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WEST YORK.

MEETING AT KLEINBERG.

Fon, Mr. Howland’s explanations—
His conduet endorsed &c, &c.

From our own Reporter.

About one hundred and fifty of the lead
ing Reformers of the Riding of West
York assembled on Friday afternoon at
Kleinberg, to hear the explanations of
the Hon. William P. Howland, their re-
presentative, relative to the course he has
pursued in taking office in th eUnion Gov.
ernment. The meeting was convened
at McKay's Royal Exclhange Hotel, and
was a complete success. About 3 o'clock
the meeting was organized, by Mr. Bur-
gess, of Kleinberg, taking the chair. The
Hon. Mr. Howland being called on, ad-
dressed the meeting as follows :

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen—It af.
fords me great pleasure to have the op-
yortunity of once more meeting you. The
duties of my office have not been incon-
siderable, and have been so important
and onerous, Mr. Chairman, that I have
been fully occupied with the public mat-
ters devolving on me, and although 1
was very desirous of meeting you on my
return from England, still there was such
an accumulation of work in the depart.
ments that bave I never found time to ad-
dress you, without meglvctinz the public
interest and work that should be done, 1
think, Mr. Chairman, that it will not be
tedious or unprofitable if I occupy a little
of your time in making a few remarks on
what has been done since first the connee-
tion between you and myself was formed.
Nearly ten years have passed over our
heads gince yon chose me to represent
you in the legislature of the country. At
that time there were great and important
questions which excited deep interest in
the country, and which we all felt re-
quired the attention of public men, and
great and important changes were re-
quired to place the country in a happy
and prosperous condition. We felt that
at that time an injustice was being done
Upper Canada in her representation, |
concurred in that view, and a majority of
the pople acquiesed in my decision Tucn
we nad the uncqual expenditure of pube-
lic money between Upper and Lower Can-
ada. Then we bhad another question
which created mnch excitement—t' e
Bchool question and sectarian grants, and
yet another question, viz: that of the
Grand Trunk Railway and the claims
they were pressing on the government of
the country for settlement.  Another
question was that of the York Roads,
On all questions which were up at that
time people held specinl views, and 1
think we will all agree that the solution
arrived at has becn a desirable one, and
one that will be for the interests ot the
country, and although a modest man my-
self I think 1 ean claim a share of the
work done in company with those gentle-
men who formed a part of the govern-
ment in which Taceepted office. Among the
first of my duties to which I would reter
was the introduction of a Bill establishing
Bouadary Lines in these townships and
a setticment of which was mueh desired
by the people.  Although that Bill, save
1o yourselves, was of winor importanee,
#till when it was before the House the
Commissioner of Crown Lands said to me
“really Mr. Howland the people of your
riding in asking for this Bill have shown
much wisdom, and from its passage good
and beneficial results will flow.” The
next important question was that i re-
gard to the settlement of the Postal Sule
sidy in conr cticn with the Grand Trunk
Railway.  When I entered the govern.
ment with the Hon. Geo. Brown in 1864
I found that they had  agreed
to institute a commission to scttle the
differences between the Grand Trunk and
the Government, and I had a great deal
of apprehension in my mind, knowing the
power and inflaence of the Grand Trunk,
and I made 1t a special condition for my
own security, for the responsibility would
r 8t mainly on me a8 Post Master Gereral,
that I should have the privilege of nam-
ing the chairman of that commission as
security to myself and in the intesests of
the public. That commission sat for two
months, Parliament being in session du-
ring that period, and Ican assure you that
on me developed a great rmount of labor,
for I bad not only the ritting of Parlia-
ment but also the sessions of that com-
wission toattend to. 1 had able assist
ance from the Deputy Postmaster Gene
rel, & most experienced and  relinble
officer. The commission went eluborately
into the matter of postal rem ineration to
the railways, and 1 found .c was one
which the rilways had endeavoured to
force extortionate claims from the Gov-
ernment. The object was evidently to
obtain contributions from the Government
not based on the value of the work per-
formed. Of eourse thege things had to be
discussed, and I finally, when the report
of the commission was ready, took it up
and'reported what I thought would be
proper remuneration in proportion to the

tion the railways had to fill and the

service they had to perform. 1 got the
acquiescense of the Government and
since that time the railways have entered
into contracts baseu on it, and thus the
whole matter amicable settled. 1 think
that you will acceed me, that I have the
right to congratulate myself upon the
saccessful solution of the difficulty. The
next thing was that of denling with the
York roads matter, which 1 considered
specially my duty, not only as a public
question, but your interest being dircetly
at stake, I felt it my duty to protect it. A
settlement of the question was not effected
without difficulty, but the course which
wan then taken, as you know, was most
satisfactory, and one which has since
proved that the roads can be improved
aud will furnish & large revenoe
to the country over and above
axpenditure. hen frmh-lm-n. the
ereat political questions have been solved
by the Confederation of these Provinces,
bnd I think we all have a right to con.
tulate ourseiveson what is going. |
think, to place the country in a superior
position, and if fa’rly earried out the good
results and advantages flowing from it
will make all sections matisficd. To this
measure of Confederation we in Upper
Canada had no organized opposition, and
although we all thought it was desiralile,
still it was not so in Nova Scotin and New
Brupswick. The feeling against the
measure was at first very strong in those

slaces, and its defenders had 1o fight a

rd battle to obtain it. We took every
means in our power in endeavouring to
bring about a union, and with that ohject
we sent down Mr. George Brown, -m{ he
told them that they must throw away
every petty f eling of envy and jealousy
1o attain the union. He represented to
Mr. Tilley, saying, * You must forget past
party strife, set axide party noes and all
past differences, for the only question is
are your ple for the union or against
it.”  In Nova Scotia he did the same. He
said that all rny questions were now at
' =4 on these representations

itered on the battle

' have since ;ucceed-
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Hon. W. P. Howland before his Constituents.

