
[ 285 ]

dlfappointmcnti but to enjoy in her own land,

and under her own vin^, the fwcct of her labors,

and the reward of her toil. In this lituation, may

ihc never forget that a fair national reputation is

of as much importance as independence. That it

pofleflcs a charm which wins upon the world, and

makes even enemies civil. That it gives a dignity

which is often fuperior to power, and commands a

reverence where pomp and fplendor fail.

It would be a circumftance ever to be lamented

and never to be forgotten, were a fingle blot, from

any caufc whatever, fuffcred to fall on a revolution,

which to the end of time muft be an honor to the

age thataccomplilhed it : and which has contributed

more to enlighten the world, and difFufe a fpirit of

freedom and liberality among mankind, than any

human event (if this may be called one) that ever

preceded it.

It is not among the leaft of the calamities of a

long continued war, that it unhinges the mind from

thofe nice fenfations which at other times appear fo

amiable. The continual fpedacle of woe, blunts

the finer feelings, and the neceflity of bearing with

the fight, renders it familiar. In like manner, arc

many ofthe moral obligations of fociety weakened,

till the cuPwpm of afling by neceflity, becomes an

apology, where it is truly a crime. Yet let but a

nation conceive rightly of its charafbcr, and it will

be

^i!


