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set. And hoe had somnething, tee, Of
his father's vitality.

Every six menthe the father
visited himu at the sehool. 'And
Il(ie nver failed tg) impres-s uipon
himi as they walkped in the fields wliere
the wild birds8 sang and the floyers
gave up their per urne that motney
wax the groat power and the groat

scoain the world, and that one
miuet have a great dlt ef it.

Ile was i]n the habit o! thinking of
this sion as a mliiioira power
in thec world o!f finane, and the vision
pleasxed hi11 mightlyv. The ambition
1heilnged to) himcif as w'ell, hiowever,
(d1st huw eouffi lie have worked se
hiard. Aroiurd that phrase: "I have
'MlV iy eu life, lo live," h.v liad built hie
rray 'natter. Hoe hiad now s(eeral

busieesuon hie hais wilich teok
up airneet has entire tinie. A\ inakidenl
siator bad been installed a., hie lieuise-
keeper, and she gave himi thrât sort
o! animal loyalty and constant couni-
try mympathy whiolh pertained to sucli
kiilahip and the provincial admiration
for money power.

With inceasing years lie foand lier
invaluablo as a companion. Iii one
instance ho prevented lier possible
makrriaige, snd sh. submittod easily te
hix wishes when ho explainied that& the
inani wax net quite aatisfactory, and
that there would be many better
chanceps. lHo advised lier to fmnd more
frienda8 of lier own soi and age. Some-
timesq o! a nigrlit hoe took lier te the
theatre. lie preiferred comie opera
and broad humour, and laughed good-
naturodlly. Certainly people miglit
have taken himi for a philanthr>pist.
His aister always had the feeling of
protecting him frein ether designing
women. Slhp disliked the idea of his
marrying agaiin. Since lie did not
spen' toecare about women, he gave
lier littie, reason for uneasiness in the
maLter. if sho manufaetured it-that
wILS for lier own entertainient.

Things kept on apac for fourteen
more breathiess y-eans, with Robert
flatter stili hasiening threugh has
ploasures and hLs ineals. Even in what
lie called relaxation haste liad become

a habit with him. He had now ac-
cumulated hall a million dollars. Ilis
son graduated from the university,
and lie put huxu in business up Northi
in, whieh lie had invested seventy-fivo
thousand dollars. Ail his life hie had
scen really littie of the boy, scareely
knew him, indeed. The advice lie
gave him entering business life w.,
firm, forcible and to the point, and hie
seemed to take it tu heaýrt. lio sent
a trusted clerk with him to help im
conduet the business, but was raLlier
prend wheu in six months his son
wrote that lie no longer needed this
mani but feit entirely capable of ia»n.
ning things hinisei. At his end,
Roebert Ilatter was als busy as evear.
Hoe had corne to look uipon every houri
as an entîty representing so mucli
material advantage tu hin. }il i
health, however, was no longer what
it badl once been.

A year and a hall of initiation in
business, and Robert flatter, Jr., inar~.
ried. Oddly enougli, the wvoman had
quietly divorced him before hi% father
had a chance te see lier. Shortly al-
ter the business in the North went
unexpectedly bankrupt, and Robert
flatter, Jr., came home. He blanied
it on the woman, bad advice, and in-~
evitable conditions, and the father 1*e.
lieved him. For pleading hia Own
case thus, lie reflected, and flomellow
poignantly, the saddenod aspect of his
mother, tliough sadnoss liad lime part
in his general character. Besides, the
matter was somewhat swept away
wlien Robert flatter suffered a slight
apoplectic atroke. One armi and one
ahoulder were disabled. Ho kept the
boy at home, teaching him the hand-
ling of his different interests. Ini a
few months' time lie, himsif, had re
suimed as far as was possible ail of his
former activities. Then it bocaine ne-.
cessary for him to go te tlie f ar East
te establisli an expert trade ini a cer-
tain comxnodity and look over som
mining prospects in China. The trip
miglit restore lis healtli, lie thoeugut.

He stayed away a yoar, spending
the last six montha of it in the in-
terior. Coming back te Shianghlieh