ed in getting the people to sustain th 'm
in carrying out the measure. T'he.eis
another point which I wish to call to your
minds. Mr. Brown and Mr, Mowat urged
on me to tnke the latter's place in the
cabinet on his going out. J did that, I
came back to you to submit my course,
and [ am happy to say that I received
generous treatment at your hande, and
was returned by acclamation  Subse.
quently my friend, Mr. Brown, hiad ceriain
differences, on which he thought it his
duty to leave the Government. I did not
agree with his opinion, and contended
that it was extremely unfortunate in view
of the dunger*that by taking that course
all the work would be lost, for any rup-
ture at this point would have operated
strongly against us in Nova Scotia, and
at the turning point to suceess all wounld
be wrecked.  After every means used
proved fruitless, I found mysell in
a very respongible position. My colleague,
Mr. McDougall, was in the West Indies,
and 1 stood alone, not only alone but with
my eaptain and leader having deserted
the ship. I telt that in view of the effict
on the country and the attainment of our
ohject and the position of the party, that
I onght not to decide until I gave
miatters more attention and consulted my
fellow-members in the IHouse. I at once
referred to them, and they in Upper
Cannda gaid, i you go out the question ot
Contederation will be thrown over and
the same point will never again be arrived
at. 1 proceeded west and met the mem-
bers of our party and, on hearing their
views [ decided to hold on to the ship,
I took that course and the result has becn
that we have gone on, and as far as the
conrse pursued by the Government is eon-
cerned, there has been but one feeling,
and that was to contend for the attain-
ment of that objeet, and we have finally
met with guccess.  We have now got, in
accordance with our own degire, a Union
of these Provinees. Her Majesty  the
Queen and the I'nperial Parlisment have
united thege eolonies and given ns a new
constitution for our government.  That
was put in foree by a proclamation issued
on the first day of the present month,
The effcet of that proclamation was to put
an end to the Government as before consti-
tuted and an end to the political existence
of those gentlemen holding seats in the
government of the country, and all ques-
tions which they were called upon to des
cide being terminated for the time being,
Therefore on the 1st of July it became
necessary fora government to be formed
for this new Confederation, and I wish
you to understand, in the first place, that
our Governor General having the preroga-
tive of the Crown, it is his daty 1o sclect
one person to form & government to in-
angurate this new system, and I may say
further, that the person charged with do.
ing this occupicd a different position from
one under ordinary circumstances. Urnder
the latter they have the representatives
of the people in the House, the result of
publie opinion, and from which loly is
would be his duty to form such a govern-
ment.  But here there was no parliament
in existence, and the ease was an extra-
ordinary one.  Mr. Macldonald there-
fore proposed to eall to his aid gen.
t'emen from each of the provineos, who
might be held to be reprosentatives of the
majority of the people who were in fuvour
of union and who had becnmain'y instru-
mental in bringing to a successtul issue
the Confederation of the Biitish North
American Provindes.  The eonstitution of
the country Laving been gettled and de-

fised by the imperial act of Union
there  was  no  politieal  question
a° itsie  lelore the people.  They

have now great and practieal questions
to deal with. By the hnperial Act the
debt which is represented by obligations
abroad is assumed by the general govern.
ment. We have other classes suclias our
municipal loan fund, and various funds
Leld by the government for objects of a
public nature, amounting to over 6,000 ..
000.  These have to be assumed by Up-
perandiLower Canada, and the govern-
ment hias to degide as to what portion
is to fall to Upper Canada, and what to
Lower Canada, and to apportion tne
assets appertaining to those debts.  Tue
pext matter is to make uniform the laws in
reference to taxation, postal laws, admin-
istration of eriminal justice, for g the
pros e nt time they are earried out separate
in each provinee, and till parliament ree-
tifies it these laws witl remain in foree,
Knowing, Mr. Clinirman the very impor-
tant duies of the new government, 1 toel
a natural interest in the course ol forna-
tion of Loth the general and loeal governs
ments.  Previous to my leaving En-
gland, my desire was to retire to ny
family and live a quict life, for T ln-
gun to feel that T had performed ny
share of lubour, anl it was my desire and
wish to do so, and 1 did not change that
desire till we had a meeting of those who
reprosent a great body of the people. After
Lord Monck's arrival in the country ho
called on Sir John A, Macdonald to select
acabinet, and the latter accordingly re
quested the delegstes  from the Lower
Provinees to  come to Ottawa.
Mr. Macdonald  gaid, now  we
have nojolitical question to discuss, Tam
prepared to form a government that will
fairly represent the great body of the peo-
ple, and with that ereed  he pressed on
me to give my co-operation. I may ray
that 1 always felt that the principies held
by the Reform party must conduce to the
good government of the country.  Upon
consulting with those who represent our
own party in the Lower Provinces, they
said. “ We have given our people to un-
derstand that there is only one question,
and that is, will you support us in uniting
these Provinees; we have had many
agninst us, and from the porition that we
now occupy we can't go back to Nova
Scotia or New Brunawick and say that
beenuse Mr. Macdonald is a Conservative
in local politics in Upper Canada we
refuse to perform this duty.  We have
been supported by Congservatives and Re-
formers, nnd theretore we all accord and
unite with men who have joined together
honestly to work in putting the machin-
ery of Confederation in order.  1f we did
otherwise we would be doing an injustice
to those Conservatives who stood by us
when we fought for Confederation”  Mr,
Mucdonald therefore formed the Govern-
ment, having five from Ontario, four
from Quebee, and two each from the Mar-
itime Provinces, all acting in harmony
and ready to set the machinery in motion,
He was willing that the Reformers in On-
tario have three at the Council board, and
the Conservatives two, and taking those
in the lower provinees into the Govern-
ment made it seven o gix.  The responsi-
bility then rested with me, whether or
not to acquiesce in such an arrangement,
In the first place if 1 said no, the Reform
party in Upper Canada would stand alone,
opposed by Mr. Cartier's party of fifty-
five out of the sixty-five members allotted
to Lower Canada, and by twelve out of
the fifteen members from New Brunswick'
and by all those representing the union
party of Nova Scotia. We would meet
with every oprmi'ion. Mesers. Tupper,
Archibald, and Tilley, who had mantully
fought the battle with us would be ar-
rayed against us, and, in fact, our only
ally would be Mr. Howe of Nova Scotia,
who has fougln against us, and who has
declared that he would go to the borders,
and himselt and every son he has should
die rather than submit to the measure.
W should have to join with Mr. Smith, of
New Brunswick, who was deadly opposed
to union. Now no man could get upa ques-
tion to erecte such a difference, for there
was nothing to contend about. We have
.

