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ful profpe<^. Look up, you fee the horizon clear and

fcrcne. Look down, you fee nature all the year lavifhing

proful'cly her fwcctcft gifts, on the uncultivated plains.

Ask thofc. Sir, who have been in Louifiana, they will

give you the moft pleafing ideas of the country and cli-

mate, wc have had fuch accounts from the French %
whofc
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• Father Cliarlfvoix remarking " what pleafure it muft give to fee" the

** c.ipit.il of this immcnfc and beautiful country, intrcafing infcnfibly, and

'' to be able to fay with the btft grounded hopes that this wild m.A Meti.

" place, at prefent alnnoft entirely cover<;d (, ,'«.'r with canrs and t,\;;«, otteinf

'• become a large and rich colony", fays, '• thefi hop: sac founded ca r.he

*' fituation of this city on the banks of a navi^i.h'e rnv.-- at ih'. JlAance

'' of thirty -three leagues from the fea, from which a vcileJ may cw»ic up

" in twenty-four hours; on the fertility of ili loi' , en th-i nvlinefs anH

" wholfotnenefs of the clinute in thirty dcgree-j norilk iaiitude j on th.r.

'• induftry of the inhabitants; on its neighl<ourhooJ to Me»iot>, tl\t Hi.

•* vanna, the fincft iflands of America, a.'i.l luAly iti the EngUAt CJlwries,'*

So that from hence it appears what large idcjs tht French p',>.i';rtii>, oi' 'iui

country ; and thatthey do not alv/ays intend to live in amity \>;f.!i our '.i.,

loniec of Carolina and Georgia. Bur, to go o: with o^r ghrflly fvSar.

* Can there be anything," fays he, " luorc requi/itc ((\ tcinVx ar'ty flmir-

" ifhing ? Rome and Paris had not fuch confidcible ocfjinnirfj, wri-e noC

" built under fuch happy aufpices, and their founJtrs met ict w"th thofa

** advantages on the Seine and the Tiber, which v.-e hiv/e Ivxind on iha

" Miflifippi, in comparifon of which thofe two rivers arc no ir.oie (han

*' brooks." Charlevoix, vol. ii. p. 276.

A little farther, he fays (p. 300 and 301) " Tn a rvonl^ i havi* met witK

*' none who have been on the fpot, who have <))oken difadvantageoafly ot

'• Louiflana, but three forts of pcrfons whofe teHinny cap be r>'*nj great

<' weight: the frft, arc the failors, who, frcirs iht roid at the i/land of

'*' Dauphine, have been able to fee nothir- hur. that idand covered with a

" barren fand, and tbc cotft of B.'.ex' lill mor: fandy, and have fuffered

" themlclvcs to be pcrhiaded, tbj. t ;e entrance of the Miflifippi is imprac-

" ticable to VcflV.ls above a. t"!ta:a bulk ; and, that the cmntry is uninha-

" bitablc for fift ; leag.ics up the river. They would have been of a very

" dillerent opinion, had they had penetration enough to diftruft thofe per'
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