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A SURGEON IN ARMS

is about one hundred yards. Saps are trenches
extending out into No Man’s Land, and used
for observation purposes or for listening posts.
They may end in craters, or large cavities in
the ground, made by the explosion of mines.

Dugouts are cavities off from the trenches,
connecting with them by narrow passages.
The dugout proper is a cavity, small or large,
used for living in and for protection from shell
fire. They may be superficial, having only
two or three feet of sandbags—more properly,
bags of sand—for a roof; or they may have a
roof ten to forty feet in thickness. But the
term is often used carelessly for any kind of
shelter at the front.

At dusk and dawn the men usually “stand
to,” that is they stand, rifle in hand, in the
trenches ready to repel any attack of the

enemy. During the dark hours the men take

part in working parties, or fatigues, to bring

in water, clean the mud from the trenches,

carry rations or ammunition, and dig holes or

dumps in which munitions, flares, or equip-

ment are stored. Fatigues are rather disliked
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