six or seven Reformers, who lave
contended for these principles for years,
and that we should again be in the' mi-
nority, and raise agitation, which would
injure our credit, I say I could not be re-
sponsible for such a course, and although
being desirous of retiring from public life,
still seeing the respensibility, I felt that 1
was J not 2 at liberty to shirk it. I
thought the public good would be Lene-
fited by it, nmr I shall have to appeal to
yYou, my friends, to ark you thatm
course be endorsed and suatained. 1 thin
you can see that no injustice has been
done to the Reform  party.—
seo  mirrepresentations  in the
prees which place us at a great disadvan-
tage. We have only one leading expon-
ent of reform views, and its statements
being wholly at the will of one man, no
control being exercised cver him, and
that exponent getting into the hands of
friends they have not as yet had the oppor
tunityot seeing the other side of the ques.
tion.  Till Lord Monck ecame out nobody
was in & position to give any statements
a8 to the eourse which would be pursued
by the Government. In the formation of
the Government I think we have made
important changes. The financial de-
partment was formerly compoged of four
sub-departments.  1st. The Inspector-
General's or book keeping deparment ;
the Auditor-Gieneral's or checking depart-
ment ; the customa, cana! tolls and thet
of excise and stamps; all these depart-
ments were under the Minister of Finance,
In England they have found, by experi-
ence, that it is impossible for one man to
examine and enquire into cares aff cting
the righte and interests of parties in the
countrs, quite impossible to give a thor-
ough examination before action is taken,
and it has been felt and  comp'ained of
that sub heads of departments had powers
which should not be exercised by saluried
officers. In England the departments of
Government are managed by under seere-
taries of gtate, who are political heads, re-
gpomsible to the people, and we have here
changed the system, and have taken from
the finance department, that of customs
and excise, from which sourecs are derived
the principal part of the publiec revenue,
The Minister of Finanee will have
control of the Inspector Generals and
Audit Departments, Mr. Tilley, a gentle-
men of great experience in customs mat-
ters will have chiarge of that department.
The Excise Department and Stamps is
laced under my  direction. Then we
{mw the Receiver General or Treasarer,
and the four offices 1 have named will
form the Treasury Board, and instead of
the financial policy of the country biing
wholly under the control of one person, all
questions will now be submitted to the
Board, who will be responsilile for the
measure.  Itis a dedided improvement,
it will canse all questions to have a more
careful consideration than formerly and
greatly insurea full and goarching dis
cu gion before being Lrought before Par-
linment, I notice another charge made
in the press that there are two Seeretaries
and that their duties will be less than
those of the ene person who fi led that
oflice before.  The Feeretary of State will
Lave the same duties to perform that ap-
pertained heretofore to the Provineial
Sceretary, and in addition the admininis-
tration of Indian Affuirs anl Ordinance
Lands will be placed under his control,
The relations between the leeal and genes
ral governments will devolve on the Pro-
vincial Seeretary of State, and the char-
acter of those duties will be very different
from those lately performed by the Pro-
vincial Seerctary.  Having now plieed
before you the principles upon which the
present government hias been formed and
the duties that arc imposed upon them, 1
appeal with confidence to your judgment
and intelligence to enfirm the ¢ourse
which I have thought it my duty to pur
sue, [Loud cheers |
It was then moved by Mr. Jolin MeCal-
Jum, and seconded by Mr. Wm. Steven.
son, ' I'hat this meeting hiag heard with
much gatisfaction the explanations made
by the Hon. W. P. Howland, with regard
to the hourse pursued Ly himself and eol-
leagues in the late government, and this
mecting fully  endorses  hig conduct as
being consisient and in harmony with the
principles laid down by him wher e ‘cok
on himself the responsibility  of office.”
The motion was then put to the meet-
ing, and was carried amid lond cheers.
After the meeting had  been,  ad-
dressed by Mr. 1. 8. Howland and others,
It was then moved by Mr Juffray, and
geeomded, That a requisition be drafted
ealling on Mr. 1. 8, Howland to allow
himself to be placed on nomination, and
that Messrs. Thos. Grahame, Mr. MceCal-
lnm and the mover be a committee to
draft the same.  Carried unanimously.

