
yrnis ii;i.-.t liy llm iniim' of tliO Mdiidniis, h corriiption or ulibrrviiifinn, porhiij)», of
•' Mii(/i(n,i;iii;n," the iiiiiiu' iipjilii'd l)v iIh' Welsh to the t'oUowors (if Miidawe.

If ilii» ho II Mlmtliiij; tlicory lor llio wntld, they will be the moio sure to rend tlm follow-

ing lirief reiisoiis wiiidi I hiiiic; in siippdit of my o|iiiiioii ; iiiid if tlu'y do not support mo,
they ivill lit lenst he worth knowiii^r, and tniiy, at the same time, bo the meiins of olicilirig

further mid nioie successful (>ii(|iiirv.

Ah 1 have hiiid, in |mf;(' '.) of tliis \'oliime, iind in other places, the marl%s of the Maiidiin

villiip;rs lire known hy tlie excavations oftwo feet or more in deptli, and tliiity or forty feet

in (liami'ler, of n circiiliir form, miide in the ground lor the foundations of their wigwams,
w liiih leave a decided reiiiain for centuries, and one that is easily dete(teil the nioineiit

that it is met with. After leavin<; the jMiindaii villa;;p, I found the marks of their I'oinier

residence iihout sixty miles holow where they were then livinjr, and from whidi they

removed (fiom their own account) about sixty or ei^hly years since ; and from the iippear-

iiiice of the numlier of iheir lod;j;es, 1 should think, that at tliat recent date there must hiivo

been tlireu times thi^ number tli;it were hvinj; when I was amonnst them. Near the mouth
of the hi;; Shiennu river, V(l() miles below their last location 1 found still more iincieitt

remains, and in as many as six or seven other jdaces het-.veen that and the mouth of the

Ohio, as I have designated on the chart, and each one, as 1 visited them, a|ipeii:iiig more and
inoie ancient, conviiiciiijj me that these people, wherevi'i they might have come Irom, have
gr.ulually miule their moves up thebanks of the Missouri, to ilio ]ila(0 wlicre 1 visited them.

For the most part of this di?,taiico they have been in (he heart ol the great Sioux country,

and being looked upon bv the Sioux iis trespasiicrs, have bi>en continually warred upon by

this nunieious tribe, who have endeiivouied to exiiiguisli them, ns they hive been endea-

vouring to do ever since our first acipiuiiitance wiih tin m ; but who, being always lortified

by a strong piquet, or stockade, bavo successfully withstood the assaults of their enemies,

and preserved the remnant of ihcir tribe. I lirough this sort of gauntlet they have run, in

passing llirongh the couiiti ies of these warlike and hostile tribes.

It may be objected to this, ])erliaps, that the lliccnrecs and !\Iinatare< s build their wig.

warns in tlio tame way ; but this proves nothing, for the " irees are Crows, from the

north-west ; iiiid by their own showing, fled to the Mii, protection, and formiiiij

tlieir villages by the side of them, built their wigwams in e ir.inner.

The Hiccarees have been a very small tribe, far inferi( .««o Mandaiis ; and by the

traditions of the ftlandans, as well as froui the evidence ot flio first explorers, Lewis and
Clarke, and others, liave lived, until (|uite lately, on terms of intimacy with the Mandans,
whoso villages they have successively occupied as the Mandans havo moved and vacated

^heni, as they now are doing, since disease has swept the wl.'ile of the Mandans away.
VVhellier my derivation of the word Maiidmi from ilJudii iigiii/s bo correct or not, I

will pass it over to the world at present merely as ;ii«u»i;)iiie proof, tor want of better,

which, perhaps, this enquiry may elicit ; and, at the same time, 1 otter the Welsh word
Mainloii, (the woodioof, a species of madder used as a red dye,) as the name that might
possibly have been ajiplied by their Welsh neighbours to these people, on accouiit of their

very ingenious mode of giving the beautiful red and other dyes to the porcupinn quilU
with which they garnish their dresses.

In their own language they called themselves See-pi>hs-ka-nu-muh-ha-kee,(the people

of the pheasants,) whicli was probably the name of the | rimiiive stock, before they were
mixed with any other people ; and to have got such a name, it is natural to suppose that

they must have come from a country w here ;)/ie(is((H/s existed, which cannot bo fou.nl short

of reaching the timbered country at tl e base of the Kocky Mountains, some six or eight

Jiundred miles West of the Mandans, or the forests of Indiana and Ohio, some hundreds of

miles to the South and Kast of where they last lived.

'Jhe above facts, together with the other one which they repeatedly related to me, and
which I havo belore alluded to, that they had often been to the hill of"the Red Pi/ie Hlone,

and that they once lived near it, carry conclusive evidence, 1 think, that they liave formerly

occupied acountry much farther to the South ; and that thoy have repeatedly changed their

locations, until they reached the spot of their last residence, where they have met with

their final misfortune. And as evidence in support of my opinion that they came fioni

the banks of the Ohio, and have brought with tliein some of the customs of the civilized

people w'io erected those ancient forlilications, 1 am able to say, that the numerous speci-

mens of pottery which have been taken fiora tlie graves and tumuli, about those ancient

works, (many of which maybe seen now, in the (Juicinnati Museum, and some of which,
my own donations, and which have so much siirprituii the enquiring world,) were to be

"
" e summer.great rcely a day i

when the visitor to their village would not see the women at work with their hands aud


