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lablishment. In tlie same way, so great is tiie inlliience uu the ulher Provinces,

of the arrangements ailopted with respest to the disposal or public lands and
colonization in any 3, that it is absolutely essential that this department or

gorernment should be conducted on one system and by one authority. The
necessity of common fiscal regulations, is strongly felt by all the Colonies

;

and a common Custom House establishment would relieve them from the hin-
' drances to their trade, caused by the duties now levied on all commercial inter-

course between them. The monetary and banking system of all is subject to

the same influences, and ought to be regulated by the same laws. The estab-

lishment of a common colonial currency is very generally desired. Indeed, I

know of no department of Government that would not greatly gain, both in

economy and efllicienuy, by being placed under a common management. I

should not propose, at lirst, to alter the existing public establishments of the

different Provinces, because tiie necessary changes had better be left to be

made by the united Government; and the judicial establishments should cer-

tainly not be disturbed until the future Legislature shall provide for their re-

construction on an uniform and permanent footing. But even in the adminis-

tration of justice, an union would immediately supply a remedy for one of the

most serious wants under which all the Provinces labour, by facilitating the

formation of a general appellate tribunal for all the North American Co-
lonies.

But the interest which are already in common between all these Province*

are small in comparison with those which the consequences of such an union,

might, and I think I may say assuredly would, call into existence ; and the

great discoveries of modern art, v/hich have throughout the world, and no
where more than in America, entirely altered the character and the channels

of communication between distant countries, will bring all the North Ameri-
can Colonics into constant and speedy intercourse with each other. The suc-

cess of the great experiment of steam navigation across the Atlantic opens a
prospect of a speedy communication with Europe, which will materially affect

the future slate of all these Provinces. In a despatch which arrived in Canada
after my departure, the Secretary of State informed me of the determination

of your Majesty's Government to establish a steam communication between
Great Britain and Halifax, and instructed me to turn my attention to the for-

mation of z. road between that port and Quebec. It would, indeed, hare gtren

me sincere satisfaftion, iiad I remained in the Province, to promote, by any
means in my power, so highly desirable an object ; and the removal of the

usual restrictions on my authority as Governor General having given me the

means of effectually acting in concert with the various Provincial Govern-
ments, I might have been able to make some progress in the work. But I cannot
point out more strikingly the evils of the present want of a general Govern-
ment for these Provinces, than by adverting to the difficulty which would prac-

tically occur, under the previous and present arrangements of both executive

and legislative authorities in the various Provinces, in attempting to carry sucH

a plan into effect. For the various coloniee have no more means of concerting

such common works with each other than with the neighbouring states of the

union. They stand to one another in the position of foreign states, and of

foreign states without diplomatic relations. The Governors may correspond

with each other; the Legislatures may enact laws, carrying the common pur-

poses into effect in their respective jurisdictions ; but there is no means by
which the various details may speedily and satisfactorily be settled with the

concurrence of the different parties. And, in this inetaiice, it must be recol-

lected that the communication and the final settlement would have to be made
between, not two, but several of the Provinces. The road would run through

three of them ; and Upper Canada, into which it would not enter, would, in

fact, be more interested in the completion of such a "vork than any eren of the

Provinces through which it would pass. The colonies, indeed, have no com-
mon centre in which the arrangemient could be made, except the Colonial

oilice at home ; and the details of such a plan would have to be discussed just

where the interest of all parties would have the least means of being fairly and
fully represented, and where the minute local knowledge necessary for such a
matter would be least likely to be found.

The completion of any satisfactory communication between Halifax

and Quebec woald, in fact, produce relations between these Provinces