It was then moved by Mr JohnWalker,
seconded by Alexander Gongh.

“That this meeting pledges itself to
use every exertion to secure the return of
the Hon. W. P. Howland at the ensuing
eleetion for the West Riding of York."”

The resolution, on being put, was car-
ried without a dissenting voice,

On motion, Mr. Burgess then left the
chair, and it was taken by Mr Jaffray,
and a vote of thanks to the chairman
having been passed for his eonduet in the
chair, Hon W. P, HHowland rose an! said
—Before separating we have caunse to re-
joice at the suceessful conclusion of the
Confederation scheme, which was now in
foree, and by which British power in
these provinces was 8o happily consoli-
dated, bringing, as it does, with one body,
with one united people, the four great
Provinces composing British North Amer-
ica, and we eannot but have reason to
congratulate ourselves on the good feeling
of the people and Government of Eog-
land, who have evinced a desire to accord
us what they consider for the good of
this country. 1 myself thank this meet-
ing for the opinion you have formed of
my conduct.

Mr. H. 8. Howland—Before you sit
down sir, | wish to ask you whether it is
A fact that the ministers of the Crown are
to receive $8,000 per year?

Hon. Mr. Howland—We have not the
power to fix any such salaries. It will be
for the Parliament of the country to ar-
range that. Itis an utter falsehood, and
I desire to say that such a thought has
never crossed the minds of the gentlemen
composing the Cabinet, The ministers
will receive no higher salaries than at
present, and [ am quite certain that no
such sum or any increass whatever has
been thought of.  [Cheers.)

Three cheers were then given for the
Hon. Mr. Howland, the Government and
Her Mujesty, and the meeting broke up.

MEETING AT WESTON.

Mr. Brown on the Platform.
MR. HOWLAND'S EXPLANATIONS

ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION

From our own Reporter,
The Hon. Mr. Howland addressed a

Iarge meeting composed principally of the
Bog:nneu residing at W't:-wn “‘v vicini-

ty, on Baturday afterncon, at Eagle's Lo

tel, in that place. Through rome mistake, . Mr. Peterr(llb.on wﬁ c-h( sen to act as

the meeting which was called for two
o'clock, did not orgunize till three, the
Hon. George Brown and several of his “pet
lambs” Leing with him  from this city.
During the morning one of these latter
had been  busily engaged in  collecting
supporters of the Brown party in that
section, in order that the meeting would
be carried sgainet Mr. Hlowland, but so
few of that element are there in the Rid-
ing, that the «ffort was completely fuile,

On motion of Mr. J. P. Bull, Mr. Wads-
worth was moved to the ehair, although
Mr. Tyrell objected, #tating that as Mr,

Wadsworth was a Conservative he had
no right to be called on to preside at a
meeting supposed to be one of Reformers.,
The chair having Leen taken, the chair-
man read the plueard ealling the meeting,
-'nd called on Mr. llowland to address
them.

Hon. Mr. Hlowland spoke at consider-
alle length, going over the pointa in his
Kleinberg speech referring 1o what he had
done in Puriinment sinev elected, and cun-
cluded by explaining the principles on
which the government had been formed,
and how great the dunger would have
been had he deserted the government in
the Lour ot guccess. The hionourable gen-
tleman was loudly and repeatedly ap-
plnuded during the course of Lis remarks,

The Hon. George Brown lLeing called
on occupied the attention of the meeting
for an hour and a half, during which
time he endeavoured to shiow that by par.
ty government alone thould a country le
governed. e adverted 10 the course he
pursued in the Warhington negotiation,
and defended the course that e had tuken
in resigning Lis position. e questioned
Mr. Howland on the $8,000 salary question
which that gent'eman very pointedly and
explicitly denied, Mr. H. stating that the
first hie had geen of it was in the Globe,
which was bad authority., Mr. Brown,
after a few general remarks, accused Mr.
Howland in a very «ffenvive manner of
Laving taken Jolin A'w <hilling.

Mr. Howland gaid that he would take
no such insu'ting remarks from even Mr.
Brown, who had gene with both Toryand
Ketorm partice when it suited Lim. | Loud
applauge | The lutier knew well that the
gtatement was an incorrect one. No ine
crease over the present sularies of the
ministers was intended, and that the mat-
ter, whatever was done, would have to
have the sanction ot Parliament. [Ap-
plause. |

Mr. Brown declared that he did not ir-
tend to make any insinnation against Mr,
How and 8 characer,

Mr. Edward Bluke asked Mr, Howland
whether he eliimed both the support of
the Reform and Consavative party,

Mr. Howland, in roply, said that he
did not beliowe in party government, un-
loss tounded on gound proeip es, and that
certninly he expected the Reform and
Conservat,ve party to give the noc ssary

support to the new eons'i u'ion. (Cheers.)

