdom have apparently found the. eustom of pwesenting their
petitions to the King in Parliameut t1w nîcet convenient, and
this practice is now confirmed by statut., the. Hous. of Lords
being the court of luat reaort for the United Kingdom. The
King's subjecta beyond the seas, on the other hand, found that
their petitions wore more speedily heard if addressed te the
King in Council, which kas thus gradually become the tribunal
of~ final appeRI for India and the. Colonies. The. statutes wbich
have been enacted f rom, time to time regulating the power and
procedure of the. Council are of a most interesting eharacter
and clearly reflect the. popular opinion of the day. On. of the.
most interesting is that of 24 Henr VIII., passed ini 1532, whioh
provides " that appeals ini such eaues as have been used to b. pur-
sued to the Se. of Rome, shal not; b. from, benceforth taken, but
within this reai."

The power thus conferred upon the Council of heariug ap-
peals in ail cames w'as greatly abused, and by statute I., Charles
I., ch. 10, passed in the year 1646, it is enacted that neither Ris
Majesty or Privy Council have any jiirisdicetion or power to draw
into question any matter of any of the. subjeets of this Kingdon,
but that tiie same ouglit to bc tried in ordinary courts of law,
thus transferring the. appeihite authority of the King in the.
United Kingdom froin the Couneil to the Parliament nr House
of Lords. It wiIl b. noticed Iliat the words of this statute do flot
apply to the Ring's subjects outuide the. United Kingdom, and
in thu. same year we flnd mention made in the records of the
Couneil of proceedings iD a matter ltom the. Island of Guernsy.
The Coun.i v,,- put on its present basis and the. Judicial Cern-
niitte. formed by 3 & 4 Wm. IV., 1833, and by subsequent
statutes jurisdiction ha% been given to the. Judicial Committee in


