Fox faid, he withed 0 wrou-
i

&

He con-

uld be bu: a few.

2d 1t 20 be 2 queftion of 2 conititu-
viroz] matere,

wiich

manner in
He

r, feel 2 liude fur-

2s wo the

izmented there had been any difcus-
iinn on the Addrefs, on 2 former ncca-
fion. e bimfelf began the difcuflion.
He couid not blame himfelf for having
done o, nor was there any thing faid
uron that occafion, that was in the
lealt degree to be lnmented. Upon
the quefiion now before the Commit-
tee, ke confeifed be hzd forne doubts.
Hic mind was ready to vote the pre-
fent, as well as any ocher number of
feamen. He was a5 ready 1o voie one
nwmber as another, and that was the

RS

thing that made him doubt, be-
citie he thought the Houfe was called
uponihe vote in the dark: that they
‘had no better reafons for voting 10,
010, than for voring 20,000 or 100,
000. His objefdon, " however, was
. of a2 confiitutional nature, for he
Cthought thar by this courfe they were
called upon o Tenounce the whole of
their duty to their confiitwents, and
to give unlimited confidence tw the
King's Minifters, It was the undoubted
prerogative of his Biajeflty to make
Peace or War—he agreed with bis
Hen. Friend, Mr. Trancis, upon the
* fubje&t of interference of Parlimment in
_ these fubjedts, for that we were bound
by the aéts of Government, asa party
isbéand by the a&t of his agent, .and
that the only fecurity the public had
was in the refponfibility of Minifiers.
- If therefore, there was this power gi-
__Ven to.any Sovercign who may be iil
“ " advifed, and furely the hiftory of this
Country -that -fuch a « inay be,” was
-nota bare poffibility,to invoivé a whole
. People in awar,’ the neceflicy of which
. they hiad'no means of confidering, and
by which grear part,perhaps the whole
of their- property

1

»
riend near him had

was loft, and their

THE BRITISH-AMERICAN REGISTER,

lives. depending only on their own
courzge, there thould be fome check
fomewhere in the hands of the peo-
ple; and fo there was in Engtand,
but that was 2 check which was falt in
praltice, althoughithad in theory no
exifience, for his Majefty had the un-
Sounded right of either making war,
by which his people might be des-
royed, or peace by which ther
imight be enilaved, bur .in LEngland
there was a check on  the Prince
who might be thus ill-advifed. What
'was this check? It was the power
tof with-holding the meansof carry-
fing on dclfirudive projefts; that
iwas the Privilege of Parliament;
and that was effeftually done by with
holding the purfe—and that made the
Houfes of Parliament fo important to
this country, for although they have
i nelther prerogative of Peace or War,
nor conftitutionally, influence over
peace or war, yet by the pradlical ef-
fect of the difpofal of money by the
prerogztive of the purfe, they had a
very confiderable check on the conduét
of war or the maintenance of Peace:
both . Houfes had. this’ power,. but
now more emphatically the Houfe of
Commons. With refpelt to the pre-
fene Adminiftraiion, and: the condi-
tions of the peace of Amiecns, he was
one of thofe who do not aduiit that if
this bufinefs fhould terminate in war
therefore it is prima_faciz evidence that
the peace 6f Amiens was not a good
peace. He faid that the Peace of A-
miens was a good . Peace, and that
the terms of it weré eligible to us, what-
ever may be the event of the prefent
Negotiation or Difcuflion.” By good
terms, he did not mean in’comparifon
with what fome other perfons might
have fuggefted, but eligiblein compa-
rifon with the alternative, which was
that of continuitig the War.  As to
the expreflion ‘of his - Hon." Triend,
that” ours ‘was a~ Government from
which all the ability - of the Country
was excluded, and as fuch was the cafe