Mr. D Mactarlin: then jrocecded to
the platform, and in a sharp and pitly
gpeech, which completely corried — the
mecting, detenled the course whiel Mr.
Howland hind taken,  He rogrotted to see
that o tow of the R foru er: were dirpo ed
to overthrow their reprosor tative, “I'Ley
lod ene who hed fathul’y s rved them
for ton veara, and a. a Dst w0 no caree
of complaint had ever been riis d, and vo

prect was bis populority thot st tiel ot
Jection Yewas rtumn gty aceun ation.
It was rather st e Lo sec tat wlen
gnvman in the Letomm ety stiuined
cuomenee that he w s et Ked 1y the
€ obe, througl, “thre melies anld cnvy,
| heers ] e wenlercd atitand wassur
) vised that & men ike Mr Brown should
e tar to@t  liusdt as o sttick
one who at leest b d condutod Limsdlf

in a quict and gertemanly nenodr,
compared  with - Mr. Biown, who did
pothing  but  fly  with & nege—

Mr. Brown hind ealled Mr. H. my “Lononr-
atde triend,” but that was as fur as it
went., Lhey eould ok Lack yenrs oo,
when Mr Brown had soughit to desiroy Lis
own party, and the fact wus that Mr.
Brown must be the “groat Tam™ Limself,
or evervthing would go wreng. | Loud
Cheers | Me. Brown Lad endeavoured to
ruin the character of every good and use-
ful man in the country, indecd he would
ruin the country isclt. Mr. Macfurlune
was sony to sceonewho pretended to be a
reformer coming 1o the mecting, and at-
tuckinge Mr Howland, who bad made
such n(‘r‘«-z.r, lueid, and stin'phiforward
explination. [Appleuse.]  Mr Prown's
#pech would Jook well in the Glle, Lut
he might make up I's mind t'at the Re-
formers of the West Kiding of York wou!d
teach wim [Mr. B | that the would support
the Hon, W.P. Howlsnd  [Loud cheers ]
Mr. Macfarlane then moved, sceonded by
Mr. Allen Gray, “That this meeting,
having heard the explanations of the
Hon. W. P. Howland, pledges itsclf to nse
every exertion to secure his return for the
representation for the West Riding of
York.”

On the motion Leing put forty-five
hands were held up in tuvour of it, and
only eight against it, the chairman pro-
nounced the motion carried amicet great
applause.

A vote of thanks to the chairman was
tl.en moved and carried, whom Mr. How-
land stated he had special reason to thank
as that gentleman had proposed him at
the last e¢lection, and the meeting broke
up with choerstor Mr. Howland, the gov-
ernment and the Queen,

Mr. Brown and Lis*“ pet lambs” then
sreturned to Toronto considerably dis-
comfited, and, no doubt, convinced that
the Relormers of West York wiil con-
sider great political questions themeel-
ves without being influenced by the ar
Litrary dictates of the Globe.

WEST YORK,

—_—

MEETING ON THE THIRD
CONCESSION.

ddress of the Hon. W. P. How-
A . B —ie Memtarks Well Me.
e welection of Delegates to
the Convention.

From our own Reporter.

A meeting of the Reformers of the
Township of York was held at the York
Tavern yesterday afternoon, for the pur-
pose of electing delegates to the conven-
tion shortly to be held, at which it is pro-
posed to Lring out candidates for the Rid-
ing of West York, for the House of Com.
mons and the Local Legislature. The
proceedings commenced at half past five,
at  which time there were twenty-
three persons present, but this num-
ber, before the meeting closed
was swelled to  about filty, The
meeting had been called by hand bills
circulated through the township but hiav.
ing no name attached thereto. The Hon,
W. P. Howland was present,

Cajpt. Snyder opened the meeting “y
announcing the olject for which it hal
been called. He then moved that the
Reeve of the township, Mr. B. Ball, jry
take the chcir, which was unanimousl;

adopted. :

Secretary.

The chairman staiel that the meeting
had been called in order that the Reform
electors of the west portion of the Town,
#hip of York might have an opportunity
of chosing delegates to attend a conven-
tion at which candidates to represent
West York in  Lloth liouses would
be selected. He was glad to meet Lis
fellow eleciors, and trusted that they
would carefully perform the duty for
which they were assembled.

Mr. Armstrong desired to know if #imi-
Inr meetings had Leen held in other por-
tions of the riding.

The chairman said Le understond that,
with the exeeption of the township of
Vaughan, similar meetings had or were
now being held.

Capt. Snyder said that through some
earelessness or negleet a meeting had not
been held in Vaughan. In Etobicoke,
however, a meeting was now teing held,
The convention bad been fixed for to-
morrow, but in orler that Vaughan
might be reprosented they would post-
pone it for a weck,

The chairman then eaid there was a
gentleman  present who held an hon-
ourable position among them, as memler
for the riding, and at the presiont
time a member of the government of the
Dominion of Canada. He alluded to
Hon. W, P. Howland, and lLe had no
doubt the meeting would be glad to Lear
Lim. (Applause.)

Dr. Bull opposed the proposition. The
meeting had Leen called for a specific pur-
pose, and that purpose should Le carried
out at once. He would be Lappy to Lear
Mr. Howland afterwards, bat they slonld
first proceed with the clection of dele
gates,

Mr. Howland said he had no derire to
interfere with the business of the meeting,
Tle was perfeetly willing to adopt what-
ever course the clectors present wished in
the matter,

Mr. Peter (Gibgon moved that the Hon.
Mr. Howland be now requested to address
the meeting,

Dr Bull moved in amendment that the
mecting now proceed with the election of
Gelegates, and Lear Mr. Howland atrer-
wards,

Mr. T. H. Bull thought thie best course
to pursue was to Lear Mr. Howland first
It was contrary to British practice to con.
demn a man unheard. It the delegates
were choseu now some of them wight be
opposed 1o Mr. Howland, whereas it they
beard Lim first e felt sure all would be
eatisfied with Lis explanations e had
great pleasure in seconding Mr. Gibson's
motion.

