
]cst few years, there has been but
litUe change foi .ome time. The metal
market Is now perhaps 10c. per 100 lb3.

l'JS*her than a fair .average for 1897,

and just about the same as in 189C.

Steel has practically superseded iron
in bridge WDrk, and is now a good bil

cheaper. Some iron r.ars are still

used for .id.ju.jtable rods, but iron of
suitable quality for bridge work now
cf 9ts say 20c. per 100 lbs. more than
steel. Iron brid;i;e plates and shapes
are no 'ongor ,T;6nerally made, and can
hardly be obtained.

Yours truly,
,

DOMINION BRIDGE CO., LTD.,
Py PHELPS JOHNSON,

Manager.

LESS THAN THREE CENTS.

This letter !?hovvs that while Mr.
Emmerscn has been paying $6.50 per

hundred pounds for New Brunswick
bridges at the contractor's works, the

highest price named by the Dominion
Bridge Company was $2.84 per hundred
pounds.

But even at the price quoted the

Dominion Bridge Company ha.s not
been able to hold the bueinegs in Nova
S<;otia against the competition of local

firms.

In 1S94 sev?n contracts for steel

bridges ware mxde in Nova Scotia.

AH were put up to tender and the

competition was close. Notwithstand-

ing its low prije the Dominion Bridge

Company got only three bridges.

In 1895 the Dominion Company gat

five bridges and the Canadian Bridge
Company &ix out of twenty-six Nova
Scotia liridges. In 14 cases a New
Glasgow firm was the lowest tenderer.

In,5tcad of bargaining privately for

double the Montreal Company's price

the local builde.-s went into competi-

tion and under-bl j the upper province

concerns.

In 1896 the Montreal firm bid on 22

bridge?, but the Nova Scotia builders

v.-ere oelow them in nearly every case,

and 9i>motimes :^0 per cent. l>elow. It

was in this year that Mr. McNeill, of

New Glasgo.v, took the Ritcey Cove

bridge at $2,200. The Dominion

Bridge Compiny's tender of $3,084 was

of course rejected. For a bridge ten

ftet s'io"'t:B' this province paid, com-

puting at the 6 1-2 ce«nt rate, $5,239.93.

THE AMOUNT OF THE STEAL.

Th.? following table gives a clear

A lew of tlie amount of the steal in the

ca«e of the only three bridges of which

tie cost of superstructure is given in

the Diiblij accounits:

-»"»
(

Name.

Lefebvre....

Span. ft. Weight, lbs. Market Price. Emmersor - -i-.a. Loss.

. (2) 200 237.328 $7,119 84 $15,350 $8,231 00

Blackvtlle..

Oarapbella..

(3) 1-200 )

2-80 !

241

Totals.

173,32£

151,973

562,388

v:.: have givin the market price at

three and a half cents per pound,

which is five per cont. above the high-

tet quoted price of the Dominion
E ridge Compa.ny, whHe the actual

Nova Scotia oost '.v.y!> at leaet ten per

cent, below the Dominion Bridge Com-
I'anv's lowest prices.

COMPARED WITH THEMSELVES.

IjCt us now compare the govern-

ment's prices under the private bar-

5,192 64

4,E59 16

$16,S71 64

10,459

10,400

$36,209

5,3G6 36

5,840 84

$19,433 '^0

gain syste n with the pHcts under the

'tender system. The sworn evidence

of the builder of the Drummond County

Railway bridges, given in the parlia-

mentary Invisitigation last year, wa«

that the price of ata?! railway bridges

had fallen 1 1-12 cents per pound since

1S93. Bui in this province the move-

nmt has "jeen the other way. The

price has increased. So far as can be

ascertained no bridge has been furn-

ished by the priv.ite mrgain syeteni