The motion was then put and carried,
by a majority of fully three to one, and
the chairman requested Mr. Howland to
address the meeting,

Ihe honournble gentleman esme fore
ward and snid=-Mr. Cha rian and gen-
thmen, 1 eame here this sftervoon with
no intention er degire to address the
nmiecting, unless expressly roguested to do
80, and having been thus requested it
now atlords  me  great pleasure to
miect you and state my position to those
who have Litheito g0 cordinlly supported
me, and whose opinions I have always re.
epeeted. In view of the business to b
transacted 1 sliall be as brief as possible.
In the first place, eonsidering the potitical
troubles which formerly existed, 1 must
eonzratulate yon and you may congratue-
late yourse!lves on the present posivion of
wffirs, which, all must acknowledge, is
Lighly satistuctory. Al the questions
which at one time oceasioned &0 much
troulle are now settled, the evi's all re
booved, and eversthing bronght toa niost
satisactory conclusion.  The unuion is
now in operation, nnd these provinees are
formed into one, with one grand ol jeet
and one constitution for the entire count

v I, gentlemen, as you are all
aware, have had my #are in this
work. I have worked tor the Cnicn from

first to lust, and T am rejoiced that all we
Bought for hins been 89 sue ss ully acecmes
dished.  Without entering into detuils,

will g ve you a sketch of the evints
which led to thig result.  In 1862, the | e-
form party succe ded in defeating what
is generally known as the Macdonuld-Car-
tier Government, and Mr. Sandfield Mae-
conald was ealled on to torm an adminis-
tration, in which I had the honour of a
sut. My great oljeet in «ntering that
government was to economise and reduce
the expenditure of the country, and 1
may sately say that in this respect, as in
all others, no government we have ever
had, more completely or more fully v pre-
fonted the views of the Reform party,

Unortunately, however, we were
not  gupported or sustained. We had
the opposition of Mr. Brown, who,
also, has the e ntrol of the lead-
ing press of the party, and without
his support and that of his peper

we were unable to stand the force brought
aguinst us.  After the fall of that Govern.
ment the Conservatives again went into
power, but they were able to hold their
P sition for a ghiort time only, and then
the conlition of 1864 was formed. At the
time it was quite impossible for either
pnr'( to form a Government having the
confidence of the House, and a coalition
was therefore necessary. In no other
way could we have met the requirements
of the country. Thus the coulition was
formed and then the representatives of
the other Provinces were called in, and
the result of the conferences then held
was the Quebec resolutions, as they are
called. I was not a member of that con-
vention, and [ may freely eay that it I
had been I would have opposed some of
the resolutions, especially that regarding
the chosing ot members of the Upper
Houso. At tle same time 1 am
satisfied that no other basis could be ar-
rived at, and that the best arrangements
possible were come to under the circum.

stancer, A singular feature of this
matter is that though at that time
& conservat ve government was  in

power in England, they held that we
were making this branch of our Parlia-
ment too conservative. The delegates,
however, thought otherwise, and re-
mained firm in their views. This point
remained unchanged, and to the entire
scheme, as laid down by the delegates,
we received the acquiescence of the Impe-
rial Parlinment, and thus the union was
established, and a constitution formed tor
the four provinces which now compose
the confederation. 1 have no doubt that
the result of this measure will be to in-
crease our prosperity and importance, and
give our country a higher and more
weighty position than it has ever occu-
pied before.

A person named HHubertus here asked
why the grants from the Federal treasury
to Lower Canada had bern increased over
the rate fixed by the Quebee scheme,

Mr. Howland—The grant to Lower
Cavuada has not been incremsed. The
allowance to both Upper and Lower
Canada remains the same ag was fixed by
the Quebec resolutions. An increase,
however, was made in the grants to the
Maritime Provinces for the reason that
they sacrificed more than we did in com=
ing into the Union, and were entitled to
some coneideration in this respect. On
the first of July everything appertaining
to the goverrm: nt of these Provinces ter-
_minatel, and I ceased to be your repre-
sentative. As there can be no Interreg-

wum, as the country cannot be left w'ﬁf-
ut & Government, it became the duty of

His Excellency the Governor (leneral to
form a new Ministry at onc: to take the
place of the old one. He accordingly
called on 8ir John A. Macdonald to form a

Government  for the Confederation,
Sir John ecalled to lis assistance
gentlemen  from  the Lower Pro.

vinces, and they came to Ottawa to
consult with him. I may here state that
it was my desire to retire from political
life; T had performed faithiully a good
shiare of lnbonr and it would have been
more agreeable could 1 have withdrawn
and let some younger man take my place,
But Sir John Macdonald very truly eaid
that much had yet to be done, and that
the help of all partios was required to put
the scheme of Confederation into proper
order, and make it work saceessfully and
for the good of the entire country. lle
#8.id “ We are starting on a new exis-
tence and the government of this country
should therefore be composed of repre-
sentatives of all parties.”  Upon this he
acted and formed a government composed
of five members from Upper Cunada,
four from Lower Canada, two from
New Brunswick and two from Nova
Scotin.  The members from the Lower
Provinces have been Reformers all  their
lives, and went into Confederation and
tisked their politieal «xistence for ue.
They have the support of all their peo-
ple exeept those oppose to Confederation
out and out.  Messrs. Tilly, Tupper, Mite
chell and Archibald represent the popu-
lar opinion of their provinees, and for
that reason Sir John called them into the
Cabinet. The fought with us for Con.
federation, and did all in their power for
the pause, relying on us for justice and
proper dealing.  They felt it their duty
to neecpt the seats offered to them, and
they secordingly entered the government,
Under the circumstanecs no other course
could  be  pursued.  Certainly it
would have beem wrong  were  the
Reformers of Upper Canada. to oppose
those gentlemen who  Lad all along
worked with them, and had done g0 much
to Lring this grand result about. Looking
at the matter in this way 1 felt it my du-
ty to tuke the position off-red me, not-
withstanding the agitation raise¢ by Mr,
Brown. The interests of the country de-
manded it, and for those interests 1 sacri-
ficed pereonal desire and my own conve-
nience.  Messrs. Tilly, Mitchell, Archi-
bald, Keony and the others Lave been in
public life for many years, and in point of
alility and statesmanship they are equal
to any men in Canada.  They bave been
in the habit of piactising economy in their
affuire, and I am sure that in this respect

their influenee will exercise a Lenefie
cial «ffeet  in the new govern-
ment. It would  bhave  been unjust,

unfair and unwise to Lave refused to act
with them, and I for one, as a man of
honour, could not have been a party to
any such proceeding.  Some persons say
that we are ignoring our principles, and
they are raising a great cry aguiust coa-
lition but it is simply done for a purpose.
With the exeeption of Mr Blair, I am the
only member of the eabinet who asked
the ennsent of the people to the coursas
we saw fit to pursue in entering the coa-
lition of 1864 There has heen no general
election sinee the adoption of the Quibee
resolutions, but in taking office at the
time 1did T eame before my constituents
end was resclected by acclamation. |
am free toadmit that that authority did not
allow me toremain in the government after
the consummation of Contederation, 1

was ¢itin this to act upon my own judg.
went, Some persons say that I should
Liave asked the advice of my friends, Lat
men cecupying the position I have the
honour to Lold, and under the obligations
anl re -)|4|||,~i\-il|1i4'h Linding upon me, ean.
not act us private individuals 1 did not
accept office until T had given the matter
due and tull econsideration, and Lad scen
the necessity that existed tormy g0 do

ing. loaddition to this there was no
time tolose, A government had to be
formed, and 1 had neither the power nor
the time to consult friends a8 some  per-
sons suggest [ sliould have Jone. It even
would have been npeonstitutional and
out of all practice had soaght advice as
hing boen sageested. Onmy return from
England 'had a great deal of work to do,
and had no time 10 visit my constituents,
This may seem like neslect, but 1 rely on
the just consideration of my friends to ex

onerate me from all blame.  As soon as
possible T eonsulted with all the Reform
members of Parllament, and with one
single oxeeption  the opinion expressed
was, that if the party had a fair represen-
tation in the eabinet, they would support
it. That we have a fair ropresentation
you all know, and thercfore I felt certain
of being supported by my proty in what [
bhave done. 1 feel conscicus o having
done my duty, that I have worked for the
gm)d of the cnunlr_v, and | have “Very cone
filence in the result. My advice may

seem  like  that  of  an  interested
man, yet your interests and mine
are &0 bound up together that |

freely give it, feeling sure that you will
place no improper construction on my
motives. The people of this country oc-
cupy a position second to that of no coun-
ty in the Province. 1 have taken a course
which I teel is ‘or the interests of the peo-
sle.and no matter what others may think
will continue to pursue and maintain
that course. 1 know that any opposition
in this riding cannot be successful, and 1
therefore hope that no opposition will be
brought up, as it could ouly injure your
interets and the interests of the riding. [
hope there will be no colligion, no trouble
in your ranks. This may seem like in-
terested advice, yet it is honestly given,
and 1 hope will have its  weight
among  you. Before  resuming my
seat 1 wish to contradict a state-
ment  which  has  been mpde to
the effect that we have voted
ourselves a salary of $8000 per annum
each, This is entirely without founda-
tion. We have neither the power nor the
desire to do this ; our salaries must be
fixed by the house. We do not desire
any increase in the amount, on the con.
trary, we are most anxious to reduce all
outlay as much as possible and shall do
po. Fault is also found with us for hav-
ing subdivided the department of Finance.
Heretofore there have been four sub-de-
partments, all managed by one head, and
the past hias shown us that the work was
too much forone man to perform properly
and with advantage to the country.
Having  occupied the  position [
know what its duties are, and therefore
sunported the scheme of dividing the
duties. The work heretofor has often
been left in hands of sub officers, not 1e-
lrunnlhle to the people, and therefore a
change was necrssary.  Looking iuto the
English system | eame to the conclusion
that there should be a m-}nntu and re-
sponsible head for each department, and
upon my suggestion action was taken,
We have now four financial departments,
separate and distinet from each other, the
heads of which will form a Treasur
Board, before which all questions regard-
ing financial matters will be brought,
Capt. Snyder—Is Mr. Galt & member of
the rd ?
Mr. Howland=—Yes ; but ho has no
more power than the rest of us,
Dr. Bull—He is chairman, is he not ?

Mr. Howland—Ile is, but his power is
only the same as ours; he can do nothin,
without the sanction of the board.
thank you, gentlemen, for the patient
hearing you have given me, and trust
that my explanations have proved satis-
factory. I shall be happy to answer any
questions you may see fit to ask,

The honourabic gentleman then re-
sumed his seat amid applause,

Mr. J. P. Bull asked if Mr. Howland
thought that the party to which he be-
longed was strong enough of itself to form
& government,

The question was objected by several
partics, and Mr. Howland was requested
not to answer it,

Mr. J.P. Bull said his reascs for asking
the questions were, that he simply desired
to show that a coalition was a necessity.

Mr. Tyrell suggested the propriety of
adjourning ; there was no uae in electing
delegates when Vaughan had not done
80. The meeting was but a Lole-and-cor.
ner affair, of which proper notice had not
been given.

Mr. W. James said in Lis part of the
township they knew nothing of the meet-
ing, and he had Leard of it by the merest
chance,

Dr. Bull said the meeting had been
rroperly called. The Etobicoke meeting
1d been called in the same way ®

Mr. Howland said that as an elector of
Etobicoke lie must say that the meeting
there Lhad not been properly called. A
few Lills were posted in Weston, but out
in !'|n- township nothing was known of ir.

Capt. Snyder said an impression seem« d
to be entertained by some persons thet
the Reformers desired to throw Mr. How -
land overboard.  Such was not the case ;
hie believed Mr. Howland would be elect.
ed. Te was afraid, however, that John
A. would convert him and meke a con-
fervative of him as he had of others, He
Wak opposed to coalition, and would soou-
€r see an out and out conservative gov-
:-'rmnent than the present one. He would
ol course, gooner see B :

ment than any other, ¢ B~
A member—Yes
ministry I suppose,
Mr. Howland eaid he
state that one of
government was
throughout

another two days

bad omitted to
the great duties of the
to equalizs taxation

the  Contederation, In
the  Lower  Provinces they  had
such men  as  Howe and Smith,

who would oppose them as they lad
all along, especially in this question of
taxation. Those therefors who op|

the administration will ally themselves
wn.h such men as Howe, who a little
while ago said that but for the obligaticn
upon him he would shoulder his musket
against the Union, These men bitterly
0. pose the Government, and would do all
:rl) t)l,u-lr p,nlm‘r against it. He trusted

ey would exercise the j
and do what was b«sltl.dr W p—

.\lr_. J. P, Bull then moved, “ That this
meeting, having heard the explanations
of the Hon. W, P, Howland, C. B, in re-
ference to Lis Parliamentary course, des
Hires to express its full concurrence in the
same, and is of opinion that under exist-

ing circumstances he Las taken the most
Judicious course,” s

Alter a short diseussion the motion was
withdrawn, on the ground that the meet-
Ing was for the purpose of chosing dele
gates. From the exvressions of thore
present the resolution would have been

adopted by a large majority had it been
pat.

The election of delegates was the
ceeded with, when the following g:ﬂiz.-
men were chosen: Dr, Bull, Captain Sni-
der, Wi, Jackes, Wm, James Charles
Bridgland, Joseph Watson, Daniel Me-

Gregor, Josiph  Shenmn 1 \
and F. A Ho'wllud,.Q W PR—

':'l‘e mecting then broke up, the dele-
Eates to meet whenever Va

: ugha
representatives, o

s
GLOBULAR REPORTS.

We shall not cliarge the Globe with
falsehood, but we must say it is a master
of premeditated inaccuracy, Its roports
appear to be got up with the most careful
and studied incorrectness.  Its accoun's
of Mr. Howland's meetings are an out
tage on fairness and journalistie honour,
Mr. Howland's meeting at Weston it pro-
nounces a fizzle, and says that only 15
were present. There were nearly six
times that number—a fact whlc'h the
"'f""" afterwards relactantly  ade
mits — and of those, when the reso-
lutions were pnt to the meeting, Mr,
Brown and his gorillas were condemaed
by & vote of six to one. Again, Mr, Mac-
farlane, one of the oldest and most iofla
ential Refsrmers of the riding, is ridiculed
in the Globe, Liis speech mutilated and un-
fairly reported, and all because he dares
to think for himself, and refuses to desert
the man who has served the constituency
so long acd #o well. The (obe's mutilated
reportis as follows : —

“Mr. Macfarlane said he had not
studied politics much ; but he regretted
to see many of the Reformers—whom he
had been accustomed to go with—show-
ing a disposition to overthrow their re-
km'pvmvnlltive He regretted also that
Mr. Brown should have attacked one who
had conducted himeelf in so gentlemanly
a manner as Mr. Howland, and rushed
with such vehemence to strike at that
gentleman's defenceless head. [Laugh.
ter.”)

A true report of Mr. Macfarlane's
speech will be found in our issure of to-
day.

The stutement that the Weston meet
ing was principally Tory is another of the
(lobe's premeditated errors.

Mr. Brown's nice sense of honour isalso
show by an act with which he has before
been  charged—using information he
gnined as a cabinet minister for the pur-
pose of prejudicing the electors. This he
d'd on Sasurday last at Weston. A man
of honour would scorn to commit suchfa
breach of trust. But Mr. Brown's sense of
honour has rarely stood in the way his
succets. L

The meeting at York Tavern was also
migrepresented most grossly. The Globe
unblushingly announces that Mr, How-
land was denounced and repudiated by
those present. This statement is so far
from the truth that it can be the result of
nothing but a deliberate intention on the
part of Mr. Brown to deceive. The
meeting was called simply for the pur-
pose of  electing  delegates to
the West York Convention. The
Globe's report is entirely incorrect. Mr.
Howland was not denounced. Mr. How-
land was not repudiated. On the contrary
he himself was received with applause,
and his explanations gave perfect satisfac-
tion to the old and well-tried Reformers
of the Riding. Of his selection by the
Convention as their candidate for the
Commons there is no doubt. Despite the
opposition of Mr. Brown and the untruth-
ful and unman’ tements of his jour-

nal, Mr. How' eloction is sure. Mr.
Brown sho wbove using the lan.
guageof d st his old personal and
politica! nfair,unmanly as his
condv r. Howland, he is yet
pow TPt



